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The so-called 1vorce which terminated Henry VIILI’s first marrıage involve much
dis uted ınte etatıon of the rules concerning marrıage decease brother’s wiıdow
laı OoOWn inA Old TLestament and developed 1n the law; sınce Juhlıus 8 had in
1504 issued dispensation Henry which rTeINOved the recognized obstacles, the debate
Iso trom the first involve the pope’so dıspense trom the law of Scripture. The

mMOUNTAL of the bıggest part of whichlong of argumen produce seek the opinıons of the Varı0us European unıversıtiestrom Henry’s decisıon (1529)
which WEeTIC then, urın 1530, lected by ser1es of diplomatıc mM1SS10NS. The kıng’s
propaganda machine lished e1 ht favourable Op1n10Ns ın volume entitled G rauls-
simAae 9 SOOI1 translate into Englısh, and thıs material thereafter made ıts

in10NSs wWeTiIiC ignored. ForappCarance 1n several works that supported hıs E: Adverse
OUur in Switzerland w asnumber of> standıng semınar the Universıity of Frı

Xerc1se, and thıs book revieWw 15 the pro-engaged in investigatıng thıs remarkable
uct of those cooperatıve studıes. It looks the unıversıiıties whom the royal enquıry
eached (a total otf ‚wen!  —three), prints the opinıons formally rendered by tourteen ot
them some tor the tirst tiıme), and considers also the VIEWS essed by ver ON hun-
dred diverse scholars;, from Cardinal Cajetan, ann CocDCUusSs and Francısco de
ıtor1a several earned Jews etailed bıo raphical dictiıonary of the individuals
involve: and several caretful indexes Al the CcCcCT usetulness of the production. This
admirable book ought be the last investigation of the isode, and doubt it would
ave een EXCEDPL that the findings of Viırginia Murp y S Cambridge dissertatiıon,

Tracts of Henry VIII,; ed urtz and Guypublished prelude The 1UOTCE
hy’s work,oreana, ame Just LOO late be used. Ac uaıntance wıth Dr Mu

which ser10usly alters the earlıer part of the StOrY 45 er summarısed in the Irst chapter,
would ave resolve: the team’s doubts concernın the point ın tıme when Henry decided

reject the apal dispensing and might have set at rest theır questionıng ot
Henry’s sincerı He really w as trom the first sıncere (not only passıonate tor AnneÖ sincer1ıty served hıs OSC, ın hıs ıfe did he experienceBoleyn’s odYy
an Yy difficulty ın adjusting hıs conscıence sıncere

details the ImManner in which tavou-
hıs advantage.

The investigations threw SOINC interesting
rable opinıons wWeTIicCc extorted wıth rprisıng difficulty the kıng"s O W: Universitıies
ot Oxford and Cambridge, and only torm the kıng ot France the crucıal

he Sorbonne. viously, all Spanish instiıtutions ronounced tortheological faculty ot
hich involve: the daughter ot Ferdinand Isabella, whiılethe valıdıty ot marrıage Op1InN10NS torIMOST French NCcs tollowed the ead of the Sorbonne. Among the Italıans,

Henry 111 werTr«c commonly btained by reducing the assessıng body VE tew Par-
tıcıpants. And althoug SOIN1C the OpIn10NS and arguments produced by emınent indi-
viduals remind ONC torcefully how complex and unconvicingly convoluted late-
medieval scholastıcısm had become, ıt 15 reasonably clear that tradıtiıon well

EUure. Luther (fol-exeges1s generally contradicted the kıng’s interpretation ot the Scrip
S! nevertheless usedlowed by Melanchthon), happy deny anı y papalo dispen

the New Testament (Matt. ‚4 —5 the sanctıty ot an y marrıage ONCEeC COMN-

cluded; he theretore counselled bıgamous second marrıage. Bucer, typically, proved
enulty displayed 15 certaınlyINOTEC Judic10us an accommodatıng. The aAM OU! of ın

in hat only the surfaceimpressive, though the involvement of mMan y tine INın

looked ıke genume scholarly enquiry Can Iso depress.
For what,; ot COUTFSC, 15 erfectly obvious, and 5 obvıous IMOST partıcıpants the

time, 15 the political har OTC ot what went in those months. Henry and hiıs SUP-
porters wanted verdicts 1n favour of the VIECW that despite the leviırate aıd down 1ın Deu-

brother’s WwW1dow ıf che W as childless) an the papal(compulsory marrıage in Levitıiıcus the kıng"s marrıage todıspensation from the dırımentium pronounpe
Catherine of Aragon had een alıd Where the political cCırcumstances worked in
hıs tavour home, ın France involve: in hostilıtıes wiıth the Habsburgs, in certaın
Italian cıtiıes hostile the pOopc he ZoLt what he wanted. In Salamanca Alcalä,
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the other hand, those doubtful about the oftficıal line WETC NOLT allowed CXPDTIECSS theır
VIEWS. 5Some, ıke Granada, unwillıng drown 1n the 1107455 of the law of Scripture,contined themselves confirmıng the pope’s dıspense when that law WaSuncertaın. hat 15 SaYy, 1n spıte of all that earned ingenulty, vırtually all the results
could be predicted ın advance. And nothing obtaiıned ın the exercıse really affected the
COUTSC ot eEeVvVeENTS.

The Fribourg team, after such inordinate and praıseworthy labours, naturally CannOot
share thıs 1eW They hold instead that the cheer number and diversity of Opınıonstestify the gravity of the CONSCQUCNCECS which the 1vorce 1SsSuUe had „POUF l’Angle-la chretiente“. hat the CONSCQYHUCNCECS the Englısh schism and ultiımately the
Protestant Church of England were indeed atters 15 pertectly Irul What on  'g')
IMUST question 15 whether the of ınk poured Out iın the ANSWer the LW
basıc questions made the slightest dıtterence. Dıiıd the law oft Scripture bar marrıagebrother’s w1idow, and ıf it dıd could the POPC dispense trom 1t? In of [Cason and
earnın neither question W as settled. Henry VIII’s olıcy started started by sayıng yYCSthe irst and the second, and there it Yy' ven though maJority of VIeWS
went the other WaYy Englısh propaganda tound selection trom those Opınıons usable
anı sed It. The labours carrıed OUtL at Fribourg meriıt nes  — wed admiration, but theydo NOT Justifiy the conclusion that these materı1als, dılıgently sought OUtLt VCT European IMOST carefully presented, SCIVC reveal „UN«c sıtuation zlobale de la chretiente
mutation“. What they reveal 15 the pointlessness of scholarly exercıses when the 1SSuUes
are settled by princes.

Cambridge Elton

Valdo Vınay: La Rıforma rotestante (Bıblioteca di cultura relıg10sa,Brescıa, Paıdeia Ediıtrice 219872
1970 hatte Vınay ZU ersten Mal seiıne Reformationsgeschichte vorgelegt. Die
Auflage 1St durch eın Einleitungskapitel bereichert worden, in dem eın Literaturbe-

richt über die etzten Jahrzehnte reformationsgeschichtlicher Forschungwiırd Außerdem hat SlCh der Vertasser jetzt austführlicher mıt dem Denken der Re5  fcOr-
atoren betafßt und die Bıblıographie erganzt, die schon ın der Auflage recht umfang-reich SCWESCH 1St. uch wurden einere Fehler korrigiert, indem die Fugger jetztnıcht mehr ın Nürnberg, sondern iın Augsburg lokalisiıert werden.

Der behandelte Zeitabschnitt erstreckt sıch VO  _ eiıner Analyse der polifischen‚ der
kirchlichen un der geistigen Sıtuation Anfang des Jahrhunderts bıs ZUr Zeıt
1560, ın der Vınay dıe eigentliche Zeıt der Reformation abgeschlossen sıeht. ber
diese Grenze wiırd nıcht strikt eingehalten, da die Entwicklung 1ın den einzelnen Läan-
dern Euro as unterschiedlich verlaufen 1St. Damıt ist bereits eın wichtiges Merkmal der
vorliegen Darstellung ZU Ausdruck ekommen : Obwohl Luther un Deutschland
gebührend berücksichtigt werden, wiırd och gleichzeıitig uch die Reformation in den
anderen Gebieten Europas dargestellt. Bei eıner iıtalienischsprachigen Darstellung 1st
darüber hınaus naheliegend, dafß auch die Retormation ın Italien SOWIl1e auf der iberi-
schen Halbinsel ausführlich berücksichtigt wırd Dafß uch die waldensische Bewegunggebührend Wort kommt, lıegt bei dem Waldenser Vertasser nahe ber uch Täutfer,Antıtrinıtarıier und mystisch-spekulative Gruppen un! Personen werden behandelt,dafß eın breites Spektrum auf recht knappem Raum ausgebreıtet wırd

Vinay.betont, dafß dıe VO  3 der Retormation gewollte Erneuerun nıcht ın dem
Maße zustande kam, wı1ıe das beabsichtigt Sıe wurde rasch 1ın politisc Cy sozıale un:
geistige Spannungen hineingezogen. Daftfür besitzt der Bauernkrieg ach Auffassung des
Vertassers besondere Bedeutung; uch wiırd das landesherrliche Kirchenregiment kriti-
sıert. ber Vınay legt Wert autf die Feststellung, da{fß Luther den Kampf dıe Erneue-
rung der Kırche 1Ur durch das Wort geführt wıssen wollte. Wenn 1€eSs auch selbst
nıcht immer durchgehalten habe, wırd doch mıiıt Recht die unaufgebbare Bedeu-
tung dieses Prinzıps eriınnert.
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