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Haight, oger: Christian Community attention the sıtuation, context, particularity

1Sstory. Vol. 1: Historical Ecclesiology and distinctiveness of the works of ımportan
New York/London: nCGontinum, 2004, authors.

Ihe second offers analysis of the keyPp. 438 ISBN 0-8264-1630-6; Vol 2) Com-
paratıve Ecclesiology, New VYork/London: of theologians who have played vital role In
nContinum, 2005, P  E ISBN 0-  4- the history and development of the church,
4 keeping mind their context, theological

ontent well their ecclesial and social
The book ESUS the symbol of God got 1ts significance.

author, the American esul! Roger Haight, in Ihe third works Out comprehensive e-

bad books with the Con ment about the theology and 1SsS1oN of theSI nOot deterred theegatıon for Catholic
church hile not neglecting the sociologicalDoctrine. Luckily this

author from publishing [WO volumes structure represented by these classic works.
Christian Communıity ın History: Historical Finally the fourth formulates set of
Ecclesiology and Comparatıve Ecclesiology. particular theological and ecclesiological prin-
TIhe first volume comprIises the history of the ciples, aX10ms, distinctions, and constants that
church’s self understanding from ıts Or1g1ns in derive from these classic texts and that are at

work the developments of the church.the Jesus’ Movement the ate Middle Ages.
In the second volume Haight deals withTIhe second volume begins with the Reforma-

tiıon and nds with the twentieth century. Here comparatıve ecclesiology that 15 based the
he deals with distinct ecclesiologies that plurality of ecclesiologies that wWweic present
have developed Since the Reformation. during the Protestant Reformation. Compara-

Haight's theological position reflects the tive Ecclesiology does nOot undermine the basic
of historical ecclesiology but makes ıtVIEWS and questi1ons raised by renowned

INOTEC interesting by sharpenın its tensio0ns.theologians both catholic (Karl Rahner,
TIhe first step describes the istorical deve-ward Schillebeeckx, Bernhard Lonegan, avid

Ira and Joseph Komonchak) and protestant lopment of individual theologian’s eccle-
(Pa Tillich, Schubert Ogden, and ames S1i010gY. In the second step this 15 ollowed by
Gustafson). anal S1S5. TIhe third step reflects the key

Christian Community History 15 actors at work. And the fourth articulates the
principles that have een derived from theEcclesiology written the spirıt of Vatıcan
investigation.IL It deals wiıith the history of ecclesiology

In volume Haight revıises his four foldrather than with church history (3 Ihe
PUurpOsScC of this work 15 not merely sketch the approach. In the later chapters he presents the
Varıous ecclesiologies that have emerged the anal S1S of three posit1ons and princıp-
COUISC of history but also fter systematic les AaW] from these posıit1ons.
anı constructive reflections the ynamıc For Haight SIX proaches characterize

ecclesiology from OVi  mbıPTrOCCSS which brought forth diverse ecclesio-
ÖOne, it offers ahistorical ontext of thelogies. TIhe focus 15 the structure of the

church with regard ıts nature, ESSECIICEC andchurch and 1ts self-understandin It trıes be
structure.faithful the historical reality the church in

ach period. (1 WO, ıt scCcs specific confessional church
Ihe four step approach which Haight the object principle for interpreting the

ploys in the first volume 15 revised in the universal church and describes the Roman

second. The historical development of this catholic church the ONC iIrue church.
work consıists of four lo ical Oments. Ihree, ıt 15 :ounded the authority of the

TIhe first schematic puts forward the magister1um, councils, ther traditional tea-

historical situation of Z church. It pays chings and scrıpture.
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Four, the orıgın and development of the and AX10MS culled from the history of eccle-
church AT understood 1n erms of doctrines. siology. Haight's magisterial work does not

Five, it 15 Christocentric because high intend provide sweeping VIECW ofthe church
Christology 15 frequently operatıve. developmental and pluralistic INOVE-

S1X, ıf adheres hierarchical approach ment (1:7). TIhe larger inten: of this work 15
church stiructures anı miınıstrIies, 192 and sShow the richness, vitality and creativı of the
authority. whole church it through history,

Haight identifies S1X ‘historical and cultural adjusting L11CW tiımes, places and cultures Z
forces’ that challenge these S1X approaches. vil) He Sa yS that VE few people study the
Based these approaches he develops history of the church with critical CYC and dIeC

ecclesiology from below: ofits twists and urns. He draws attention
ÖOne, ıt takes into consideration the pOost- the Jogic of change that 15 operatıve there

modern context, historical CONSCIOUSNEeSS, glo- iInce change 15 inevitable, the church history
pluralism and the role of the social Cal settle down completely and

Hence there Can be NO established’ churchimagınatıve construction.
Two, 1ts object 15 the whole Christian apart from the eschaton A

MOvemen: Haight intends discover the continuty
Ihree, ıt 15 ounded experlence and amid the sharp changes history produces

praxI1s. ACTOSS5 time. While discovering the continulty
Four, Or1g1ns diIC understood In historical of the Christian communıty in history the

erms. theologian should take Into account the social,
Five, ıt 15 spirit-centered. historical and theological context that 15 at
51X, it 15 functional iın ıts approach work In history in order develop

structures and NC  s mıinıstrıes. constructive ecclesiology. Discovering unıty
Fach chapter the [WO volumes 15 de- In diversity help the theologian deal

veloped according ıts corresponding with pluralism INOTE constructively than
proach. Volume OC treats the formation ofthe have done far.
church In three chapters: ‘Genesis of the Ihe volumes of Christian Community
Church‘, "Ihe Pre-Constantinian Church’, ıIn Hiıstory make interesting and insightful
Ihe Post-CGonstantinian Church, 300-600°, reading both for Christians In general and for
ollowed by chapters the Middle Catholics in particular. TIhe work understands
Ages: One featuring the ‘Gregorian Reform ecumen1ısm 1n specific It presuppose.
and the New Medieval Church’, and ther Christian but Christian unıty made
‘Conciliarism and the ate Medieval Church‘. LLLOTEC the pluralism of religions in

the midst of ich xX1St. Ha ht'sVolume I1wo following the methodology of
Volume One COVeETS the history of Christian contribution be especially help
communıity from the sixteenth century, LE.; students of theology get OVerview of
the time of the Reformation the present: the church In history. It does not concentrate
ınLuther, John Calvin, and the Church of presenting historical facts the ecclesio-
the England, ollowed by chapter devoted logy of particular church; rather it provides
Anabaptist, Baptist and Roman Ecclesiologies. significantly and imaginatively different frame-

work for understandin the church and theHaight then Ver nineteenth tury
VIEeEWS of Friedrich Schleiermacher and Johann development of the ole Christian LMMOVC-
dam Möhler. lhis 15 ollowed by chapters ment. Ecclesiology from below begins with the

twentieth Tury Currents TIhe first the genesI1s of the church, analyzes the sociological
ecumenical MOovemen: and the World Council dynamics and offers integrative theological
of Churches, Vatıcan I1 and ıts aftermath, and understanding of the church.
liberation theology; the second the Ortho: As SUMMATY the revlewers takı with them
dox VIEWS of John Zizioulas, Pentecostal memorable sentences of Roger Haight:
ecclesiolo and Baptısm, Eucharist, and “Just Christology 15 the theology of eSsus of
Inıstry the World Council ofChurches. Nazareth, tOO ecclesiology 15 the theology of
Develo ıng Varıo0us ecclesiologies from the the Christian communiıty history. And,
time the Reformation the present time Just Christology demands restoration of
Roger Haight 15 of the VIECW that the church has eSsSus of Nazareth the imagınatıon he in
become multicolored tapestry of ecclesiolo- whom God Was incarnate, LOO ecclesiology

demands consideration of the concrete,g1es and that it 15 simply nOoTt possible for
single church Calil y the flow ofChristian social, and historical communıty and instıtu-
life 1n single organizational form. 2579 tıon of the church that ıIn which God c{Its 1ın

Ihe a1m of Haight's work 15 present grace. (1 1X)
historical and developing church with multiple Tübin Cinthia INLO Bernd Jochen
ecclesiologies and develop set ofprinciples Hilberat
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