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Erich Dinkler (Hrsg.) Kunst und Geschichte Nubiens 1n christ-
icher Zeit: Ergebnisse und Probleme autf Grund der Jüngsten Ausgrabungen.

Recklinghausen (Aurel Bongers) 1971 390 S geb 1R
Christian Nubia 15 unıque historical phenomenon. For nearly thousan

E from CIrca 00—1500 the NarfTOoW band of ertile terrıtory each siıde
of the Nıile extending from Aswan Khartoum sustained V1gOrous Christian
populatıon wh defied Moslem armıes and Beduıin raıders, and Aave le behind
artıstıc heritage that exCIteSs the wonder of scholars to-day.

The nely produced volume with magnıfıcent iıllustrations edited by Professor
Erich Dinkler 15 the result of international conterence held ın the Villa Hügel

Essen 1n September 1969, hıch W as devoted mainly discussıng the significance
of the artıstıc treasures discovered by Professor Michalowski and hiıs colleagues AT

Faras. In the present volume whiıle Faras continues dominate the S  N  9 the
D' of the twenty-five contributions by archaeologists An historı1ans of A from
Europe an the United States has een widened. It 1O includes the whole field
of Nubian art, religion AN: hıstory, while number of 1 archaeological PXCAaVA-

t10NS undertaken 1n the 1964—69 have een reported. The editor’s 2A1 has
een combine contributions general themes wıth specıial studies 1n the wiıde
CONTILEXT of Nubian relig10us, artıstic and socıal hıstory, and trom the resulting
discussıons establish what ATeC the maın outstandıng problems still be settled
by urther eXCavatıons.

The task ambitiously conceived 1n CONTILEXLT ot world-wide co-operatıon O:
scholars has een brilliantly fulfilled Here and there the Critic might plea tor
greater brevity (there W as surely eed include lecturer’s SsStatemen: that >  e

W 4S ending „LO leave LNOTE LOOIIN tor discussiıon“), tor greater co-ordinatıiıon ot
the work ot the diftierent contributors. The parallelism for instance, between the
architectural remaıns from the church %  asr Ibrim Plates en aın those
from Old Dongola Plates 130—-133) deserve be brought the readers’ 1N-
t10n2. In general;, however, particularly 1n the choıice of illustrations aın PIC-
paratıons of plans an! overlays, the editorial work deserves che ighest praise. The
publicatıon 15 landmark in the study of Nubian civilisation.

Apart from discussıon of individual sıtes, the maın themes AT introduced 1n
Professor Michalowski’s openıng pPapcCrI, “Open Problems of Nubian Art an Cu
tLure 1n the liıght of the discoverıes AL Faras“. hat “for 500 Faras (Pachoras)
W as the maın artıstıc CcEeENITre of northern Nubia“ b  - hardly be oubted, but from
what directions, asks Michalowski, CAamle the inspıratıon of the three maın Stages
of style and craftsmanship that .  - be discerned 1ın the frescoes Faras? Was it
possible also, discern change ot relig10us allegiance Dy the Kiıngdom otf Noba-
t12a from Monophysıtism Chalcedon wiıth the enthronement ot Bishop Joannes
about What WerTre the respective roles of the Coptic, Old Nubian and
Greek languages in the Nubian kingdoms, An finally, how could Varlı0us problems
of chronology, tor instance regardıng the introduction of Christianity and the
typology ot the churches, be solved?

The formatıve iınfluences Nubian AT ATC discusse: in important contr1-
bution from Proftfessor Kurt Weıtzmann, (“DSome remarks the SOUTCCS of the
fresco paıntıngs of the Cathedral ot Faras X Weıitzmann demonstrates convincingly
that the “violet style“ typical of the early peri10d, Sth—9th CeENtLUrYy frescoes, ALC

paralleled closely by the Bawıt frescoes century), an that difterences iın
detail “cannot obscure the general impression that this phase of fresco paıntıng 15

direct offshoot ot Coptic Aart (p S27 hıs result finds additional confirmation
from Plumley’s finely illustrated ACCOUNT ot the sculpture An carved wood-
work found asr Ibrim. Much of this 15 CONLTEMPOTATY with the uildıng of the
church probably late 7th-early 8Sth CeENTtUrY, an Wwas influence by Coptic Art

forms“ (p 133) hıs 15 true, ın particular, ot fine sandstone stele representing
Oove wiıth outspread tail, similar examples of hiıch ave been found Luxor

an Armant. In the later peri0ds of Nubian hıstory, however, including the climax-
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centuries of Nubian artıst1iıc achievement CIrca 950—1150, direct Coptic influence
2ve een less evident, ın W AS replaced by that ot other CeNiIres such

Palestine EVECIl the Byzantıne empiıre iıtself. Weıtzmann concludes carefully “<that
Nubia’s AT-t W 4S NOL produced in isolation but that 1t reflects 1n each phase the SAaInllec

general trends that (  - be ODserve 1n neighbourıng gypt ell 1in Syrıa-
Palestine“ (p 335) While it 15 NOL CasSy SC«C how the latter TCA could ave become

maJor influence Eeven during the Byzantıne reECONqUESLT of northern Syrıa (957—-1084),
the increasıng of non-Coptic influences Nubian paınting ın sculpture

established tact from the tenth CENLUCY onwards.
Michalowski’s suggest1on of return Nubian Chalcedonian (Melkite) alle-

y1ance Circa 1000 15 less ell ounded. Dr Va  } Moorsel demonstrates COMN-

vincingly (“Die stillende CGottesmutter un: die Monophysiten“) that the principal
evidence tor this, namely the aAappCarance otf the cult otf Marıa Galaktotrophusa

Faras AL thıs tıme eed NOL iımply change Melkite alleg1ance. The $resco empha-
S1SeSs Mary Theotokos rather than the human natfure of CHfıist: and indeed, the
representation ot the Galaktotrophusa Can be traced through the Gnosticising Proto-
evangelıum of James iNtOo Coptic and Syrıan Monophysıite homiletic aın liıturgical
work In chis respecCt the ot the ult of Marıa Galaktotrophusa in the eASst

follow closely that ot the Assumption of the Vırgıin. Michalowski’s
urther arguments based the usec of the ormula E  O Huyoloyıov UEYO the
Greek stelae of SOILLC of the Faras bishops, and Bishop Marıanos’ (1005—1037) title
ot “Orthodox bishop“ Can Iso be explained differently. The V ormula 15
found Iso wiıth Coptic burıals, while “Orthodox“ W as the normal attrıbute clai-
med by the patriarchs of Alexandria from Dioscorus onwards an W 45 used
the Monophysite qchroniclers describe clergy their OW') faıth An additional poıint
originally made by Adams 2AN: discussed here by Martın Krause, Aur Kır-
chen- un Thelogiegeschichte Nubiens“, 15 that Eutychius the Melkite Patriarch ot
Alexandrıa 933—940 claimed that Nubia W 4s Melkite until AT fter the rab

of Egypt (1 until 4 hıs date, however, coincides roughly wıth
the absorption of the kıingdom of Makurıa hıch had originally een Chalcedonıian
1nto Nobatia under Kıng Merkurios. On the whole, eXCAaVAatıons have confirmed
the truth otf John of Ephesus’ ACCOUNT of the definitive conversion of the Nubıiıan
kingdoms Christianıty 1n the sixth CeENTUrY. As result, Nobatıa and Alwah
adopted Monophysitism while the middle kingdom ot Makuria opted for about
CeENLUrY tor Chalcedon. There 15 Airm eviıdence for subsequent change hal-
cedon 1n the unıted kingdom of Nobatia-Makurıa.

While reversıon Chalcedonıian orthodoxy by the Nubians improbable,
there 15 little doubt that Byzantıne influence made ıtself felt increasingly in the
organisatıon of the central and proviıncial administration An 1n the language Anl
liturgy of the Nubian Church The repOrtSs iındividual S1tes included in thıs work
throw much light the relationshıp between Coptic, Greek and Old Nubian.
Adams’ ACCOUNT the Universıty of Kentucky’s EeXCAVAatliONs Kulubnarti (p
141—155) records the existence of Greek roughly carved OOr lıntels, and
indicating therefore popular knowledge of that language. Dr Dertlef Müller
repDPOrTtS the use ot Coptic in legal document dated CIrca 1000 from Kulb
(p e and 1n his contribution “Some remarks Faras Inseriptions“” Dr
Stefan Jakobielski po1ints OUuUtL that while Coptic A always 1n COrreCTt Coptic,
those 1n Greek ATC ften corrupted by Nubian Greek Aın Nubian SCECEIH

be much InNnoOre interchangeable and familiar languages. Hıs conclusion that 7GODtIC
WAas treated the official Janguage imposed by the adopted ecclesiastical rıte“
(p SE needs SOTINEC elaboratıon. At Q'’asr Ibrım Coptıic W a4as the language of the

Consecration Scroll tor Bishop Timotheos dated 1370 an W as sed 1n
Biblical An SOIINC homiletic such Aa the fine ılluminated Coptic
of John Chrysostom’s Homaily +he Four living Beasts, found by the reviewer 1n
1964), but the LNLOTC normal liturgical languages WEerTre either Nubian Greek, ABal
Nubian W as sed 1n prıvate correspondence. Coptic iındeed may have played much
the Same role 1n Nubia Latın played 1n the sub-Roman Brıtain otf Gildas,
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lıterary language sed tor SOINE ecclesiastical but NOL the spoken language
of the people. As demonstrated by the eather scrolls probably oft the reign ot
Kıng Joel (cırca tound CRasr Ibrim (Dee the reviewer’s repOort 1n AkRten
des V3 Internationalen Kongresses tür Christlıche Archäologie, Trier B1 Dep-
tember, 1965 pub Roma S by the en of the Christian DB Nubian
has Iso become the language ot the admıniıstration. Even S ONe CAaNnnOTt aftord
be dogmatıc. The example otf Christian North Africa wiıth Berber, Puniıc an Latın
ın use 2L the S\AaIllCc time, of second-century Palestine wiıth family archıves
including etters 1in Greek, Nabataean an ramaıc (See Palestine Exploration
Journal X1l1; 1962, DE AN: 258 AL SUCS agaınst the V1eW that the
of OTE language iın particular setting automatically excluded the use of others.

Of the contributions iındividual sıtes, notable AaATe those of Donadoni the
church AT Sonquı Tino, Vercoutter the three S1tes of Ssa,;, Mırgıssa an Sal;
Schneider the rewardıng excavatıon of Abdallah Nırqı Just north
Sımbel, Hıntze Musawwarat 65 Sufra (excellent overlays) an the NC Polish
eXCavatıons AT Dongola, where the large urch 15 revealıng iıtself Aas 1n Man y WaYysS
simiılar 1n S1ZE, architecture and ate the cathedral asr Ibriım Finally, the
Kentucky Universıty eXCAaVAatıions AF Kulubnarti 1n 1969 provide urther much need-
ed evidence tor conditions 1n the transıtıon per10d between Christian and Moslem
Nubia The final Christian phase thıs sıte, ar Meınartı, Sunnarti, asr Ibrim
an elsewhere, W 45 characterised by the heavıly fortihed watchtower. These tOWEerSs
together with what AaPDPCal be mountaın refuges Gebel Sahaba explored by
the Scandanavıan expediıtion (p 219—240) pomint the Beduin marauder the
decisive of the Christjan cıvılızatıon.

The concludıng artıicle, (another finely iıllustrated contribution), by Bruce
Trıgger AWAaY from Christianıty problems of Nubian landsettlement. The
S1tes of Toshka an rmınna provıde Lype s1tes where settlement Ca  - be traced
trom Meroıitıc late Christian tımes, Aın those who would sG€ WAar an 1invasıon
4A5 the AageNTS of mıgration and dispersion ot populations Ar e reminded that flood,
disease and drought Can be qually powerful influences human ecology. Trıig-
ger’s Cr1t1C1SmMs, however, chat the excavatıon PrOSTamm«es ave NOL een problem-
orjıented (p 347) an that archaeologists tailed explore the settlement

maJor s1ites such Faras an ,  asr Ibrim (p 378) Ar NOL well-founded. At
Faras the Polish LeAaAm succeeded in the herculean task of disengagıng the churches
O their murals An ave SONC long WaYy towards establishing demography
of the earliest Christian populatıon. More could hardly be asked 1n the tıme
avaılable At asr Ibrim the KCAVAaDOT:S wWere confronted by difterent problems.
Standıng 210 feet above the Nıle 1n 1964 the sıte 11 be preserved C VEn fter the
fıllıng of Lake Nasser. hıs 15 true 1Iso of Gebel dda The eed therefore 15
tor relatıvely slow and careful work nNndertaken ver period ot* The value
of both s1tes of checking results elsewhere will increase ogreatly 1n the
future, and settlement plan of much of the TeCa under excavatıon 111 CINCI SC
automatically.

More the pomt 15 the crıt1icısm made by Martın Krause that, “vOon dem reli-
chen, 1n asr Ibrim un Gebel dda ausgegrabenen Quellenmaterial o1bt c5
leider 905858 kurze Hınvweise“ (p 72) On whatever grounds, the ot adequate
interım FreDOTTS Q'’asr Ibrim ot the Lype publiıshed by Michalowski 1n ush for
Faras has een Ser10uUs hindrance cholars Almost AA top1c discussed 1n this
publication CEXCEPDL murals would have benefitted trom urther publication of the
discoverıes from that site. Unfifortunate LOO, 15 the tact that Plumley’s contribution
1in WOT under Feview contaıns mistakes hich aftect the readers’s interpreta-
t10n of the history of the sıte. MOSQUEC, for instance, rePTESENTS the final phase
of the Occupatıon of the cathedral and W asSs separated trom the OOr of the latter

AaVCIasCl of 1.50 of Occupatıon earth hıch included least three levels ot
domestic Occupatıon (Dee Frend, Akten, It would be unwıse ate IT
45 early cthe 16th CENTUCY and thereby indicate that the cathedral W as almost

NCe converted by the Bosnıans into MOSQUC (p 130) Sımalarly, the Statemen



Ite Kırche 339

that untiıl then there W as “intensive OcCcupatıon ot the tortress re2zx  <t needs
modihication (p 12923 One of the maın features of the sıte 15 the alter-
natıon between wholly relig10us and mixed religi0us an secular settlement. The
crowded Meroıitıc dwellings wiıth their wall paıntıngs the north sıde otf the
church aı the A-group houses the south sıde provıde evıdence for the latter
Cy PC, while from the 11cth CENLUrY Christian houses covered the whole C of the

torecourt of the Meraoıitıc temple betore these SaVC WaYy probably 1n the 14th
CeNtLUry watch-tower Aan!: magazınes.

Nubian archaeology 15 continuıng 5Sagda Like the ead Sea Scrolls, the Nubıian
discoverıes could hardly have een exploited ully but tor the toundatıions la1ıd
by the patıent, piecemeal work ot Prev1i0us generatıons of scholars. Wirthout Mon-

de Villard, without Emery an ırwan’s excavatıon of the Royal Tombs
Q'’stul 2 Ballana, A above al the work ot the Sudan Antıquities Service
1956, the Present generation of researchers would ave lacked essential ou1des tor
their endeavours. The outlining of Nubian socıal StEIrUuCLUFres, relıg10n, language,
church, POtLeErYy had, however, become established by them and the VAST inter-
natıonal undertakıng resulting 1n the exploration of SCOTCS of s1tes could build 1ts
results SUTC toundations. hıs debt needs always be acknowledged. Protessor
Dinkler’s masterly publication, however, marks He ın the study ot Christian
Nubia Its inspıratıon po1ints the WaYy orward even greater discoverı1es 1n the
future.

FrendGlasgow

Andre-Jean Festugiere: Vıe de Theodore de Sykeön. Texte Sl  >
EL Traduction, Commentaire Appendice Subsidıa Hagiographica, No
48) Brüssel (Societe des Bollandıstes) 1970 XX FA S’
312 S’ kart.
Nach der Ausgabe der Vıta 5Symeons des Styliten des Jüngeren VO Va  - den

Ven (Subs hag 32; 1962, I1 F9Z0: vgl Byz 56 11963 ] 348—350 un! 65 11971]
9097 lıegt 1er eın weıteres vormetaphrastisches Heiligenleben A4US5 der Hälfte
des Jh 1in einer Ausgabe VOT, die sich nach Anlage un: Durchführung ebenfalls
kaum übertreften Aäfßt. uch tür diese Vıta gilt dasselbe, W 4S schon ZUFT Stylitenvıta
SCSART wurde, da{fß alle Vorarbeıiten, die 1n BH' Nr 1748 ZENANNT werden,
durch das vorliegende Werk weıt überholt werden, dafß 1114  3 praktisch VO  e} einer
editio princeps reden mu{fß

Wollte I1a  j bisher das relig1öse Klıma dieser Zeıt studıieren, die sıch, VO  - den
dogmatischen Streitigkeiten ermüdet, den Werken der praktischen Frömmigkeit -
gewandt hatte, ann W ar Nan icht 1LLUL 1n Seminarübungen autf Gelzers
Ausgabe „Leontıi0os VO Neapolis, Leben des heiligen Johannes des Barmherzigen,
Erzbischofs VOIl Alexandrıen“, Freiburg-Leipzig 1893, angewı1esen, die 1n ıhrer An-
lage (Einleitung, krit. Text, kommentierende Anmerkungen, Schriftstellen-, Namens-
un: Wörterverzeichnis, Grammatisches) bereıts weitgehend dieselben Ansprüche
erfüllen versuchte W 1e€e diese Vıten, die darüber hinaus noch französıische UÜbersetzun-
SCH bieten. Die Vıta des heiligen Narren 5Symeon VO demselben Leontı1os VO  }

Neapolis wurde ErSt 1n den etzten Jahren ın einer vorzüglichen Ausgabe erschlossen:
Ryden, Stockholm-Göteborg-Uppsala 1963 un 1970
Der dogmengeschichtlich interessierte Leser wiırd 1j1er reilich weni1g finden, W as

nehmen könnte, enn diese Zeit hat Ühnlich W1e die unNseTe uch die Dog-
matık ıcht mehr Banz ge  E Was iNna  3 jedoch unabhängig VO': eigenen
Standpunkt diesen frühbyzantinischen Heilıgenleben nehmen mufß, sind die
vielfältigen Erkenntnisse, die sıch daraus tür die historische Geographie un Medi-
Zın und die Volkskunde dieser Zeıt gewınnen lassen. Hıer werden oft Orte, Wege,
Krankheiten un andere Dınge erwähnt der 1n Exkursen austführlich beschrieben,
die eın ernstzunehmender Autor schon damals überging, weıl s1e iıhm nıcht „tein“

un: aufßerdem seınen Zeıtgenossen Zut M, da INa  } davon
ıcht reden mochte. Solche Stellen ZU: Reden bringen un in größere Zusammen-


