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“But here, in IMany other Germany,
earned, indefatigable, deep-thinking GermanYy

OUTr aid.
Ihomas Carlyle

Introduction

“"Ihe universities aTre the pride an glory of Germany They reflect pıcture of the
whole WOT/| of nature anı mind under its deal orm  2 So wrote Philip 1n
Germany; 1ts Unıversities, Theologians, and Religion, Reiseführer published ın 1857

guide American students hrough the Sstrange NECW world of (GGerman divinity.“
uring the nineteenth centurYy, the hining 1g of Wiıssen drew thousands of
students from merıica an the British Empiıre Germany s unıversitles. Almost
ten thousand Americans alone tudied iın Germany 1n the nineteenth century. This
Wäas the ApCc of German footnotes. Ihe heology faculties tOO attracted arge numbers
of what OE Scottish student called .  ndlouping students of divinity” ‘ Von-Land-
zu-Land-hoppelnde Theologiestudenten’].” Ihis 15 hardly surprısıng: OVer the COUTSE

of the century ıt had become aXx10m that theologica. sclence 1n merica, Briıtain,
anı elsewhere Was either building or tearıng OoOWNn heology that Was ‘made 1n
Germany . The Swiss-born 9—-9 Was important mediator of (GGerman
theology churches In merica OVer his influential CATGET at the (Jerman eiIiorme:
Seminary in Mercersburg, Pennsylvania, an then Union Seminary in New York

grateful to Professors David Bebbington anı Aaron Smith for helpful criticısm of draft of
this article. AIl eITOTS of fact anı judgement remaın OWI).

Ihomas Carlyle, Sartor Resartus: the Life and Opinions of Herr Teufelsdröckh 1836 Berkeley
2000,

Philip Schaff, Germany; 1ts Universities, Theologians, an Religion, Philadelphia 185/, B 'This
Was ONe of number of introductions tOo (Jerman theology wrıtten for English-speaking students.
Scottish example 15 George Matheson, 1ds the Study of (GGerman Theology, Edinburgh 1875

John Cairns, Principal Calrns, London 1903, ote that the Scottish loup leap
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students egan visıting GGerman heologyCAty, but Ameriıican an British divinı
faculties long before he recommended 1t in his 1857 guidebook.“ Convinced that only
(GGerman expertise could satisfy their personal ambitions and the needs of their

vocatıons, international students channelled the ferment of nineteenth-century Ger-

InNall heology into the English-speaking world. The eftfect, in combination with other

of the transmissıon of ideas ike translations, lectures OUrS, eic, nglo-
Amerıcan Protestantism Was significant an irreversible.

American Protestantism owed the MOST Germany, an not only because of the

massıve number of (Jerman immiı1grants into America.” In nineteenth-century (Jer-

ManYy, the horizon of hought seemed be expanding quickly America’s
estern frontier. Ihe United States’ revolutionary Or1g1ns nd Ifs rapid expansıon
made it receptive the fresh an the progressive. It Was OPCH the model of the LICW

Prussian universities an sometimes less cCautious take the NECEW paths bein cut for

Biblical studies, heology, an church history iın the German heology faculties.
German theology probably had ıts second biggest effect upON heology in Scotland,

specifically, the everal Presbyterilan churches who claimed the allegiance of the vast

al decades after American Congregationalists,major1ty of the population. Sever
Presbyterlans, an! Unitarıans egan Crossing the Atlantic seek in the universities
of the old WOT. what the colleges of the NEW world could not yel provide, their

Reformed brethren from Scotland egan crossing the North Sea Hamburg
Bremen, OUnN! for Germany’'s university cıtiıes. By century's end, several hundred
Scottish Presbyterlans had studied theology in GermanYy; al the sSsame tiıme, the

Edinburgh publishing house of Clark had translated most of the significant
works of nineteenth-century (GGerman divinity.

OweVer, historian who wants follow these nineteenth-century res  e
1lans from Scotland the German universitles, an then Ursucer the inroads of

German heology into Scottish church ife needs watch Out for several Fallen Ihe
first 1s prejudice held Dy Many Anglo-American theologians an church historians
that nineteenth-century evangelische eologie Was iberal heology, plain an simple.
ItIthat because already know that the epıtome of iberal Christianı Call

be oun: in the theological contributions of Schleiermacher Harnack, Hegel's an
Feuerbach’s philosophical speculations, an Wellhausen s an Baur’s critical reat-

ment of the Bible, Call assumıe the kind of influence (Jerman heology had

English-speaking Protestantism. And this prejudice 15 far from eing only proJec-
tion of later Theologiegeschichtsschreibung. Victorian religious literature 15 full of

warnıngs agaınst the Manıy heresies ın the GGerman church an the hocking dis-

respect for the Scriptures reverend traditions of the church ın the university
faculties of heology. (Jerman cholar of Sanskrit transplanted Oxford, Friedrich

See Gesine VO  - Kloeden, Philip Schaft Vermittler zwischen den Welten, 1n Harm Klueting/Jan
Rohls Reformierte Retrospektiven, Wuppertal 2001;, 9-29

See for example Ihomas Howard, Protestant TheOlogy and the Making of odern
Bowden, Church History iın the Age of Sclence:German Universıity, Oxford 2006, 348-378;

Historiographical atterns iın the United States,. Chapel ıll 19/Al: Gary orrıen, TIhe

Making of American Liberal Theology: Imagıing Progressive Theology, 180519 Louisville 2001
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Max Mülhlher, complained that his LICW countrymen melled “rationalism ın the dots
OVCT the » 6 When church historian ASSUT11ES nineteenth-century German heology
Was ıberal heology, an when the hot rhetoric of the Vıictorlans agaınst "Teutonic
infidelity‘ 15 allowed overwhelm cool analysis, the conclusion 15 predetermined:
German divinity Was majJor factor In the liberalization of English-speaking Pro-
testantısm iın the Vıctorlan era Consequently, lot of scholarship—much of it high
quality—examines the debt owed tO German heology Dy the ıberal Oxford Noetics,

the Broad Church MOvement In the mid-Victorian Church of England, In the
1sSe of 1DI1Ca critic1ısm in merica anı the British Empire.‘ second pitfall ollows
from the rst. CcCNolars ike portray the nineteenth-century meeting of (GGerman an:
Anglo-American divinity Clas an CONLrOVerSY. Perhaps the best example 15 the
violent encounter between the pre-critical, “cCONservative’ interpretation of the
1CQ. of English-speaking Protestantism an the historical approac toO
ancılıent oun ın works ike Schleiermacher’s UÜber die chriften des Lukas
Niebuhr’'s Römische Geschichte ® This cClas caused SUOTILIC of the maJor church COIMN-
troversies in Vıctorıan Brıtaln, such that 1C OllOWE: the 1860 publication of
ESSAYyS and eviews in England, the William Robertson Smith heresy trial iın the
Free Church of Cotlan:! ın ell the Charles Br1ggs heresy trial
that rocked Amerıcan Presbyterians 1ın 1892—93

It 1S not if there 15 connection between iberal heology ıIn the English-
speaking WOT| during the nineteenth-century an certaın Lypes of theology which
WeTe eing promoted ın INalıy heology faculties iın Germany al the Samne time These
Lypes of (GJerman heology did g1ve boost tOo particular Anglo-American Protestant
SrOUDS who desired greater rTeedom from the 10D11Cca exeges1s anı dogmas of
yesteryear. Such 17 ex1st anı they AT important. But to focus them 1Cal,

scholarship has often done, 15 mistake side path for the Hauptstraße. 1rs of
all, mentioned earlier, German heology in the nineteenth century found ıts widest
an! armest welcome iın Brıtain not OI Anglicans but ON Scottish Presby-

Georgina Max Müller, 'Ihe Life and Letters of the Right Honourable Friedrich Max Müller L,
London 1902, Ta Max Müller made this remark In 18560

Examples include: leuan Ellis, Schleiermacher in Britain, 1n STIh 372 (1981),; 417/-452; idem,
Seven Agaıinst Christ: Study of Essays and Reviews , Leiden 1980; Stephen Sykes ed.) England and
GermanyYy: Studies iın Theological Diplomacy, Frankfurt 1982; Klaus Dockhorn, Der deutsche Hıstor-
1ISMUSs In England, Göttingen 1950; Nigel de (‚ameron, Biblical Higher Criticısm and the
Defence of Infallibilism In 19° GCentury Britain, Lewı1lston 1987; John Rogerson, Old Testament
Ciriticiısm ın the Nineteenth Century: England anı Germany, London 1984; Timothy Larsen, Bishop
Colenso and H1s Critics Ihe Strange Emergence of Biblical Criticısm 1n Vıctorian England, 1n SJTIh

(1997), 433-458; John Andrews, (Jerman Influence English Religious Life In the Victorian Era,
IN} EvQ (1972), 218-—-233; John Speller, Alexander Nicoll and the Study of GGerman Biblical
Criticısm 88 Early Nineteenth-Century Oxford, 1n JEH (1979), 1-59; Norman Vance, Niebuhr
In England, 1n Benedikt Stuchtey/Peter Wende British an GGerman Historiography
O—-1 Oxford, 853—99; Reardon, Religious Thought 1n the Vıctorlan Age, London
1980; Hart, Poems, Propositions and ogma: TIhe Controversy vVver Religious Language anı the
Demise of Theology ın American Learning, 1: (1988), 4105321

Friedrich Schleiermacher, Crritical SSaYy the Gospel of St. Luke, London 1825;
Niebuhr, History of Kome { Cambridge 1828
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ter1ans, followed Dy ‘Dissenters’ 5 non-established churches ike Congregation-
alists; English Presbyterlans, an! Methodists) Second, 1t Was not foremost liberal
Protes who engaged (GGerman heology but evangelicals.” This might be SUrprI1S-

Was simplying those who Presumıc that nineteenth-century (GJerman theolo
iberal heology. But, in fact, [WO strongly evangelical Presbyterian denominatıons in

Victoriıan Scotland WeIC the 1€British receptacle of (GJerman theology.“” 'Ihe rst of

these, the United Presbyterian Church, Was made of several group>s who had been

pushed out of the Church of Scotland at Varlıous times during the eighteenth century.
TIhese dissidents had become tOO oud in critic1sıng the church for absorbing the

spirıt of the Enlightenment—a fact that seemed obvious them from the Church of
Scotland’s uUusS«Cc of political manipulation S out movements of revival an
renewal. TIhe SMa churches that eventually united in 1847 the United Presby-
terlan Church endorsed evangelical Calvinism, heavily promoted MmM1SS10NS, anı

urged the separatıon of church an STa 1n Scotland Ihe second denominatıon
Was created In 1843 when approximately ONe third of the clergy an membership of
the Church of Scotland, led by thex Ihomas almers (1780-1847), formed the
Church of Scotland, Free This ‘Disruption (as ıt amnle be own the SWISS

theologian Karl Hagenbach declared be “the most remarkable religi0us event of the

» 11  century Around four hundred an evangelical miıinısters abandoned the
Church of Scotland because they believed 1ts tolerance of patronage compromised
both its spiritual reedom an! evangelical wıtness urbanizing, industrializing
Scotland When the United Presbyterians an the Free Church merged in 1900 the
United Free Church of cotland, they accounted for almost half of the Protestant

population in cotland. Ihe un1ıon of these [WO evangelical Presbyterian denomina-
t10nNs occurred l the VE en of the nineteenth centurYy, but the preceding SIXtYy
Sa W both churches of OIlC mind ın Man y things, including close attention German

heology. It chould be noted that the Disruption did nOoTt empty the Church of
CcCotllan of evangelical minısters an members. ManYy “evangelical Erastians”
mained in the established church.}* Alongside iberal an moderate currents of faith,
evangelical belief anı pıety continued and, iın fact, SICW in the established church

Of COUTSC, 'evangelical‘ ll be sed in its English—not German-—sense! For clarification an
definition N Erich Geldbach, ‘Evangelisch , ‘Evangelikal' and Pietism: Ome Remarks Early
Evangelicalism an Globalization from German Perspective, 1n Mark Hutchison/Ogbu alu (edd.),
Global Faith ESSaySs Evangelicalism an Globalization, Sydney 1998,;, 156-—-180; David Bebbington,

1989, REvangelicalism 1n Modern Brıtaln, London
The best single volume covering this period 15 Cheyne, TIhe Transformatıon of the irk:

Victorian Scotland’s Religious Revolution, Edinburgh 1983 Iso SC Drummond/James
Bulloch, Ihe Church in Vıctorian Scotland 31 Edinburgh 1975; idem, Ihe Church 1ın Late

Victorian Scotland 41 Edinburgh 1978; Stewart Gill, United Presbyterian Church,
/-1 1n Nigel de (Cameron ed.) Dictionary of Scottish Theology anı Church History,

ree Church of Scotland, 31 1n Dictionary of ScottishEdinburgh 1993,; 9-—-40; ROss,
Theology and Church HI1stOrYy, 337-338:; avıd Bebbington, Evangelicalism 1n Modern Scotland, 1n

SBET (1991), AS/E
arl Hagenbach, Text-Book of the History of Doctrines, New ork 1862, 285

John MacLeod, Scottish Theology in Relation to Church History Since the Reformation,
Edinburgh 1943, 266
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throughout the Vıctorı]an CId, fact confirmed by the partıcıpatıon of INalnıy Church
of Scotland mınısters an! laity In the famous o0dy revival of IR / 3B anı the
Keswick holiness movement.* If only half INanıy students from the Church of
CcCotlan: tudied in GermanYy from the predominantly evangelical Free Church
an United Presbyterians—approximately ninety—that they tudied in almost the
PXaAC SAalilllc places U: stock evangelical PI1eLy an heology shared between the
reakaway churches anı at least section of the establıshe: church.** Third, if the
COINIMMON assumption that iberal heology Was the sole export of Germany s unıver-
Sıty faculties of heology 1s true, then what AT make of the claim made by
in 1891 that it Was not iberal heology but the rthodox mediating heology
| Vermittlungstheologie| 1 “has exerted 19810)8= influence uponNn modern English
and Amerıcan hought than ALLY other German schoo]”?}>

This study draws roug! Map of evangelical Scottish Presbyterians Studienjahre
In the (German faculties of heology, 1840 1914 Mappıng the trafhc of
Presbyterian students from Ccollan Germany, 1C- 1all alongside church an
para-church cooperatıon between Christians the continent an those ın the
English-speaking WOr. during the nineteenth century, provides key insights into
the development of heology an: religion 1n Brıtain and, INOTE broadly, international
evangelicalism.”“ Ihe INap drawn from tracıng the routes of the land-leaping students
of divinity does not Ways connect to the progressive partıies in the Vıctoriıan church
IHNAaLLY scholars have considered the 1C3. reflectors of (Gserman heology. Nor does
ıt gıve the "last word’ to the violent imagery found in much Vıctorlan-era literature of

confrontation between reckless Teutonic heology an Britons’ go0d religion an
g00d For it will become apparen that Scottish Presbyterians, ike their
evangelical brethren elsewhere, generally sought out German faculties of heology

DEISONS within those faculties who WeTC of orthodox reputatıiıon, such O-
NnNents of Neuluthertum the Vermittlungstheologie. And they did strengthen
their evangelical beliefs How else Ca  b make of the knot 1C. nineteenth-

On evangelicalism In the established Church of Scotland SCC Norman Walker, Religious Life In
Scotland: from the Reformation the Present Day, London 1858,; 189—-311; W illiam Garden Blaikie,
An Autobiography, London 1901, 1 14; Callum Brown, Religion an 5oclety In Scotland SINCeE 1707,
Edinburgh 1997, 14-4 1

Likewise, that considerably INOTE students from the Church of Scotland than from the other
*wO churches visited Oxford ın the latter part of the nineteenth century MaYy suggest links between the
broad church segmen(ts of the [WO established churches.

Philip Schafft, Theological Propeedeutic 1, New ork 1892, 3572
'Ihis 18 NOTt suggest that theological trafhc [all Einbahnstrafße from the Continent

Brıtain. See for example, Nicholas Railton, No North Sea: TIhe Anglo-German Evangelical Network ın
the Middle of the Nineteenth Century, Leiden 2000; Stephan Holthaus, Fundamentalismus ın
Deutschland, Bonn 1993; John Roxborough, Ihomas Chalmers: Enthusiast for 1SS10N. Ihe Chris-
tı1an 00d of Scotland and the Rise of the Missionary Movement, Carlisle 1999; Kenneth tewart,
Restoring the Reformation: British Evangelicals and the Francophone "Reveil‘ 6-1 Milton
eynes 1996 Friedrich W ilhelm Kantzenbach, Johannes Christian Konrad VOI Hofmann Theologe
iın der Freiheit eines Christenmenschen, 1n Programme der Theologie: Denker, Schulen, Wirkungen
VO  —; Schleiermacher bis Moltmann, München 1978,;, 0-—-103,;, ere 93, notes that Hofmann Was

fascinated ith 'Ihomas Chalmer’s writings the godly ommonwealth‘’ anı efforts for parish
reform.
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century Anglo-American theological literature leaves the historlian untie?

Charles odge (1797-1878) of the Pres  erlan Princeton Semi1nary, the mOst

influential Amerıcan theologian of his generation, could make damning state-

ment “TIhe for (‚erman writers heology 15 factit10us, alien the gen1Us of
wherever ıt ex1sts, of dehabilitating anthe Anglo-American mind, an productive, tualrhapsodical musing”.*” Yet odge happily admitted deep intellectual an spirı

S|18debt his friend, August oluck, with whom he tudied al Halle 1n the late 1820

This study finds COMMOMN ground, then, with the work of SOMEC other scholars who

have uncovered surprising conclusions about the of evangelicals in mer1ıca

and the British Empire (erman theology, evolution, an biblical critic1sm, because

they refuse iımpose tidy liberal-conservatıve grid ONTO nineteenth-century
English-speaking Protestantism. ” An effect of this study mig also be C  enge
the presumption that nineteenth-century German heology Was iberal theology,
which ManYy American, British, an Canadian historians of heology hold, aving
earned it from neo-orthodoxy's ars judgement of the theological century that

preceded it. ailure respect the complexity of nineteenth-century German

heology results iın failure properly estimate 1ts eftect upon evangelicalis and,
INOIC broadly, English-speaking Protestantısm.

8 Why evangelical Presbyteriansf
TIhere ATC number of reaso1l>s why Mal y of the international students who visited
GGerman faculties of heology in the nineteenth century werI«c evangelical Presbyter-
1ans from Scotland Some of these reasons lie deep 1ın Scotland’s political an!
ecclesiastical context 1ın the VE Wesen of Presbyterlianısm. Some of these reAaSONS

aie specific Victorlian-era evangelical Presbyterianısm in Scotland. First, simply
put, Vell into the nineteenth century Presbyterian Scotland trusted Lutheran Ger-

mMan y IMNOTE than ıt di Episcopal England. Scottish Protestantism has not had
harmon10us relationship with 1ts greater southern neighbour an ıts Episcopal
church. A result, Scottish theology has habitually looked the Continent rather
than England for inspiratiıon an stimulation.“  0 Reformatıon an post-Reformation

1/ Charles Hodge, Review Article History of the Planting and Tramiıing of the Christian Church

by the Apostles, BYy ugustus Neander, 1nN: The Biblical Repertory Princeton Reviıew 15 (1844),
182

Charles Hodge, Systematiıc Theology IE New York 1871; 451, ote 52 Hodge, Ihe Life of

Charles Hodge, New ork 1880, 115-124; 133-142, 208-210, 216-219
Sell, The Kıse and Reception of Biblical Criticısm, 888 EvQ (1980) 132-148; Mark

Noll, Between Faith and Criticısm: Evangelicals, Scholarship an the Bible, New ork 1986; Richard
Rıesen, Criticısm an Faith in Late Victorian Scotland, Lanham 1988; avid Livingstone, Darwin’s

Forgotten Defenders: Ihe Encount Between Evangelical Theology and Evolutionary Thought,
Nonconformity’s Romantıc Generation: Evangelical an LiberalGrand Rapids 1987; Mark Hopkins,

Theologies 1ın Victorıan England, Carlisle 2004
At the tiıme of the Reformation, Scotland looked primarily Geneva, England to Zürich. See

Andrew Pettegree, TIhe Spread of Calvin’s Thought, 1n: Donald 1m (ed.), TIhe Cambridge
Companion John Calvin, Cambridge, TO07F—- 20& Torrance Kirby, Ihe Zurich Connection
and Tudor Political Theory, Leiden 2007
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Scottish divines WEeIC often Sschoole: the Continent took teaching
there *} During the times 1n the seventeenth century when the Stuart monarchs
forced bishops the Scottish church, INanYy Presbyterian miınısters waited Out their
exile 1n continental centres of eIiorme‘: Protestantism Political t1es between France
and CcCollan ate: from the Middle Ages: Huguenot academies in an an
Saumur WeTC thus natural choices for Scottish students. Relative asc of transporta-
t1ıon an from the Calvinist Netherlands, plus the international reputation of
Leiden, Groningen, anı Utrecht drew INany Scots Scottish students frequented the
University of Heidelberg in the sixteenth and seventeenth centurIies, as ell
eiorme academies in Herborn an (Jeneva. this Was the fact that
Presbyterians WeIec barred from ng degrees al Oxford and Cambridge until
subscription the Anglican articles of al Was 1n L&} When the urmoil
of the Napoleonic era ended; an the British Isles werTe longer isolated from the
rest of Europe, Scottish divinity Was ready 1ts old of g01nNg the
Continent for theological stimulation anı sidestep Anglican intolerance.

This tendency Was encouraged by the fact that the traditions at the centre of this
study, the Free Church an the United Presbyterians, WeIC evangelical. They WeIC

part, therefore, of the dominant form of English-speaking Protestantism iın the
nineteenth CeNTUry+-=—- a MOvemen that crossed with dSec international, confessional,;
and denominational borders.“* Trans-national mi1iss1ion organızatlons, Bible socletlies,
Prayer SIOUDS, and revivals, ell shared doctrinal eliefs, made evangelicalism
ruly international movement, fact strengthened by the ounding of the Evangelica.
Alliance In 1846 *° During the SaIine period rowıing SCI1S5C of theologica) rother-
hood ONg Reformed denominations led tOo the formation in 1875 of the Presby-
terlan and Reformed Alliance, the forerunner of the Or Jjance of Reformed
urches, ın which all Scottish Pres  erian churches participated from the onset.“*
Irue, the 1TCasonsSs listed above do nOot yel suggest why (ermany Wäas the destination of
SO Man Yy Scottish divinity students iın the nineteenth cCenturYy,. They do, however, cshow
that pa connected L/  Q  ottish divinity to the Continent. SOTINEC of those pa had
been ittle used ın the later eighteenth and VE early nineteenth centurYy, they were
nOot that NCW feet WONLL not find them

second 1Cason why Victorlian-era Scottish Presbyterians tudied 1ın Germany
OWECS the fact of Presbyterianism highly cerebral an doctrinally muscular
Protestant body. Presbyterianism has always been radically oriented the

21 Drummond, The irk and the Continent, Edinburgh 1956, G1
Ulrich Gäbler, ‚Auferstehungszeit’: Erweckungsprediger des 19 Jahrhunderts, München 1991;

Mark Noll/David Bebbington/George Rawlyk Evangelicalism: Comparatıve tudies of Popular
Protestantism 1n North America, the British Isles, and Beyond, —1 New ork 1994; John
Wolffe, TIhe Expansion of Evangelicalism: the Age of Wilberforce, More, Finney, and Chalmers,
Leicester 2007; avıd Bebbington, IThe Dominance of Evangelicalism: the Age of Spurgeon anı
Moody, Leicester 2005; idem, Evangelical Theology In the English-Speaking World during the
Nineteenth Century, 1n SBETLT (2004), 133150

lan Randall/David Hilborn, One Body ın Christ: Ihe Hiıstory and Significance of the Evange-
lical Alliance, Carlisle 2001

Marcel Pradervand, Century of Service: History of the World Alliance of Reformed
Churches, 5-1 Edinburgh 1975
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the sole rule of the church’'s al anı practice; historically, that rule has been

expressed systematically hrough Varlous confessions of al mOost famously the
W estminster Confession of 164 / Presbyterian churches have insisted uDOIL notıtıa of
God’s truth an ıt marks of the true church. As result, they ave

typically demanded educated ministry capable of the clear, intelligent presentation
of the biblical MECSSAHC, an encouraged theologically literate Jaity, keen learn
those doctrines ofar Upon visıting Scotland ın 1845, the SWISS church historian

Merle D’Aubigne marvelled al the penetrating of Christian doctrine by the

averag«c Presbyterian layperson.“” Presbyterians share with Lutherans rich confes-
sional heritage. 'Ihe contras with Anglicanism, centred ıt has been the Book of
C(Common Prayer; 15 equaliy obvious. W illiam Cunningham, theologian an principal
of the Free Church’s New College, Edinburgh, from 184 / 1861, despised the

"Anglican M1N: simply incapable of inking the Christian aith— in contrast, he

felt, Scotland, Germany, anı ven ome  26 Ihus, maJor reasom why Scots
concerned themselves with GGerman heology 1ın the nineteenth century Was that
there an then biblical crıtic1ısm, systematic heology, an Dogmengeschichte WeIC

eing moOost avidly pursued Reformed church 1n COUNIrY of the Book” could nOot

ignore the NCW,) often threatening, questions eing asked in the (Jerman universities
of the Bible, the church'’'s dogmas, an 1ts historical self-awareness.“” If it did, it TO
faith with its past an forfeited ıts present wiıtness. Indeed, eaders ike almers an

Cunningham felt it reproach that GermanYy rather than Calvinist Scotland Was

eading the WaYy ın the study of the biblical text an history.““
In his account of the orıgın an development of academic heology in the nıne-

teenth-century (Jerman universitlies, Ihomas Howard wrote “NO SIMa number of

foreign theologians an religious eaders ame the conclusion that cCon  Tary
Protestant heology led by GermanYy represented something of watershed in the

history of Christianı | It Was either pioneering brave DNECW possibilities for the
of Christian thought else it Was eading the faithful down destructive

path of restless innovatıon an hubristic erudition” Evangelical Scottish Presby-
terlans werTITcC ell that German theology Was pursulng both paths, fact which
August Tholuck detected early 1835 when visıting ritain.” As such, it wanted
tOo meet head-on the challenge comıng from Germany. This WOULU defuse ıts dangers

25 Merle D’Aubigne, Germany, England, an Scotland; OTI, Recollections of SWISS Minıiıster,
New ork 1848, 119{., 127

Robert alny an! James Mackenzie, The Life of W illiam Cunningham, London 1871,
43 7, 59

'Ihe phrase 15 from Cheyne, The Bible an Change 1n the Nineteenth Gentury, 1N: Studies
ın Scottish Church History, Edinburgh 1999, 123-13838,; ere 124

alny and Mackenzie, The Life of William Cunningham (cf£. fn 23 511
Howard, Protestant Theology and the Making of the Modern German University (cf£. fn

XAFTI:
Leopold 1  e, {)Das Leben oluck's IX Bielefeld-Leipzig 1886, 250 Tholuck explained: “die

einen schliefisen sich mehr die christliche NnNeUE deutsche Theologie die anderen die lau
vermittelnde VO:  > Morus, OpPpe, Kuinvel”. At the sSamne tıme, Scottish students In GermanYy were ften
shocked the low level of church attendance there, an the practical unbelief of Man y of the people
they encountered.
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and, at the Sarille tıme, ICaD ıts benefits In fact, this dual goal ould AaDDCal be
important background factor behind the ounding of the Free Church’'s New College,
Edinburgh, premi1er theologica. college iın Brıtalin, an the fact that the Free
Church Wäas the first denomination in Britain erecC chairs 1n critical exeges1s al
New College an! its other colleges In Glasgow an Aberdeen ** {t also explains why
evangelical Presbyterian students an scholars werTe encouraged read the best
German divinity an! to study ın Germany.““

Finally, number of factors peculiar the breakaway Presbyterian churches ın
Vıctorıan CotUan: helped the AV! of Free Church anı United Pres  erlan
students Germany. From ıts VE beginning, the Free Church Wads remarkabl
ambitious. It Sa itself the true Church of Cotland, the guardian an inheritor of
the rich eiIiorme tradition 1ın Briıtain, an the vanguard of international vangel-
icalism— a bold opınıon shared by SOTINEC outside observers.® Ihe high calling of Its
mıiniısters anı professors the work of Christ'’s church emande: the best LESOUTCES
at hand for INaNY, this ncluded studies ın Germany. 1ıle Scottish divinity studies
WeEIC super10r that in the English unıversities— a Leipzig professor warned British
students interested In semester in GermanYy that their unıversiıtles were places of
real learning, nNnOot finishing schools” for gentlemen al Oxford an: Cambridge! —
there Was ou that German divinity Was eading the WdY ın technical S  expertise.”
Already iın the S) evangelicals in the Church of cotlan: WeIC interested in
Germany’s heology an ıts models of theological education, althoug. students of this
tradition did nNnot begin arrıving ın German faculties until the 1850s.?> This (wenty-
VCar lag 15 understandable Ihe decade eading to the 1843 Dıisruption fully
aDSOrDe: evangelicals in theologica. debate an: ecclesiastica politicking; the decade
after Sa the infant Free Church concentrating building church infrastructure
nıhilo

The United Presbyterians also valued educated mMI1NIStrYy. Nor Was the Secession
tradition otnNere! by the ecclesiastica| conflict that gripped the Church of Cotlan:
And yet vmundane Teason elps explain why secessi0n1ist students wWerTe the first
Scots study in Germany. By seceding from the sSTate church in the eighteenth
century, secessionist churches lost all the benefits of the church establishment,;

31 On New College's founding SE tewart Brown, TIhe Disruption an the Dream: the Making of
the New College —1 1: David Wright/Gary Badcock Disruption Dıiversity:
Edinburgh Divinity 6-—-1 Edinburgh 1996, 29-50 British Nonconformity Was close behind the
Presbyterians iın engaging (Jerman Biblical crıticısm: see Willis Glover, Evangelical Nonconform-
ists and Higher Criticism in the Nineteenth Century, London 1954

Alexander Mackwen, The Life and Letters of John Cairns, London 1895, 149152 ote the
German books recommended 1n Proposal for the Foundation an Formation of Libraries in the
Manses of the TrTee Church of Scotland:; ıth Catalogue of Books, Revised anı Recommended by the
The Rev. Cunningham, Principal, and TIhe Rev. Buchanan, Professor of Theology,
New College, Edinburgh 1849

D’Aubigne concluded breathlessly fter meeting Chalmers anı sıtting In the Tee Church
General Assembly iın 1845 that the infant denomination ,  15 perhaps destined at the present period
be the vanguard of Christ’s army”. D’Aubinge, GermanYy, England, and Scotland c£. fn. 22 L26

Caspar GregorYy, Ihe Study of Theology in Germany, especially at Leipzig, 1n (1891)
18—-20, ere 18

Drummond, TIhe irk an the Continent (e£. fn 18), 235
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including the rig. Taın miıinısters the divinity faculties the unıversities of
Edinburgh Glasgow, Aberdeen, an! Andrews Ihey had to educate their OW.

candidates for MINISEILy Ihe humble of theologica education the secess10nN1st
churches the early part of the nineteenth century mean that these candidates
gathered with part i1me professors for ntiense SUTLLILNEI SCS5510I11 ten month
1ECES>S ollowe: Astudents tudied independently ıle working al jobs OTr

MINISICYy practiıcum This long vacatıon IC remained until the United Presby-
terl1an Dıvinıty all Was reorganized 18578 allowed students spen the fall
wınter, SPI1INS GermanYy And 1t WAas, wWwTrote Andrew Drummond that
“between 1540 an 1850 several TYTiıLLan. students afterwards made famous the
United Presbyterian Church) made history DyII the of post graduate
study, JE centurıes earlier, had drawn OUT eologues Heidelberg, Herborn
and Helmstädt”

11{1 1€ (erman faculties of eology®
Ihe rst WaVe carriedRres  erian students crossed the Nordsee three

ver small number of students from the secessi0nNn1ıst tradition during the an:!
early Like their Amerıican eIiorme brothers, the seCESSIONIST students
gravitated anı Berlin; Göttingen‘ reputation OI Amerıcan evangelicals

stronghold of neology aAaDPCaLs ave kept it off their Wanderjahre, too.
eology at had also been dominated Dy neology when Americans egan
ArT1V1INg the S looking IMDITOVEC their philological skills under the famous
Hebraist Wilhelm (Gresen1us But the 1826 calling of August oluck

professorship the faculty Was andmar. mMoment the history of the rans-
1I11SS1I0N of (GGerman heology to the English peaking WOTF. oluck Christ centred

David W oodside Ihe Soul of Scottish Church OI, The Contribution of the United Presby-
terı1an Church Scottish Life anı Religion, Edinburgh 1917 109 135

37 Drummond The irk anı the Continent (cf. fn 18) 25
tally of around 250 15 made from the denominational records, which BIVC details of where

miıinısters studied W illiam Ewing (ed Annals of the ree Church of Scotland 1843 1900 Edinburgh
1914 John Lamb ed.) The Aastlı of the United ree Church of Scotland 1900 1929 Edinburgh
1956 Robert Small (ed —r Hıstory of the GCongregations of the United Presbyterian Church from 1733

1900 Edinburgh 1904 Hugh CO ed.) Astı Ecclesiae Scoticanae the Succession of Minısters
the Church of Scotland from the Reformation, Edinburgh 1915 1928 These annals AT neither
comprehensive NOr eXaC They do NnOoTt always record if student studied GermanYy 'ven when other
SOUTCES like biographies and autobiographies indicate that he did Nor do they gIVeC the EXaC! date of
study This estimate by adding the date of birth For these reasoNsS, SIVC
ap'  te dates for the three of students anı avoid making final tally of exactly how

INany  39 evangelical Presbyterians studied ı Germany ] this period.
Dn Alexander, Ihe Life of Joseph Addison Alexander E New ork 1870, AD D37;

Hodge, The Life of Charles Hodge (e£: fn 18), 164—-66, 181 See Iso James Moorhead, Joseph
Addison Alexander Common Sense, Komantıcısm anı Biblical Criticism Princeton, JPH 523
(1975) 51

Ernst Kähler, Halle, Universität 388 02 especially 39() 250 Jahre Nıversıta)
alle Streifzüge durch ihre Geschichte Forschung un Lehre, Halle 1944 109
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piety—he had made Zinzendorfs mO en hab’ 1U ıne Passıon, un die ist Er,;
11UTr Er” his own— Biblicism, anı OrthodoxXy resonated with evangelicals.“” He became

beacon that drew Man Yy of them aile: an! h1s fluency iın English an willingness
eirıen. students of promisıng intellect an p10us heart created astıng friendships

with INalıy evangelical students from Scotland an Ameri1ca. TIhe friendships formed
in these early WeIC maintained OVver the next decades Dy Tholuck’s involvement
in the Evangelical lance, ven if ceased be destination for Scottish
evangelicals after the early 18508

From the standpoint of evangelicalism, oluck ell deserves the epitaph church
father of the nineteenth century (Martın Kähler) He mentored students who WOUL
become [9281 the MOST significant Reformed theologians of the nineteenth-century
evangelical world.* Tholuck’s interpretation of the history of (GGerman heology Was

V important in CoNvincıng these future eaders of evangelicalism that the cold anı
IMp10US neology of the Enlightenmen Was NOTt the extent of (GGerman heology
Rather, hrough the impulses of the Erweckungsbewegung an Schleiermacher,
much (GGerman heology had returned the Scriptures, esus Christ, an the
Reformation’s testiımonYy the reality of SIN an > Cn if this return tended

skip 0)'448 seventeenth-century orthodoxy.““ Tholuck’s Amerıcan students nCcIude:
odge of Princeton, whom he ame consider close friend, George Park Fisher of
Yale, M1 of Unıion Sem1nary, Moses Stuart anı FEdwards Amasa Park of
Andover SeminarYy; Tholuck’s Scottish visıtors ncluded the Congregationalist theo-
logian, Lindsay Alexander, John er: influential United Presbyterian pastor
and professor who tudied with him for S1X months in 1842, an ohn ( alrns
—who would shoot promıinence the leader of the secession1iıst tradition
In Scotland, an! principal of the United Presbyterians 1vinıty Ha In the spring
of 1844, oluck Was orlenting Calrns CO  Tary German heology, VEln

das Studentenleben Was opening the Scot’'s mind LICW culture—he
excitedly WTOTe his family that almost all his fellow students owned strange
ing called coffee machine! Calirns Was gılte student who quickly mastered

See Hans-Walter rumwiede, August Tholuck, In Martın Greschat ed.) Gestalten der
Kirchengeschichte Q uttga “1994, 281-—-292

42 See August Tholuck, Evangelical Theology ın Germany: urvey of Life Teacher of
Theology, 388 Phillip chafft/S. Irenaeus Prime History, ESSays, Orations, and erDocuments
of the Sixth General Conference of the Evangelical Alliance, eld 1n New York; October 2-12, E87/3,
New York, 85—-89

1}  €: Das Leben oluck’s (cf. fn. Z Z 73-—-78,; 142,; 169, 0-91, - Useful (from the
American side) 18 Roland Bainton, Yale an German Theology ın the middle of the nineteenth
CenturYy, In ZKG (1954) 294302

E.g. odge, 5Systematic Theology (cf. fn 15), 303, IL 440, 452, 534 See Iso eifer Erb,
Pıetism and Tractarıan Oxford. Edward Bouverie useYy, Evangelicalism and the Interpretation of
(German Theology, 1388 Wolfgang Breul-Kunkel/Lothar Vogel Rezeption und Reform: Fest-
schrift für Hans Schneider seinem Geburtstag, Darmstadt-Kassel; 309412

45 Lionel Alexander Ritchie, Ker, John (1819-1886), In Oxford Dictionary ofNational Biography,
Oxford 2004 [http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/15453, accessed Sept 2008]; CGalrns, Princı1-
pal C.aırns (cf. fn 3), 55-—-58; cEwen, TIhe Life an Letters of John Calirns (cf. fn. 29), 148209 The
chronology 15 uncertaın: Cairn’s biography states that he visited GermanYy in 1843, anı that Ker and
others followed him there.
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(GJerman, an Tholuck sought in vaın ave him remaın in Privatdozent. It

15 nNOT difhcult SCS Tholuck’s WAarImIn plety an ability build ecumenical bridges
around evangelical essentials, ell his warıness of rigi dogmatic heology,
reflected in Cairns: subsequent CATeGCGT iın Scottish church ıfe an worldwide Re-

formed an! evangelical circles.
Before visıting Halle, (alrns SpP' the wınter semester of 1843-44 in Berlin. Ihe

heology aC iın Berlin Was visible AaCrOos>$S the sSCcCas the hining star of nineteenth-
ın Germany it Was the best faculty in the

century (1erman theology—Schaff insıste
best university in the world From the 1914 it WAas, overall, the heology
faculty MOST visited Dy evangelical Scots. By the time they egan attending lectures

there, Schleiermacher WAas, of COUTSC, dead.“ But well-known professors remained
who WeICcC erhaps IMOTE amenable evangelical belief. Ihe formidable

Hengstenberg (  2-6 Was professor ordINAr1IUS S1ince 1828 Hıs strıct VIEeEWS

the inspiratıon an! infallibility of the Bible, an the dogmatıc rather than historical
method shown in his masterwork Christologie des en Testaments, ALC often
ridiculed iın (GGerman scholarship regressive an restrictive. But such VIeWwSs WEeIC,

in fact, standard in nineteenth-century evangelical churches ike the Free Church an

the United Presbyterians, an vVelmnl within the IMNOTE diverse Church of Scotland.“®
TIhe church historian August Neander (1789-1855) attracted secession1ist students,
he did other evangelicals. (alrns Was wildly enthusiastıc about Neander’'s lectures. In

etters ome his family he described how the eccentrı1ıc professor lectured in dirty
COAaL, ausıng CVECILIY second sentence Sspit, twıstıng his PCIH pleces he lost
himself in passıon for his ubject “When he has Ainished his ecture, yOou SCC only

the MOStT wonderful eing ın the
MMass of saliva an the rags ofhis pehn Neander 15

Universıty an would gladly ave OMMeEe Berlin ear him alone” ıle
(‚alrns professed value above all Neander’s lectures in Dogmatik an Sittenlehre,
his historical works had much greater influence Scottish Presbyterlans an the

evangelical world Ihe combined effect of Neander’s pectoral heology an! his

romantıc historiography wWas focus attention the organıc srowth in history of
the mystical body of Christ. Ihis challenged Vallgelical Presbyterians inherited

theory of church history fall from early purı of belief an plety, which Was

repaired only at the Reformation. It encouraged them ell reckon historically
with the subjective ife of the Christian believer, instead of Just with doctrine an

polity.””

Schaff, GermanYy (cf. fn 63
Berlin 1960; alter Drefi$ß, Berlin,Walter Elliger, 150 Jahre Theologische Fakultät Berlin,

Universität, 1n IRE d 31-38,; especially S3
Andrew Fairbairn, who had fled the stricter Calvinism of the Presbyterian churches iın Scotland

for Congregationalism, wWwWas still finding profitable Hengstenberg's lectures exegesI1s during his visıt

Berlin in 1865 See Selbie, TIhe Life of Andrew artın Fairbairn, London 1914,
Cairns, Principal Calrns (cf. fn
Neander 15 recommended reading 1n Proposal for the Foundation and Formatıon of Libraries

1ın the Manses of the ree Church of Scotland (cf. fn 29) Philip Schaff, Hıstory of the Christian
Church B Peabody, Mass. 2002 18 37 notes Neander’s wide circulation T} evangelical
Protestants, oe€es Gooch, History and Historjlans in he Nineteenth GenturYy, London 1928, 535
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In the mid S: OIMlC of Tholuck’'s several VIisS1Its Britain, he remarked with
surprise: “merkwürdig, welchen Finflu{fß aber allmählich die deutsche eologie auch
hier gewiıinnt. In Schottland lernen alle eologen deutsch, meln Kommentar ZUrFr

Bergpredigt un: Römerbrief ist ın Schottland übersetzt; auch in Cambridge lernt es
deutsch”.?* It 15 ımportant note, that alongside this first WAaVeE of Scottish Presby-
terl1ans Germany, Edinburgh publishing house egan translating (erman
theological works for evangelical Upon [OUr of GermanYy in the S,
Ihomas ar Was struck Dy the idea of publishing translations of (German heology
anı 1DI1Ca. studies which could strengthen the kind of evangelical beliefs he held,
anı 1C the denomination he joined SOINE later, the Free Church, xempli-
fed.”* In the S: Clark’'s 1DiI1Ca: Cabinet published works Dy theologians who
werTIie ouched Dy the Erweckungsbewegung: Friedrich Krummacher, Hengstenberg,
Neander, an less than S1X volumes from oluck. In combination with his
nephew (of the Samnle name), ar of Edinburgh then established the Foreıgn
Theological Library imprint, which published Neander's nıne volume General Hıis-

LOYYV of the Christian eligion and ChurcheHengstenberg's Christology of
the Old Testment (4 vol., 854-58), urther volumes Dy oluck, an works Dy
theologians whom Scottish Presbyterians considered evangelical, ike ermann
Olshausen, Rudolph Stier an: Tholuck’s colleague Julius Müller.

basıc theologica orlıentatıon CONNECTS the (GJerman theologians with whom
secessionist students tudied an the translations made by the Free Church-con-
nected ar Ihis orlentatıon explains why the Universıity of onn Was also
destination for the secessionıiıst students: from ıts establishment 1n 1818, the theo-
ogical faculty Wäas mixed confession anı pro-Union, anı remained conservatıve
stronghold of the Vermittlungstheologie until the 1870s.”° Scottish Presbyterlans
OUuUnN:! this mediating heology amenable their OW. evangelical convıctl1ons.
Beyond that, this theological orlıentatıon explains the faculties of choice for the
second WaVe of Scottish Presbyterians Germany, ar encompassed the
1850 fo 1890, an NO included Free Church students 1ın addition toO United
Presbyterians, ell maller numbers from the Church of Scotland.°* At this
pomint it 15 of the utmost importance tune Out the crles of “"Teutonic infidelity‘ ear

Neander’s influence Was by limited evangelicals, either. Mrs. Oliphant, Memaoıir of John
Tulloch, Edinburgh 1888, 59—60, records Tulloch, the future principal of St. Mary's College StT.
Andrew's University and iberal churchman, deeply impressed Dy Neander’'s lectures upon his 1847

ö 1 1}  e: Das Leben oluck’s (cf. fn 2); 248
See James arvey, Ihe Publishing House of Messrs. Clark; Edinburgh, 1n 51 (1939),

10—-13; empster, Hıstory of Clark, Soham 1992 Richard Pfaff, Anglo-American
Patristic Translations 6—1 1n JEH 28 (1977) 39—-58, ere 48, notes that Philip Schaft credited

Clark ith doing 1L1OTE than aNnyOoN«C else make (Jerman theological scholarship accessible tOo
the English-speaking theological world.

53 Asserted Dy cEwen, The Life and Letters of John Calrns Cet: fn 3); 149, although nNnOT

supported by the ASsTı. On the Bonn theology faculty SCC Gerhard Goeters, Bonn, Uniiversität,
1n IRE f 75—-79, especially 76-77

Marcus ods ed.) Ihe Early JLetters of Marcus Dods, —1London 1910, indicates
that the future New College professor Was anticıpating studying in GermanYy in the early

ZKG D Band 0- 1



“Landlouping Students of Divinity”: Scottish Presbyteri1ans ın (jerman Theology Faculties

often in Victorıan Britain listen closely how Scottish Presbyterlans themselves

described (jerman theologians an chools of hought For velmn when Scottish
they were nevertheless that, from

Presbyterl1ans engaged in such bluster,
evangelical perspective, heology in GermanYy contained wholesome wheat along with

much chaff. TIhere Was SUC ing the c  German theology' of this polemical
lIiterature nstead, varlıety of theological position anı schools werIr«e found the

centurYy. ven within faculty(Jerman university faculties OVer the long nıneteent
CI it 1s essential when listenin how

diversity of opinıon Was possible. Furth
Scottish Presbyterlans described nıneteenth-century (G(erman heology bracket

fully drawn categorizations ike Erweckungsbe-out CO  TarYy scholarship s E
an die Vermittlungstheologie.”” Evangelicals

WeEZUNG;) Neupietismus, Neuluthertum,
They spoke, rather, of montage of

of this era did not uUuSsSe such eat categorIies.
the Erweckungsbewegung an

evangelical an rthodox theologians rooted in

Schleiermacher’s rejuvenation of Protestant heology, deeply opposed the ratiıon-

M It went under the name of “Liberal
alistic theological tendencies ın (Ge
Orthodox”,“Liberal Evangelica ”‚“Mediating school”,“believing theologians‘, Just

W illiam Hastıe INCluded within this mediating EVaANHC-“Evangelical”. bor example,
lical school Johann Tobias Beck, Stier, an Tholuck, theologians whom most church

etists.” Upon the death of the Old
historlans would NO classify pletists O-D.
Testament cholar Fkranz Delitzsch, his friend Stewart Salmond of the Free Church

College, Aberdeen, wrote “W e much INOTEC than ave yet confessed inNEeIN

Dollinger, not speaklike Ewald, Rothe, Hofmann, Beck, Tholuck, eT; Dorner,
of Schleiermacher, Neander, an others of earlier date May God ralse on

ble wed the NCW learnıng of the
scholars of the sSsamıe rank and of ike spirıt,

evangelical faith of the past»'58 Under editor W illiam Blaikie
present an the robust,
of New College, Edinburgh, The Catholic Presbyterian (the ganl of the Presbyterilan
and Reformed Alliance) \  - ser1es of articles in 1879-80 CO  rarYy Vall-

gelical German theologians. ncluded wer«ec the neo-Lutheran Christoph Luthardt an
d59mediating theologlans Isaak Dorner an UgU: Trar

E.g. Felix Flückiger, Die Protestantische Theologie des 19. Jahrhunderts, Göttingen 1975;
der deutschsprachigen evangelischen Theologie VO  - Albrecht Ritschl

Eckhard Lessing, Geschichte
bis ZUTr Gegenwa 870-191 8, Göttingen 2000; Kantzenbach and Joachim Mehlhausen,

Neuluthertum, 1n A 24, 3077 —41; Michael Murrmann-Kahl, Vermittlungstheologie, 1n TRE 34,

730737 aınton, ale an German
For SOINC evangelical opinions SCC Schaff, GermanYy (cf. fn E55;

Edinburgh 1896, 12<23:
theology (et. fn. 40) 298; George Park Fisher, Hıstory of Christian Doctrine,

Peake, TIhe Hıstory of Theology, 1n Peake ed.) GermanYy in the Nineteenth CenturYy,
Manchester, 129-184.

W illiam Hastıe, Introduction, Frederic Lichtenberger, Hıstory of (jerman Theology ın the

Nineteenth CGentury, Edinburgh 1889,
55 Salmond, Franz Delitzsch: the Tribute of Friend and Pupil, 1n (1889/90),

201-203, ere 201, 203
59 George Matheson, Theologians of the Day- Dorner, 1n The Catholic Presbyteri1an (1879)

0-58; idem, Theologians of the Day- Ebrard, 1n TIhe Catholic Presbyterian (1879), 10—-20;
Luthardt, 1n Ihe Catholic Presbyterlan (1879),Alexander tewart, Theologians of the Day-

6—-54 Iso seEe Heron, An Exchang between Scotland and GermanYy 1ın 1879 Ebrard of

Erlangen an Matheson of Inellan, 1n STIh (1989), 341-366
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i# 1$ not surprisıng, then, that inventory of the New College library from 1868
cshows bookshelves full of divines whom church historians oday WOU.| classify
neo-piletist, mediating, an neo-Lutheran.° During the decades 1850 1890,
ar Was making accessible in translation this German evangelical school Johann
eier Lange, Dorner, Beck, Delitzsch, Kahnis, Richard Rothe, Friedrich
Phillipi, Karl Nitzsch, Karl Ullmann, Frank, well SWISS evangelicals like
Frederic an Alexandre iıne Of COUISC, Scottish Presbyterians recognized
diversity in this theologica. MOSAaIlC. Moreover, they WeTliTC that this GGerman
evangelical differed from their OW: evangelicalism in iıts INOTE critical stance
the confessions of alth, enthusiasm for philosophical speculation, an willingness
concede S of historical fact an! detaijil in the ible—this 15 what made SOINEC of
them 1ıberal evangelicals. stock evangelical al Was assumed between the Free
Church an United Presbyterians an this German theological moOSsaIlc. 'Ihe British
and Foreign Evangelica Reviews closely linked with evangelical Presby-
terlans iın cotland, reviewed for ıts readers the conte of the mediating ournal
Theologische tudien und Kritiken, the Jahrbücher für Deutsche eologie edited by
Isaak Dorner, and the confessionalist Theologische Zeitschrift an Zeitschrift für die
gesamte lutherische eologie und Kirche.©) It also translated articles that had
originally appeare in these periodicals. Its mandate, of COUISC, Was present
COININON evangelical front from Germany, Brıtain, an merıca agalnst the forces of
theologica! rationalism anı infidelity.”“

With OIlIC exception, the second WAaVC of Scottish Pres  erian students Ger-
INallıYy consistently eached university faculties and/or professors who shared this
COININON evangelical al Ihe Fastı indicate that übingen, Heidelberg, Berlin,
Le1pz1g, an rlangen WeIC the chools of choice between approximately 1850 an
1890 Ihe faculties of heology at these unıversiıties WeIcCc either of CONSsServalıve
mediating reputatıon, they hosted evangelical professors, such the University of
Tübingen, where eck an! Gustav Oehler taught alongside the theologica. descend-
ants of Baur. Ihe (Q)HE exception Was Göttingen s aC of philosophy, where
the Old Testament cholar August Wa (  37 Was magnet for Scots
keen 1mprove their anguage an historical sensibilities.°“ though VvVen

‚Wa ıt Was explained to Scottish evangelicals, owed much the Württemberg
pletism of Bengel!®” The Free urchman Davidson (1831—-1902), who tudied
al Göttingen iın 1854, Was probably the MOst influential of wald’s INanıy foreign

William Paterson ed.) Catalogue of the Printed Books an Manuscripts 1ın the Library of the
New College, Edinburgh, Edinburgh 1868

have en information about these journals from Friedrich Mildenberger, Geschichte der
deutschen evangelischen Theologie iın und Jahrhundert, uttga: 1981, 239252

empster, British anı Foreign Evangelical Review, 1n Dictionary of Scottish Theology
anı Church History CC£: fn 10), 9596

65 Ulrich Köpf, übingen, Universi1tät, 1: TRE 34, 5/7/-65, especially 1-64
eyer, Geschichte der Öttinger theologischen Fakultät, 1n 472 (1937); /-107;

Rudolph Smend, Theologie In Göttingen, 1n Gerhard Besier/Edward Lohse Glaube-Bekennt-
nis-Kirchenrecht, Göttingen 1989, TEn T

See Herman Freiherr VO  - der O,  Z Bengal anı his School,; 1: British an Foreign Evangelical
Review F3 (1862), 4-42, here 339
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students. Davidson s biographer wrote: “In Old estament an other Semitıc studies
He went at the beginnınghe received effectual help elsewhere than in Edinburgh

of OoOnNne of his SUMMECI vacatıons Gottingen, where Ewald,; the greates Old Testa-

ment cholar of his time, Was al the height his o an! fame. Ihere he had
her student iın that Te-Wäarl tiıme

doubtless much the SaIllc experlences mMan y anOot
however, that despitewhich NO far off“ Hıs biographer aSsures readers,

'Khis head an Was rather
the deep mark Ewald made Davidson, the Scotsman

inclined be critical”. in teacCching CAtec: that lasted until 1902, Davidson mediated

evangelical form of Fwald’s understanding of the Old Testament historical

revelation entıire generation New College students (as ell using
Davidson’s protege, the

translation of FEwald’s Hebrew grammar textbook).
S1ve pursul of critical historical

ashy W illiam Robertson Smith, whose aggres
approach the Bible landed hi before the Free Church Assembly heresy

an the en! of his ıfe counted him OoONe of
charges, also studied with Ewald,

typical of evangelical Presbyter1ans of this time that
his biggest influences. But ıt 15
Robertson AFr combined study with Ewald with SUmMMEI semester (1867) 1n

whose conservatıve Biblical commentarıes an!
onn with an 4  A  >
I)as en Jesu WeICcC published in Edinburoh at this time, an then Heidelberg, with

d68the mediating divines Rothe an Friedrich Nippol
Robertson Smith had been initially W: of g01 Heidelberg. Scottish Presby-

who formed the centre of the
terlans were ambivalent about (1799-1867/

fessorships from 1837-49 an agaln 1854-67
Heidelberg faculty during his PDTo
Despite converted heart, his D  ulatıve mind pushed the boundaries of evangelical

Ihe conservatıve Calvinist John Laidlaw, PIofessor of
and rthodox theology.®
systematic heology al New College from 881-1904, cshows ell this ambivalence.

ıle Daniel Schenkel Was
aidlaw studied at Heidelberg in the SUmM ME of 1858

“windbag” |Schwätzer|, Rothe’s words WeIC gold. aidlaw acclaimed him the
later, he

greates Protestant theologian S1inCe Schleiermacher. Almost fo

recalled ecture halls pPacked with students listening ecture the ecau
of the mediation of the human divine, church an world, Wissenschaft an plety.

stence that the Was not the Word of God
But Laidlaw implied that Rothe’s insı
but merely historical wıtness t— and velm then not divine revelation s only

lical position Scriıpture. 1g it also be
wıtness— was clearly less than the EVaANSC

London 1917, 66-6/ Compare Iso ith oge:James Strahan, Andrew Bruce Davidson,
the Non-Conformist

Tomes, Learning New Technique : Ihe Keception of Biblical Criticısm 1ın

Colleges, 1n URCHS) (2004) 288—-314
ertson Smith, 1: (1894), 356-—361,; especially 3558;almond, Professor W illiam Rob

illiam Robertson Smith, London 1912,; 55—95
Sutherland Black and George Chrystal, Ihe Life of

See 1so Ronald Nelson, Ihe Theological Development of the oung Robertson Smith, 1n EvQ 45

(1973), 81—-99
ange, The Life of the Lord Jesus Christ, Edinburgh 1864 Lange's long tenure at Bonn from

185480 helped eNSUuTEC the faculty's conservatıve character.
Heinrich Bornkamm , DiIie Heidelberger theologische kultät, 1n Ruperto-Carola. Aus der

Heidelberg 1961, 135-—162; Gustav
Geschichte der Universität Heidelberg un: ihrer Fakultäten,

Adolph Benrath, Heidelberg, Universität, TRE 14,A especially 6-8'

ohn Laidlaw, Richard Rothe, of Heidelberg, 1n (1899), 439443
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the ase that the ambivalence felt toward Rothe Dy evangelical Presbyterlans owed
something the fact his Hegelian-influenced belief in the ultimate fusion of an:
church ounded VE much ike the sanctification of the Erastian principle that Free
Church an United Presbyterians disavowed? In an y Casc, it 1S remarkable that
twenty-fived after Rothe’s ea Clark’s Expository Times Was publishing
In instalments his commentary ohn Rothe’s enduring popularity ON$ British
evangelicals, Scottish Presbyterians NC. throughout the latter Tı of the
Vıctorlan GL in other words, long after the SOTT of speculative mediating heology
he promoted Was passe in Germany, 18 partly attributable the fact that philosoph-
ical idealism Was in Osu 1ın Brıtain al the end of the nineteenth century. Hegel's
hought Was recelving much attention, especially al the unıversıiıtlies of Oxford an
Glasgow.

Another mediating theologian, Isaak Dorner S drew INanıy Scottish
Presbyterians an Congregationalists Berlin. Indeed, the Expository Times
pOo  @ “Dorner has been singularly fortunate 1n the favour he enJOYys with British
students”.  » /2 As with Rothe, long after orner's OW. star had faded in Germany and,
in fact, long after his ea Entwicklungsgeschichte der Lehre Von der Person Christi
an! System der christlichen Glaubenslehre remained influential 1n evangelical theo-
logy.  /3 Already from the S, Free Church an United Pres  erian theologians
considered VE seriously his crıtic1ısm of the halcedonian Christology their confes-
sional standards committed them t 9 they also appropriate IManYy of his insights
concerning the prior1ity of the incarnatıon in theologica. methodology, an! WeTIC

challenged by his critique of the dualism inherent 1n evangelicalism s traditional VIEW
of redemption.‘“ The personal iınk between Scottish divinity an! Dorner also
continued after his ex his SO  — August Dorner warmly greeted the initial pub-
lication of the The AtNOolLl1Cc Presbyterian, anı ope it WOU. SCIVC bridge for
continued contact between CcCoUÜUan an Germany.“”

Scottish Presbyterians flocked {oO the University of rlangen 1850 1865
This Was the heology faculty's Blütezeit: August Ebrard 888 an Herzog

held the chair in eiIiorme: heology, an the neo-Lutherans Gottfried
TIhomasius “  > HofmannSanı Delitzsch (  3-9 WeIcC famous./®

/1 See Sell, Philosophical Idealism an Christian Belief,; New ork 1995
John Banks, Our ebt tOo (GJerman Theology, 1: (1892/93), /2-—-74, 121-122, 1/2-174,

ere 1272 FOor American Presbyterian perspective SCC Friedrich Wilhelm Graf/Johannes Wisch-
> Verständigung der Protestanten diesseits und jenseıts des Ozeans” die Korrespondenz
zwischen Isaak August Dorner und Charles Briggs (1866-1884), 1n HM’Ih/ZNIhG L5 (2008),
6—1

73 Hıstory of the Development of the Doctrine of the Person of Christ, Edinburgh 1861-—-72;
System of Christian Doctrine, EdinburghC

For example, Dorner the Sinless Perfection of Christ, 1n British Foreign anı Evangelical
Revilew 5 (1862), 583-0632; Dorner the Immutability of God, 1n British Foreign and Evangelical
Review (1863), © E ote especially Oorner’'s influence James OUOrr, professor at the United
Tree Church College ın Glasgow: Ihe Christian View of God anı the World As entring the
Incarnatıon, Edinburgh 1893; TIhe Progress of ogma, London 1901 See urther Jen Scorgle,
all for Continuity: the Theological Contribution of James Orr, Macon 1988, especially 48; 50-51; 97/;
111 25 155

Dorner In otes and Queries, 1: Ihe Catholic Presbyterian (1879), 9-—6|
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ame Candlish I  E  9 wh studied at rlangen an! later became professor of
wrote “In these days, whensystematiıc heology at Glasgow Fkree Church College,

Malıy students arce, yCcar Dy yYCal in increasıng number, flocking the Universities in
the Universıity of

GermanYy, an studying the productions of 1ts ertile minds,
rlangen 15 OIlC that has become of late VC favourıte resort of this purpoOscC.,

the place POSSCSSCS smallMany reaSONS mig be assigned for this For ONC thıng,
attractions of external kind quıiet COUNTrY tOwn iın Northern Bavarla, ıt lies amid

pleasant an picturesque SCENeC P rlangen 15 place where SUMMEI mMaYy be
he aspects of erman ife in tOoOwn an cCountry MaYy bepleasantly spent, an where

observed, free from the disturbing influence of urısts anı: travellers. And then, LOO,

in S University ıt POSSCSSCS attractiıons of high order for the theologlan. It mMay be

said be the head-quarters of the modern Lutheran orthodoxy”.  » 77 Ihe rlangen
school of neo-Lutheranism owed much the Erweckungsbewegung (as did Ebrard

the Reformation, Scots it had theand Herzog) it did the doctrines of
reputatiıon eing evangelical, Vell despıte the haughty attachment of Man y of ıts

nNgcChH faculty, Hofmann himselfprofessors the Book of Concord. mong the Erla
chould be singled Out for the profound influence he had Scottish heology hrough
his writing anı through the Presbyterian students who attended his lectures.

Hofmann’s defence of supernatural revelation, God’s sSavıng actıo In esus Christ,
and the authority of the Bible, suggested John Dickie, wer«ec valued by Scots

buttresses orthodox an evangelical heology. Dickie added, however, that

Hofmann’s insistence the historical PrOCCSS of divine revelatıon weaned evangel-
na verbal inspiration of theical Presbyterlans aWdY from their strong VIEW of the ple

Bible, while his emphasis the Organıc nature of ristian truth challenged the

traditional Presbyterian tendency systematize revelation into doctrine. Be that it

Hofmann’s fingerprints afc all OVer Robert Rainy’'s ıimportant elivery and
MaY,
Development of Christian Doctrine. Rainy (1826-1906), the principal of New

College and ecclesiastical mastermind of the Free Church in the late Victorıan CId,

leaned Hofmann’s concept of Heilsgeschichte ENCOUTaAHC Presbyteri1ans VIEW

revelation above all historical. Further, he appropriated the rlangen school’s

interpretation of confessions of al the 1ving expression of the church'’'s OW:)

progressive understanding of divine revelation, rather than regula fidei imposed
from outside. Schaftf had complained in 1857 that English-speaking Protestants had
shut their CYCS the law of development, “which pervades all created life, all the

Karlmann Beyschlag, Dıie Erlanger Theologie, Erlangen 1993, 8S—-111:; artın Heım, Erlangen,
Uniıversität, 1n IRE L 9-64, especially 126

James Candlish, (GJerman Discussıions of the Atonement, 1n British and oreign Evangelical
Review (1865), 121-147/; ere OT:

Retrospect, Edinburgh 1937, 8788John Dickie, Fifty Years British Theology: Persona
Alexander Robb, Inspiration and Modern CriticısINl, 1n: The United Presbyterian Magazıne 21 (1877);

listed defend traditional notion of inspiration396-—401, 15 g00d example of Hofmann eing
from radical criticısm.

Robert a1lny, Delivery an Development of Christian Doctrine, Edinburgh 1874 One of

Hofmann’s Scottish students, Salmond, found that Davidson anı Hofmann chared similar

method an goal See Salmond, Davidson, ın (1897) 146 64
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works of GOd” 80 Rainy's elivery and Development of Christian Doctrine sShows that
Scottish Presbyterian CYCS WeIC eing opened the |aw of historical development al

work in revelation an church history with help from neo-Lutheranism. er
Rainy’'s caut10us oversight, the Free Church opened itself both the historical
analysıs of biblical history an the eed revise the seventeenth-century West-
mınster Confession according the CONSCIOUSNESS of the nineteenth-century
church.®

Franz Delitzsch’s departure for Leipz1ig in 1867 drew students AWAY from rlangen
SaxonYy's famous universi‘cy.82 Delitzsch Was often acclaimed INn the evangelical

world Germany’s greates evangelical divine.® He attracted Scottish
an Amerıcan students, ManYy, iın fact; that he led semiıinar for English-speaking
internationals. Evangelicals found kindred soul In 111all who would ell his

English-speaking Studienkreis how “he OUnN:! the Lord” MManl, who

vigorously defended supernatural revelation anı the atonıng eg of Christ, an
whose OW] commiıtment the Lutheran standards unlike Hengstenberg, whose
reputatıon ONg Scottish Presbyterians owered his Lutheranism became higher

did nNnOot prevent Warm fellowship with students of Varlous denominations.“* Upon
his ea ın 1890, tributes “the evangelical divine of Leipzig” poured in from
these former students.® Al Scottish mı1ınısters owned at least few of Delitzsch’s
commentarı1es, claimed OIlEC of his former students. Perhaps Scottish Presbyterians,
like other Amerıcan an! British evangelicals, increasingly accepted the composıte
nature of the book of Isaiah an Wellhausen’s documentary hypothesis ın part
because their respected MmMentfor of “evangelical an! conservatıve position himself
eventually accepted both.®°

Following the rst an second of Scottish Presbyterian students GermanYy
leads heology faculties that WeICcC ‘awakened’ an orthodox ike Berlin, Bonn,
Erlangen, an! Le1ipz1g, that hosted professors of evangelical reputation, ike
oluck In an Beck In übingen. The theological trafhıc leads not from

Schafft, GermanYy fr fn Z 311
S 1 ROoss, Church an Creed In Scotland, Edinburgh 1988; James Lachlan MacLeod, Revısıon

of the W estminster Confession of Faith and the ree Church of Scotland’s Declaratory Act of 1892, 1n

Ligon Duncan (ed.), Ihe W estminster Confession into the 71lst Century, Fearn 2003, 343366
Günther Wartenberg, Le1ipz1g, Uniıiversität, 1n IRE 20, 1-29, esp. /25-29; tto Kırn, {Die

Leipziger theologische Fakultät In fünf Jahrhunderten, Leipz1ıg 1909, 198—-221
e E.g Short Notices: Biblical Commentary the Old TLestament. By Keil,; and

Delitzsch, Professors of Theology, 1n Ihe Biblical Repertory anı Princeton Review (1864),
576

Elmsie roup, Franz Delitzsch, 1: >VT See Iso Salmond, Franz
Delitzsch Or fn. 55), 201203

(Qwen Whitehouse, Franz Delitzsch Exegete an Theologian, 1n >
177-179,; ere 4SI

Samuel Ives Curtiss, Delitzsch the OUOrıgin and Composition of. the Pentateuch 1n

(1882), 533-589, here 533 Curtiss amented the direction Delitzsch Was taking Man y evangelicals.
significant example 1s George dam Smith, the United Tee Church’s MOst famous Old Testament
scholar. He studied aT Tübingen (1876) and ith Delitzsch at Leipzig (1878), and became popular-
1zer of higher critical VIeWws. See laın Campbell, 1xXing the Indemnity: The Life and Work of SIr

George dam Smith (1856-1942), Milton Keynf:s 2004
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A cottish Presbyterl1ans in (GJerman Theology Faculties 61
“Landlouping Students of 1Vn

‘“conservative Scotland ‘libera GermanYy but from evangelical cotland Vall-

Presbyter1ans students sed German
gelical GermanY. 'Ihis 15 nOot SaY that Scottıis

theology SETrVC arroW an fixed theologica| program. “With respect Scotland;
“lt 15 use—Scotland will not

Tholuck had told Amerıcan student in 1853,;
WaYy ıt Was in the day of John Knox  » 8/ But oluck

change—will ave everything
Scottish students werIr«c eing challenged an changed

was o1N$ During this period,
their reading of (Jerman theology. As the

Dy their semesters in GermanYy
biographer of Fairbairn, cottish Congregationalist who had studied In

“He had omMme from and where
Berlin with Lorner and Hengstenberg, wrote

religion Was free but heology ound, ONEC where ligion wWwWas bound but heology
Is with whom COTS studied claimed the reedom

free  k Ihe (GGerman evangelica
ook for solutions the burning philosophical an theological 1Ssues of the day apart

al least, Man Yy of them—gave history 1ts
from theology's past answels; ven ey——0r‚

tradition. This worked broaden evangelicalrights OVer agalnst Bible an churc
heology ın Scotland an beyond, loosen Presbyterians attachment their

creeds an confession.
Yet,; it 15 equally clear that the sults of the transformıng encounter of Scottish

mediating heology in GermanYy weiIitc still fallingPresbyterianısm wIiıt the evangelical
within the limits of the EVaNSClical spectrum. Nor weIc SCO{Ss uncritical of what they

their studies. Glasgow Free Church College
WEeIC hearing 1n ecture reading in

foe of (Jerman scholarship, told students in
professor Ihomas Lindsay, who Was

1875 ddress that “ GermanYy has well-nigh done all the work it Can for heology iın
German heology had estranged it

the meantime , because the university context

from the church He added 1in reproach: “(Germany has fajled in sympathetic
construction of the development of ogma, Just because ogma stands iın the closest

relation the COMMOIL ife of the Christian Chürech the hristian people, an
And

cannot be sympathetically apPrehended cultivated apart from that ife
udent of Neander an Tholuck, John CGalras; Was

Velil late 1891, that old st

maintainıng that Scottish divinity's 1NCOunter with erman heology Was charac-

ding Reformed evangelical eriteria.”®terized by critical sifting
TIhe explosion of Ritschlianism ın Britain in the last decade of the nineteenth

Scottish Presbyterian students Germany. It
century propelled the third WaVe

ended with the outbreak the rea War Scottish Presbyterlans seemed ave

discovered TEeC) Ritschl (18 when Robertson Smith encountered him
91 He praised Ritschl for grounding all

his second sOoJourn GermanYy in 1869

heology upon the fact of esus Christ, for his evangelical doctrine of AaSSUTANCC, an!

Cited from Baınton, ale an (jerman Theology (: fn 40) 300

Selbie, TIhe Life of Andrew artın Fairbairn (cf. fn 45), 32738
171 College Addresses an SermoOns; Glasgow,Lindsay, The Study of Church Hiıstory,

John Cairns,; Recent Dogmatic Thought 1n SCOtland, 1n PRR (1891), 193215 ee,; similarly,
John Laidlaw, Modern Thought, Its Relation Christianıty an the Christian Church, 1n

(1885) 322 especially 614
G1 Black an Chrystal, 'Ihe L1fe of W illiam Robertson Smith (cf. fn 64), 109-113 Troeltsch

appCals have had little nfluence Scottish divinıty. See a1nlıs Rollmann, |D3TS Beziehungen TNS

Schottland, 1n OTrS Renz/Friedrich ilhelm raf (edd Troeltsch-
Troeltschs England
tudien Protestantismus nd euzelılt, Gütersloh 1984, 9-—31, especially 9-—20, 324
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his iInsıstence uDON the churchliness ofheology. Y> he wildly misjudged Ritsc
PTrOgram “ SOrt of shrewd eclecticism 1E leaned decidedly to Calvinistic
rthodoxy  2 life-long friendship ensued between the Ritschl’'s entrance into
Brıtalin, however, talled with the 1872 publication of the translation ofvolume ON of
Die chrıistliche Lehre Von der Rechtfertigung und Versöhnung.”“ Ritschlianism really
only egan penetrate COLtlan: In the late S: but became force In the 1890s?*
Controversy an debate ()’ VT this 1L1CW PrOgLaL rage OVer the next decades.”*
Indeed, ON L1CAason why Scottish heology 1ın the late Vıctorıan anı Edwardian period
15 fascinating 15 precisely because Ritschlianism and idealism werTe competing in
the theologica. colleges an un1versity faculties at the VC S\amlle time.

In TaTre instance of divergence, Church of CoUuan:!ı students at century's end
preferred the iberal University of Jena, perhaps study with en whose
works WEeEIC known in Scotland ?° The heology aC a Berlin,; IC oasted the
emıinent Ritschlians 1US Kaftan an Adolph Harnack, Was destination for
established church students ell from the Free Church an! United Presbyterian
Church and, after 1900, United Free Church But Marburg's Wilhelm Herrmann
(1846-1922) Was phenomenon. David Cairns, the nephew of John Cairns, captured
1t In his autobiography.”® Calrns (1862-1946) egan studies at the United Presby-
terl1an Dıivinıty all in the late the student body Was agitated by questions of
the reliability of the ospels anı the reality of God, an: felt isolated from their
professors whose theological Opin10ns Cairns recalled) seemed belong iINnOre

ranquil dSC of faith. Cairns suppose that INany good students were lost minıstry
in the evangelical Presbyterian churches at this time because the traditional eltan-
schauung Was LOO aIlTOW for their questions anı doubts Ritschlianism made inroads
into this TOuDIe context. Evangelicals traditionally focussed theeChrist an!
his work the, an practical Christianity. It Was also, In the Victorian CIa a
least, specles of cultural Protestantism. Ihese WerTe Anknüpfungspunkte with the
Ritschlian call tOo S ‘'back CHhrIiSt: focus the actual work of Christ rather than
speculate about his nature an iIncarnatıon, an live out his thical ViIsS1IONn of the
kingdom of God Moreover, Ritschlian ike Herrmann oftered solace battered
evangelicals ike Calrns: Jesus’ inspirıng teaching instead of the old dogmas 4S
WEIC under fire morally repugnant tainted Dy metaphysical speculation; a}

Albrecht Ritschl,; The Christian Doctrine of Justification and Reconciliation L, Edinburgh 187
93 As ate 1889, Church of Scotland theologian George Galloway Was introducing Ritschl

English-speaking Protestants In TIhe Theology of Ritschl,; IN (1889) 192—-209
E.g. James OfT. The Ritschlian Theology and the Evangelical Faith, London 1897; Alexander

Maıir, Ihe Modern Gry of "Back Christ , 1n Ihe United Presbyterian Magazine (1897), /01-—-706;
Robert Mackintosh, Albrecht tschl an Hıs School,; London 1915 The influx of Ritschlianism into
Britain 15 handled well bDy Sell, Ritschl Appraised: Then anı Now, 1n RTIR (1979), SR

Elliot-Binns, English Thought O1 the Theological Aspects, London 1956, 79, C115 In
thinking Ritschlianism Wäas confined Scotland. He overlooks the fact that English Congregation-
alists took Ritschl’'s theology ser10usly, even if 1ts maın interpreters, Robert Mackintosh, (Jarvıe
an eter Taylor Forsyth, were transplanted COf{fs.

Wendt, Ihe Teaching of Jesus, Edinburgh 1892
For hat ollows SCEC David Calirns, An Autobiography, London 1950, SE See Iso Hans

Schneider, Marburg, Universität, 1n: TITRE 22 68—75, CSD. FÜ
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“Landlouping Students of Divinity  ÜE Scottish Presbyterlans in German Theology Faculties 63

kept safe from historical critics’ scalpel work the because the present Christ
made himself real souls hrough the experience of ar Students returning from
studies in GermanYy egan telling of grea prophet 1in Marburg (Calrns left with
riends find oOut for himself. He recalled the atmosphere in Herrmann’s ecture-
rO00O0MN1 as like prayc_L meeting; ears streamed OoOWN Herrmann’ s face he warned
his students of the dangers of materialistic sclience; students flocked hım the

worship of ero Herrmann spoke about ott ike all German theologians did,
Calrns remembered hinking, but only the Ritschlians an not the neo-Hegelians
spoke about den lebendigen ott. Unlike 1ın Ameriıca, where Ritschlianism bore grea
frunt the ‘social gospel‘, VE few Scots fully converted this school,; although
elements of the Ritschlian programm influenced Scottish pulpits anı ecture 00

TIhe gre; Scottish theologians who ame of ApC before the First OF. W ar an
exerted such influence until the iın theological scholarship an in the
ecumenical movement, ike Mackintosh, ohn an Donald Baillie, an Cairns,
all studied with Herrmann during this period.””

Did the third WaVe of students GermanYy take place the change of the tide?

econdarYy SOUTCECS often depict the an the time when rthodox
doctrines an evangelical views revelation an the egan crumble before
the Juggernaut of (GJerman theology an biblicat studies.”® TIhe late Vıictorlıan era Sa W

the United Presbyterlans an the Free Church pass declarations that permitted
OTE interpretation of the W estminster Confession; several promiınent
professors In the Free Church anı United Free Church werTre formally accused before
the General Assembly of unorthodox beliefs about the Bible By the turn of the

centurYy, ‘believing criticism:' Was becoming widely accepted, and, David Bebbing-
ton Aargucs, evangelicalism Was becoming insecure, Velil if it maintained numerical
dominance into the early twentieth century.99 Is it coincidence that ohn Dickie
remembered Scots fawning OVeCI German heology in the last [WO decades of the
nineteenth century‘ “T}1e ultimate problems of heology an |were being|
tackled with 23 COUTFaHC, an VvVen something ike finality 1n Berlin, Göttingen,
and » 100  Marburg”. Herrmann’s answeIs to such ultimate problems MmMay ave seemed
especially CONVINCINS: OMNC United Free Church student al Marburg nNnOTt only ENCOUIMN-

tered “coffee an ro such the British kitchen achieved’ but also answers

his deep theological questions. ”” S  at New College’s Marcus ods COU. Jest with

Henry Sloane Cofhn of Union Seminary that they wriıte their exft 00 ..  1ın

Cheyne, The Baillie Brothers: Biographical Introduction, 1 David Fergusson ed.)
Christ, Church, and Soclety: ESSaYyS John Baillie an Donald Baillie, Edinburgh 1993, 3—-39; Robert

Redman, Mackintosh’s Contribution Christology and Soteriology iın the Twentieth
Century, 1n (1988), 517534 TIhe American Presbyterian and fundamentalist leader
Gresham Machen also studied under Herrmann. See Hart,; Defending the Faith Gresham
Machen an the C.r1s1is of Conservatıve Protestantism in Modern merı1Cca, Baltimore 1994, DA

98 E.g. Drummond/Bulloch, The Church in Late Victorian Scotland. (cf. fn 10);,
215207

99 Bebbington, TIhe Dominance of Evangelicalism Gc fn 19), 2529267
100 Dickie, Fifty Years of British Theology fef. fn 753;
101 Robert Stewart, At German University, 1N: Ihe Unı10n Magazıne (1903) 492-496, ere

497
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GGerman under SOTINE jaw-breaking name” In order gain publici
atmosphere where Wiıssen carried nstant authority.  102 TIhe published etters of

103United Free Church professors from this era AT peppere mi1t deutschen OÖrtern.
WOU. cautlion, however, agaiınst eading theologica. trafhic from Cotlan:

GermanYy In this period simply Dickie an others do, ell iımposing late
nineteenth-century Cotlan: lıberal eCISUS conservative‘ grid INOTeEe appropriate
the modernist-fundamentalist controverslies 3C occurred [WO three decades
later in merica. “* For the evangelical Pres  erian tradition ın CcCoUuan: exper1-
enced NOot only cClas. anı CONtroversy during this period but also significant CON-

finu1ty with the evangelicalism of preceding generations. 'This continulty Was wofold
First, despite heresy trials, declaratory aCTs, fin de siecle anxlety OVelr the future of
Protestantism, an eve:  ing connected with “Victorian Scotland’s religious EVO-

lution”, evangelical Scottish Presbyterianism Was ST1 rooted in its theologica herit-
105  age Cheyne, ooking north COotlan: from Oxford Universıity ın 1893,;
OUnN! the conservatıve Geist of oluck at work In the Free Church rather than that
of INOTE negatıve crıiticısm. This spirıt Nlowed historical criticısm be applied the
Scriptures, but prevented it from runnıng reckless bDy binding it tO presupposition of
supernatural revelation anı the needs of evangelical spirituality.  106 In fact; around
the Samne time, almond judged German eology's influence in CcCotlan:! be
In decline.}*?” H1s Oopınıon 15 MOST certainly incorrect, but it provides nonetheless
interesting VIEWS that simply ASSUTINE the opposite. Likewise, 1n 1893 the
Free Church miıinister Norman alker explained ın Amerıcan ournal that the
“spirit of change” MNan y eileve: be the Zeıtgeist had nNnOot penetrated deeply into the
Presbyterian churches in COLtlan!: Most miınisters anı MmMoOst of the people in the DW
aTre olidly evangelical, argued alker, anı the MOST recently published 1DI1Ca.
commentarıes from all three Presbyterian denominations are STL essentially tradi-
tional in their conclusions, VE if they acknowledge problems with er evangelical
VIEWS of inerrancy anı inspıration. ven the Free Church’s controversial Declaratory
Act Was  108 deeply conservatıve: it conceded only what ıt had t „ anı mposed itself
0)8[=

This first line of continulty deserves LLNOIC argumentatıon than Ca  - be provided
ere In keeping with the focus of this aPpCTI, the second line of continulty CONNECTS
the 1r' WaVe of land-leaping students of divinity {O 1ts predecessors. Ritschlians like
Harnack an Herrmann dIC, of COUTSC, classifiıed ıberal Protestants Par excellence.
We should not, however, ASsumne that because Scottish Pres  erian students delib-
erately sought Out (especlally) Herrmann, they WeiIiC surrendering their evangelical-

102 Marcus ods ed.) Ihe ater Letters of Marcus Dods, London FEL 53i
105 F Nicoll, Letters of Principal James Denney Robertson Nicoll: 3-—-1

London 1918
104 The PESSECEIICE of this mistake 15 O read back the full-grown Ameriıican fundamentalism of the

and NO SOTMME of 1ts seeds In ate nineteenth-century evangelicalism.
105 Ihe phrase 15 from eyne, TIhe Transforming of the iırk (et: fn. 10)
106 Cheyne, Old Testament Criticism: Biographies, Description an Critical tudies, London

1893, 213
107 Salmond, Franz Delitzsch (cf. fn 55); 2A04
108 Walker, Present Theological Drifts ın Scotland (cf. fn 13); D D
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1Sm iberal Protestantism. Ritschlianism, SOTINEC of 1ts cr1ıtics acknowledged, often

sought be an looked conservatıve, ven if ıts effects INaYy not ave been  1097 'Ihis
WAas, ın fact, David Cairns point: his JjJourneYy errmann in Marburg Was alvage
his evangelical beliefs >  at Marburg, then, Was the 1edestination of the third WAaVe

of Scottish Presbyterian students GermanYy does not necessarily OV' disconti-
nu1Lty with the earlier generations of students who sought Out evangelical faculties

professors. In the same WAdY, Robertson ML hought his controversial VIeWwSs
divine revelation an biblical history, 16 owed much ‚Wa an Ritschl,; WeIc

not leading him AaWdY from evangelical esteem for the Bible but back the VCI)u
evangelicalism of the Reformers. “His OW. theological posıtion Was that of the
Reformers”, claimed OIlC of his supporters. “Tl'le au that he oun with their
SUCCESSOTIS, divines of the chools of Chemnitz, Turretin, Maestricht, an the
followers of these In OUrTr () W tiıme, Was that they had departed in arge iINEASUTE

from the heology of the Reformers, an his object Was eing inen back the
teaching of Luther an Calvin an: Zwi 110 It 1S disputable if Robertson Smith’s
VIeWSs really do coincide with the Reformers’ doctrine of Scripture, but church
historians should al least respect his explicit intent Us«e German theologians like
Ritschl evangelical doctrine of Scripture. In the Samne WAdY, that theo-
logical historiography after Barth has equated Ritschlianism with iberal Protestan-
tısm cshould not 1n historians the intent of Presbyterian students of this CTa

use elements iın Ritschlianism for rebuilding evangelical heology

Conclusion

Following the land-leaping students of divinity from Scotland GermanYy 1g
the relationship between British an G(erman Protestantism in the nineteenth

century, the modern history of Scottish Presbyterianism, an the development of the
evangelical mind’ TIhe trails these students have left behind do nNnOoTt Ways ead the
usual conclusions churca historilans an historical theologians ave drawn. Namely,
the fashpoints of ecclesiastical an theological CONTrOVeErSY in the nineteenth century,
and the sensationalist depictions ın Victorian religious literature of (Jerman theolo-
g1ans “infidel arı y of high-flying, transcendental, VIS1ONAaTY, arrogant,
pantheistic philosophists”, aTre not the best gausec of how nineteenth-century eut-
sche Theologie Wäas received by Anglo-American 111  divinity. Further, it Was nOot only
iberal theological MOvements In Brıtain an! America who welcomed (erman

theology. celebre like the novelist George FEliot S  > who translated
Strau{fß and Feuerbach after having had her evangelicalism ravaged, INAay draw
attention, but INOTE typical Was Presbyterian student ike ohn Cairns, whose

109 See Caspar Wiıstar Hodge, TIhe Significance of the Reformed Theology Today, 11n PIR
(1  2 1—-14, especially 6—7; Robert Mackintosh, Historical,; 1n DCG } New York, 726—-728; eter
Bayne, The TrTee Church of Scotland: Her Origins, Founders and Testimony, Edinburgh 1894, V-VI;
Adolph Zahn, TIhe rift of ogmatıc Thought iın GermanYy during the Last Decade, 1n PRR (1891),
443-458, especiallyW110 Salmond, Professor W illiam Robertson Smith (cf. fn 64), 361
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studies with oluck an Neander strengthened an! refined his evangelical COMN-

victions And Ihomas Carlyle’s famous rhetorical question 15 INOTE provocatıve than

plausible: "have countrymen s ea become turnıps when they 1n that they
Ca  w hold the premises of German unbelief an draw the conclusions of Scottish
Evangelical Orthodoxy?”**“ On the contrarYy, MOST Scottish students visited German

heology faculties an scholars that held ManYy of their evangelical conviıctions. 1le
there, they critically appropriated SOINEC of the premises of the mediating, evangelical
heology draw NEW the conclusions of Scottish rthodoxy Mapping where
evangelical Presbyterians tudied iın GermanYy iın the nineteenth century reflects the

complexity of German heology during this tiıme; ıt elps church historians depict the
effect of (German heology Protestantism 1n Scotland anı beyond in full colour,
rather than in simplistic S anı white

urıng the 1840 1914, the ancıent routes that connected Scottish divinity
the kuropean universıties led almost exclusively Germany. But the Wander- und

Studienjahr that Wäas popular with evangelical Presbyterian students argely en!
with the First OF War. 'Ihe Great War Was extreme religious OC for die
deutschen-freundlichen Scottish Presbyterians, indeed, much INOTE than ın Eng-
land. ** ven after the en! of the WAar, lingering bitterness anı mistrust between the
natıons, ell the turbulence in the W eimar epublic, did not ENCOUTAHEC them
return 1n anı y number Germany. And yet Dy 1937 George endry, who later
became professor of systematic heology al Princeton Seminary, Was reminding his

countrymen of those old routes the Continent: “Scottish heology has find ıts
irue a  Nnı with the heology of continental Protestantism rather than with that of
England an! merica  » 114 Only NOW, the rıse of neo-orthodoxy WOU. make Ger-
Man Yy Raststätte the road Switzerland

Abstract

Schon se1it der Reformation hatte die Schottische Theologie CNSC Beziehungen protestantischen
Schulen un! theologischen Universitätsfakultäten auf dem Kontinent. Im Jahrhundert bestand
eiıne srofße Anzahl der vielen internationalen Studenten, die In deutschen Universitäten Theologie
studierten, aus schottischen Presbyterianern. [ieser Artikel analysiert unter anderem, 1n
Deutschland diese schottischen Presbyterianer studierten. Tot7z des allgemeinen Vorurteils der
englischsprachigen Theologie, ass die deutsche Theologie des 19. Jahrhunderts überwiegend
iberal Warlr Uun! besonders VO  b liberalen theologischen trömungen in Amerika un England
geschätzt wurde, gibt doch deutliche Hinweilise darauf, ass schottische Presbyterianer wieder-
kehrend Fakultäten der Professoren aufsuchten, die den Ruf hatten, ihre konservativen und
evangelikalen Glaubensgrundsätze teilen. Solche Verbindungen, wl1e z B zwischen der
Vermittlungstheologie der dem Neuluthertum un den evangelikalen schottischen Kirchen,
ermöglichen, eine bisher übersehene Dimension der protestantischen Theologie des 19 Jahrhun-
derts aufzuzeigen.

112 This remark might vVeLY ell be apocryphal. 15 always cited without reference.
113 Stewart Brown, X Solemn Purification by 1re Responses the TEa War In the Scottish

Presbyterian Churches, 4-1 1: JEH 45 (1994) ea n }
114 George Hendry, God the Creator, London 1937, 111.
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“Landlouping Students of Divinity : Scottish Presbyterians 1n (German Theology Faculties

S1ince the Reformation, Scottish theology has had strong tıes Protestant sem1narıes an
univers1ity faculties of theology the Continent. In the nineteenth centurYy, Scottish Presbyterlans
comprised large section of the mMan y international students wh: studied theology In the (GGerman
universıiıties. This article analyses where 1n GermanYy Scottish Presbyterians studied. Despite the
cCOMMON prejudice ın English-speaking theology that German theology 1n the nineteenth century
Was largely ‘liberal‘ anı wWwWas welcomed mMoOst of all by iberal theological movements ın Amerıiıcan
anı the British ‚mpire, the evidence SU: that Scottish Presbyterlans typically sought out

Suchfaculties professors who WeIC reputed chare their conservatıve and evangelical beliefs.
links between (German MOvements like the Vermittlungstheologie Neuluthertum an the

evangelical Scottish Presbyterian churches overlooked dimension of nineteenth-
century Protestant theology.


