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hat der Herausgeber bewusst auf einen Nach-
druck verzichtet, da diese vom Autor selbst in
spiteren Untersuchungen als iiberholt bezeich-
net wurden.

Des Weiteren verweist der Herausgeber auf
die Probleme, die sich beim Versuch des
Erstellens eines vollstindigen Schriftenver-
zeichnisses Grafs ergeben und die sich als
nahezu unlosbar darstellen. In der Einleitung
selbst wie in zwei Anhingen dazu bietet er zu
der von Samir Khalil Samir in Oriens Chris-
tianus 84 (2000) vorgelegten Bibliographie
Grafs mit Literaturangaben zu Grafs Werk
und Person Fehlerkorrekturen und Erginzun-
gen. Dazu gehort auch eine Liste mit achtzehn
Vortrigen Grafs, die bislang nur teilweise
publiziert sind. Hier muss sich der Herausge-
ber fragen lassen, warum nur einer der noch
nicht veréffentlichten Vortrige (Dillinger Pro-
fessoren als Pfarrer in Donaualtheim) in den
Sammelband Eingang fand. Fiir fiinfzehn
Vortragstitel ist nicht ersichtlich, ob sie bereits
gedruckt wurden, wenn ja wo und wenn nein,
wo sie heute noch als Manuskript vorliegen.

Schliefilich enthilt die an Informationen
sehr reiche Einleitung Angaben zur Biographie
Grafs (erginzt durch einen tabellarischen An-
hang), zu seinen besonderen Forschungsinte-
ressen im Orient wie in seiner schwibischen
Heimat, zu den Problemen der Drucklegung
der kleinen Schriften, zu Grafs Einstellung
gegeniiber den Christen im Orient sowie zu
seinem Stil.

Fir die Wiedergabe der Beitrige zog der
Herausgeber sinnvoller Weise eine themati-
sche Reihenfolge der zeitlichen vor. Sehr
angenehm empfindet der Leser, dass die in
unterschiedlichsten Zeitschriften und Zeitun-
gen publizierten Artikel und Beitrige ein-
heitlich gesetzt wurden, und zwar unter Ein-
fiigung der Originalseitenzihlung in eckigen
Klammern. Offensichtliche (Druci—)Fehler at
der Herausgeber stillschweigend getilgt wie
auch Abkiirzungen aufgelost. Dies hat eine
uneinheitliche Umschrift zur Konsequenz, was
jedoch fiir den Fachkundigen kein Problem
darstellt und der Lesbarkeit fiir den interessier-
ten Laien keinen Abbruch tut. Vereinzelt
stehen hilfreiche Anmerkungen des Heraus-
gebers in eckigen Klammern. Zu Beginn der
Beitrige verweist der Herausgeber auf rele-
vante Stellen in Grafs Geschichte der christ-
lichen arabischen Literatur. Leider wurden
einige zu den Erstdrucken gehérende Abbil-
dungen in den Nachdruck nicht aufgenom-
men.

Im Anhang zur Einleitung findet sich
auflerdem eine Liste der Vorlesungen Grafs
in Miinchen und Dillingen. Ein Abkiirzungs-
verzeichnis, ein zweigeteiltes Register (Ein-
leitung und Orientalisches bzw. Heimaige-

schichtliches), Listen zitierter Handschriften
und Bibelstellen sowie von Perikopen runden
das Sammelwerk ab.

Es darf als eine beachtliche Leistung des
Herausgebers hervorgehoben werden, die the-
matisch weit gespannten Einzelbeitrage mit all
ihren philologischen Besonderheiten und An-
spriicchen auf ein einheitliches Format zu
redigieren und dem heutigen Leser einen
umfassenden Eindruck in das Schaffen des
grofien Orientalisten Graf mit einer Fiille von
Einzelinformationen und einer staunenswer-
ten Menge an Quellenmaterial zu geben. Zu
Zeiten, in denen das Universititsfach ,,Christ-
licher Orient” mehr und mehr den 6ffentlichen
Sparzwingen zum Opfer fallt, vermittelt dieser
Sammelband einen faszinierenden Eindruck in
dasselbe, das wahrlich eine bessere Zukunft
verdient hitte, als sie sich momentan abzeich-
net.

Tiibingen Raphaela Veit

Gerdes, Uta: Okumenische Solidaritdt mit
christlichen und jiidischen Verfolgten: Die
Cimade in Vichy-Frankreich 1940-1944,
Gottingen, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
2005, 380 S., Geb., 3-525-55741-8.

Given the scope of research on the French
responses to Nazi occupation and the Holo-
caust, it is odd that there has not been a
previous systematic study of Cimade (Comite
intermouvements auprés des evacués), the
Protestant organization which became instru-
mental in helping Jews hide and escape from
Vichy France - and which continues its
humanitarian work among refugees toda(}'.
Scholars wishing to learn more about Cimade
had to turn to an early account, Clandestins de
Dieu (in English, God’s Underground), written
by several of its members, or more peripheral
accounts of its work in studies of the ecume-
nical movement.

Uta Gerdes’ important book about Cimade,
then, is long overdue. Gerdes has written an
extensively researched and comprehensive
study of Cimade, drawing from more recent
historical research as well as material from the
archives of the World Council of Churches,
World Jewish Congress, French Protestant
church, and Cimade. The result is a detailed
portrayal not only of Cimade, but of the entire
interdenominational and international rescue
network across Europe, making this volume an
invaluable resource for scholars.

Founded in 1939 by Suzanne de Dietrich, a
representative of the World Student Christian
Federation, and led after 1940 by Madeleine
Barot, a French historian and librarian, Ci-
made was predominantly a women’s organi-
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zation, and increasingly so as it moved into the
realm of resistance. Cimade was initially a
French Protestant youth organization that
sought to help the French population that
had been evacuated from the Alsace Lorraine
after the war broke out. Its relief activities soon
included aid to emigrants and refugees from
the Spanish Civil War. With the German
defeat and occupation of France, Cimade
focused its efforts on aid to the inmates of
the seven major internment camps that had
been set up throughout France; many of those
inmates were Jews deported from southern
Germany. By late 1940, Cimade was part of a
loose European network that included the
YMCA, YWCA, World Student Christian
Federation, the Quakers, and ecumenical
officials in Switzerland.

Initially, its work consisted primarily of
pastoral care and humanitarian aid to those in
the camps. Cimade workers brought food,
books, and clothing, and organized various
activities, including worship services, to make
life more bearable for the internees. This was
only possible with the approval and coopera-
tion of the Vichy authorities, however, and
thus from the beginning Cimade confronted
the ethical dilemmas involved in trying to help
the victims of a repressive regime by making
compromises with it. When deportation orders
arrived for those being held in the French
camps in the summer of 1942, Cimade’s
workers found themselves in a position similar
to that of the leaders of Christian institutions in
Nazi Germany that were affected by the
euthanasia measures. The deportations were
part of the larger machinery of genocide. Like
the institutional leaders in Germany, Cimade’s
representatives tried to negotiate exemptions
for some of the names on the deportation lists
- knowing full well that this was hardly an act
of rescue in the greater sense, since the
selection quotas in force simply meant that
others would be selected for deportation.

With the help of its interdenominational
contacts, Cimade achieved the transfer of some
internees to shelters outside the camps - one of
which was the village of Le Chambon, which
eventually rescued several thousand Jews — and
worked underground to obtain visas, false
papers, and create a network of hiding places. It
had moved from being a humanitarian organi-
zation, approved and regulated by Vichy
authorities, to being an underground resis-
tance group dedicated to rescuing the Jewish
victims of Nazism. Eventually Cimade helped
at least 500 individuals escape to Switzerland,
with the help of their ecumenical allies in
Geneva.

Gerdes argues convincingly that this shift
from traditional humanitarian activity to a

politicized identity as a resistance organization
was a real “paradigm shift” in the history of aid
to refugees. Given the political realities of
Vichy France and the widespread collabora-
tion of the French population, it was inevitable
that Cimade’s rescue activities would necessa-
rily constitute a form of political resistance as
well as an act of social conscience and charity.
Yet this development was neither accidental
nor unreflected on. Madeleine Barot and her
colleagues consciously embraced their twofold
identity. Gerdes’ astute reflections on this
development and her documentation of the
emergence of a Christian ethic of resistance
within the organization yield insights worthy
of further general discussion among Holocaust
scholars. The distinction is sometimes made
between active resistance against the Nazis and
rescue of its wvictims, with the inherent
assumption that resistance reflected a clear
political opposition to Nazism, whereas rescue
was often apolitical. Yet Cimade clearly saw
itself in political opposition to Nazism and
understood its work as political resistance,
although the organization refused to join the
armed resistance. A central aspect of this new
paradigm of resistance, Gerdes argues, was
Cimade’s identity as an organization led and
predominantly staffed by women, and this
study makes a real contribution toward a
theoretical framework for understanding re-
sistance in a gendered context.

Another important element of this study is
its analysis of the interreligious aspect of
Cimade’s work. Cimade initially understood
its humanitarian mission as one shaped by
(and primarily directed toward) Christians, yet
by 1940 most of those being helped were Jews
(in the Gurs camp, for example, only 6,4% of
the internees were non-Jewish). Discussions
soon began about how Cimade should ap-
proach its work with the Jewish internees,
including the question of conversion, and the
chapter about the community life in the camps
in which Christians learned about Judaism
from their fellow inmates, studied scripture
together, and began a form of Christian-Jewish
dialogue is fascinating,

This book will be an important resource for
scholars wishing to understand the role of
other organizations that came into contact
with Cimade, including the Quakers and other
smaller groups. It gives us new details about
several ig;aders whose role throuﬁvout this
period deserves further study, such as Adolf
Freudenberg in Geneva and French Protestant
leader Marc Boegner. It also offers some new
details about localized French responses to the
persecution, internment, and deportation of
the Jews, and gives a detailed portrayal of the
conditions in the camps. Gerdes does a good
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job of drawing on the theological as well as France, the resistance, and the actions of the
historical literature. My only complaint about lamentably small network within European
the book is the lack of a subject index (there is a Christianity that resisted Nazism and tried to
good index of persons). This would be an save its victims.

important reference for scholars studying Washington Victoria J. Barnett
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