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uch 1€eSs 1St eın Ergebnıis des Lutherjahres: da{fß Uniiversitäten 1m Miteinander VO

Theologen beider Kontessionen un Vertretern anderer Dıiıszıplinen auch eıner re1-
Oftentlichkeit vermuiıtteln suchen, W as jeweiligen Ort für die Luthertor-

schung relevant erscheint 1n Ringvorlesungen und den entsprechenden Sammel-
bänden.

Dıi1e obengenannte Sammlung VON der Universitätsabteilung Vechta ehaltenen
Vortragen lietert eın Spektrum eınes solchen Bemühens Luther. S1€e umta Beiträge
4auUusSs der Theologıe 1n diesem Falle vornehmlich der katholischen Theologıe w1e der
Germanıstık, Sprach- un: Musikwissenschaft.

Wohl dürtten die einzelnen Vortrage dem Lutherkenner erst recht dem Lutherspe-
zialısten zumiındest AUS theologischer Sıcht kaum grundlegend Neues bringen und
bringen wollen, auch WEeEeNNn 111a nıcht davon ausgehen kann, da{f alles Gebotene 1mM
historischen Bewufßtsein LOTO coelo verankert 1st (dıeser Sachverhalt dürfte VOT allem für
die hymnologischen Beıträ gelten). Gleichwohl vergegenwärtigen s1e auch tür den
Nıicht-Fachmann Wesentlic eLtwa Grundelemente VO Luthers Anthropologie der
Ekklesiologıe der auch dıe Wandlungen 1m katholischen Lutherbild Deutlich 1St dar-
überhinaus gerade auch katholischerseıts die ökumenische Zielriıchtung (man vergleiche
das Plädoyer tür eıne posıtıve Würdigung Luthers 1m katholischen Religionsunterricht),
selbst wenn 111a protestantischerseits nıcht allen Aussa zustiımmen annn (etwa der
Behauptung, da 1n der Rechtfertigungslehre Lut das trıdentinısche „Modell
der Kooperatıon zwıschen CGott un: Mensch dem Menschen der Neuzeıt, der VO  -

der Idee der Freiheit ımmer estärker erftaflt wurde, eınen Weg tür seıne Glaubensbetäti-
gung  on eröffnete, 526 Im Sınne eınes nıcht u theologischen Grundfragen, SOMN-

ern umtassender Orjıentierten Lutherverständnisses hilfreich sınd schließlich die VO

sprachwissenschaftlıcher germanistischer Seıite gelieferten Beıträage Luthers Über-
setzungstätigkeit, Rhetorik und ZUT Luther-Rezeption 1n HCHEGFBF Lıteratur selbst wenn

das analysıerte Luther-Schauspiel VO Forte schon eın Stück Hıstorie geworden
seın scheınt).

Mıt sympathiıscher Selbstbescheidung hotten dıe utoren un Herausgeber VOT

allem, „dafß die vorgelegten Forschungsbeıiträge insbesondere iın der ENSCICH Region der
Universität iın Vechta Kesonanz tinden werden“ (S > Im Blick aut einen nıcht Nnu

ın Vechta sinnvollen „enge(n) Kontakt zwiıischen Universıität und Offentlichkeit“
blıebe ber dem eınen der anderen Gedanken dieses Sammelbandes durchaus

auch osrößere Resonanz wünschen.
Düsseldorf (JustavV Krıeg

Elsıe Anne McKee John Calvın the Dıaconate and Erturgical Almsgı-
ving. TavauxXx d’Humanısme Renaıussance, Geneve: Librarie Droz, 1984
309
Elsie McKee has placed into Our hands truly definitive exegetical al theological

study ot Calvin’s perspective the relatıonshıp ot the socıal role of the diaconate
Christian worship. The book 15 ımportant tor several rea4SO: first, it approaches Pre-
viously unexamıned aSpECL of Calvın’s thou ht and manıiıtests its S1 nıficance; second, it
demonstrates the coherence ot ONEe aAaSPECT Calvın’s socıal thoug wıth Calvın’s CeN-

tral COMNGEIi tor right worship; and third, 1t provıdes sound model tor the historical
examınatıon ot theological an exegetical motıts in Calvın’s thought in theır relatıonshıp

earlier and later developments ın the tradıtıon of ınterpretation. hıs study has theo-
logical breadth, and ıt also demonstrates ability, trequently tound in archıval and
socıal research, analyze mınutıiae ın the servıce oft larger argument.

The volume diviıdes into three maJjor sect10ns: first, discussıon of lıturgical almsgı-
Vın ın the churches of the Retormatıion, together wıth analysıs of the exegetical basıs
of practice; second, discussıon of the diaconate ın the sixteenth and, SPC-
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cıfıcally, Calvın’s O W doctrine, together wiıth an extended analysıs of the history of
eXeZES1S of key New Testament dealing ıth the diaconate ıth emphasıs the
sixteenth CENLUrYy and, agaın, specıfically, Calvın; and thırd, chorter sect10n, the
„theological context“ of the themes of almsgiving and the diaconate ın Calvın’s COMN-
mentarıes, ın which the VIEWS of the Reformer zospel and law, taıth, pıety an the
practice of plety, Chrıstian love and righteousness AT brought ear the tOP1CS oft
almsgiving and the diaconate. In each of these sect10ns, of COUTISC, the emphasıs 15 uUpONCalvın’s theology but there 15 also detailed discussıon of medieval precedent and of
the exegetical an theological perspective of predecessors and contemporarıes ot Calvın,ıke Oecolampadius and Bucer, and of subsequent development ot the themes of alms-
g1ving and diaconate ın later Retormed thinkers ıke Beza and Dıiodati.

Although thıs study IMUST certamly be commended tor 1ts ample and convıncıng dis-
CUSS1ONS of the early Retormed VIEWS almsgiving and the diaconate, 1ts real impor-lıes 1n Its analysıs of Calvın’s place ın the exegetical history of Aects 2:47 and the
WaYy in which early sıxteenth-century erıitical study of thıs LeXTt led Calvin distinctive
posıtıon lıturgical almsgiving. Analysıs of thıs posıtıon ın 1ts theological CONLEXT
leads Protessor McKee the conclusion that Calvın’s VIEeEWS the charıtable endea-
VOUrFrS of the church Ad1iIC NOLT only unıtied an ell integrated wıth his theology whole
but ATC also consıstent wıth Lts VIEeEWS an efforts in the aTrTeCa of socıal weltare Brıefly,Erasmus ha: shown that Acts 2:47 should NOT read 1n communiıcatıon of the breakıngof bread” but rather 1n communıcatıon, and iın breakıng of bread”, yıelding tour
distinct elements of lıturgical celebration rather than three. Calvın adopted thıs erıitical
readıng and, result, developed theology of COMMUNILCALLO 45 ACT of charıtydistinct from the fractio Danıs,. The result of thıs perspective W as greater emphasıscharıtable CIS outgrowth of Christian worship ıtselt. Nonetheless, 4A45 McKee
makes clear, worshi refers primarıly the fficıa zetatıs and the first table of the law,and only secondarı and “accıdentally” the v  1C14 Carıtatıs an the second tableIı
What Calvın ave one 15 mk the Carıtas requisıte tor worship wiıth the
officia Carıtatıs that arıses OUuUTt of worshıip, thereby gıvıng impetus lıturgical almsgi-vıing aSPECLT of the diaconal work of the church

An intrıguıng sub-topic which, the mınd of thıs reviewer, miıght have receıved
INOTE deftinıtive treatment and ought, least, become the subject ot subsequentby Protessor McKee, the loss of Calvıin’s rather distinctive use of Cts
2:47 TawWw communal, charıtable element (communı1Catio) ınto relatıon wıth thelıturgical communıon ot Word and SACTEINEN tollowed by devout Prayer. Iraces ofCalvin’s 1eW remaın ın Beza, the Heıdelber Catechism, Marlorat, VWhitaker, Pıscator,and Dıiıodati (cf. Z+8 but the lıturgical iımport of alms gradually disappears: ın
Dr. McKee’s words, 1ın the seventeenth CENLUTrY, “che problems WEeTIr«Cc dıfferent, and the
exeges1s of Cis 2:47 W as only detaiıln the ‘casualties’” 88, 40) The reader15 eft wıth question: dı later Retormed theology, 15 frequently alleged by those

L POSC Calvıin agalnst “the Calvinists”, taıl understand the iımplications ofalvın’s thought dıd later wrıiıters, contronted DYy dıtferent historical and cultural
CONntexts, tind Calvın’s exeges1s of thıs 1sSsue untruitful and aLtempt develop alter-
natıve approach?

Pasadena Rıchard Muller
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