Reformation 125

W. Eckermann — E. Papp (Hrsg.), Martin Luther. Anndherungen und

Anfragen (= Vechtaer Universitatsschriften Bd. 1), Vechta 1985.

Auch dies ist ein Ergebnis des Lutherjahres: dal Universititen im Miteinander von
Theologen beider Konfessionen und Vertretern anderer Disziplinen auch einer brei-
teren Offentlichkeit zu vermitteln suchen, was am jeweiligen Ort fur die Lutherfor-
;chung relevant erscheint — in Ringvorlesungen und den entsprechenden Sammel-

anden.

Die obengenannte Sammlung von an der Universititsabteilung Vechta gehaltenen
Vortrigen liefert ein Spektrum eines solchen Bemiihens um Luther. Sie umfafit Beitrige
aus der Theologie — in diesem Falle vornehmlich der katholischen Theologie — wie der
Germanistik, Sprach- und Musikwissenschaft.

Wohl diirften die einzelnen Vortrige dem Lutherkenner — erst recht dem Lutherspe-
zialisten — zumindest aus theologischer Sicht kaum grundlegend Neues bringen und
bringen wollen, auch wenn man nicht davon ausgehen kann, daf alles Gebotene im
historischen Bewuf}tsein toto coelo verankert ist (dieser Sachverhalt diirfte vor allem fiir
die hymnologischen Beitrige gelten). Gleichwohl vergegenwirtigen sie auch fiir den
Nicht-Fachmann Wesentliches: etwa Grundelemente von Luthers Anthropologie oder
Ekklesiologie oder auch die Wandlungen im katholischen Lutherbild. Deutlich ist dar-
{iberhinaus gerade auch katholischerseits die 8kumenische Zielrichtung (man vergleiche
das Plidoyer fiir eine positive Wiirdigung Luthers im katholischen Religionsunterricht),
selbst wenn man protestantischerseits nicht allen Aussagen zustimmen kann (etwa der
Behauptung, dafl in der Rechtfertigungslehre gegen Luther das tridentinische ,Modell
der Kooperation zwischen Gott und Mensch . . . dem Menschen der Neuzeit, der von
der Idee der Freiheit immer stirker erfaflt wurde, einen Weg fiir seine Glaubensbetiti-
gung® erdffnete, S.21). Im Sinne eines nicht nur an theologischen Grundfragen, son-
dern umfassender orientierten Lutherverstindnisses hilfreich sind schliefilich die von
sprachwissenschaftlicher / germanistischer Seite gelieferten Beitrige zu Luthers Uber-
setzungstitigkeit, Rhetorik und zur Luther-Rezeption in neuerer Literatur (selbst wenn
das analysierte Luther-Schauspiel von D. Forte schon ein Stiick Historie geworden zu
sein scheint).

Mit sympathischer Selbstbescheidung hoffen die Autoren und Herausgeber vor
allem, ,daf} die vorgelegten Forschungsbeitrige insbesondere in der engeren Region der
Universitit in Vechta Resonanz finden werden® (S.5). Im Blick auf einen — nicht nur
in Vechta sinnvollen — ,enge(n) Kontakt zwischen Universitit und Offentlichkeit®
(ebd.) bliebe aber dem einen oder anderen Gedanken dieses Sammelbandes durchaus
auch grofiere Resonanz zu wiinschen.

Diisseldorf Gustav A. Krieg

Elsie Anne McKee. John Calvin on the Diaconate and Liturgical Almsgi-
ving. Travaux d’Humanisme et Renaissance, CXVII. Genéve: Librarie Droz, 1984.
309 pp.

Elsie McKee has placed into our hands a truly definitive exegetical and theological
study of Calvin’s perspective on the relationship of the social role of the diaconate to
Christian worship. The book is important for several reasons: first, it approaches a pre-
viously unexamined aspect of Calvin’s thought and manifests its significance; second, it
demonstrates the coherence of one aspect of Calvin’s social thought with Calvin’s cen-
tral concern for right worship; and third, it provides a sound model for the historical
examination of theological and exegetical motifs in Calvin’s thought in their relationship
to earlier and later developments in the tradition of interpretation. This study has theo-
logical breadth, and it also demonstrates an ability, frequently found in archival and
social research, to analyze minutiae in the service of larger argument.

The volume divides into three major sections: first, a discussion of liturgical almsgi-
ving in the churches of the Reformation, together with an analysis of the exegetical basis
of the practice; second, a discussion of the diaconate in the sixteenth century and, spe-
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cifically, Calvin’s own doctrine, together with an extended analysis of the history of
exegesis of key New Testament texts dealing with the diaconate with emphasis on the
sixteenth century and, again, specifically, Calvin; and third, a shorter section, on the
ntheological context® of the themes of almsgiving and the diaconate in Calvin’s com-
mentaries, in which the views of the Reformer on gospel and law, faith, piety and the
practice of piety, Christian love and righteousness are brought to bear on the topics of
almsgiving and the diaconate. In each of these sections, of course, the emphasis is upon
Calvin’s theology — but there is also detailed discussion of medieval precedent and of
the exegetical and theological perspective of predecessors and contemporaries of Calvin,
like Oecolampadius and Bucer, and of subsequent development of the themes of alms-
giving and diaconate in later Reformed thinkers like Beza and Diodati.

Although this study must certainly be commended for its ample and convincing dis-
cussions of the early Reformed views on almsgiving and the diaconate, its real impor-
tance lies in its analysis of Calvin’s place in the exegetical history of Acts 2:42 and the
way in which early sixteenth-century critical study of this text le?Calvin to a distinctive
position on liturgical almsgiving. Analysis of this position in its theological context
leads Professor McKee to the conclusion that Calvin’s views on the charitable endea-
vours of the church are not only unified and well integrated with his theology as a whole
but are also consistent with its views and efforts in the area of social wel%are. Briefly,
Erasmus had shown that Acts 2:42 should not read “in communication of the breaking
of bread” but rather “in communication, and in breaking of bread”, yielding four
distinct elements of liturgical celebration rather than three. Calvin adopted this critical
reading and, as a result, developed a theology of communicatio as an act of charity
distinct from the fractio panis. TEE result of this perspective was a greater emphasis on
charitable acts as an outgrowth of Christian worship itself. Nonetheless, as McKee
makes clear, worship refers primarily to the officia pietatis and the first table of the law,
and only secondarill; and “accidentally” to the officia caritatis and the second table.
What Calvin seems to have done is to link the caritas requisite for worship with the
officia caritatis that arises out of worship, thereby giving impetus to liturgical almsgi-
ving as an aspect of the diaconal work of the churci.

An intriguing sub-topic which, to the mind of this reviewer, might have received
more definitive treatment and ought, at least, to become the subject of a subsequent
essay by Professor McKee, concerns the loss of Calvin’s rather distinctive use of Acts
2:42 to draw a communal, charitable element (communicatio) into relation with the
liturgical communion of Word and sacrement followed by devout prayer. Traces of
Calvin’s view remain in Beza, the Heidelberg Catechism, Marlorat, Whitaker, Piscator,
and Diodati (cf. pp. 87—-88) but the liturgical import of alms gradually disappears: in
Dr. McKee’s words, in the seventeenth century, “the problems were different, and the
exegesis of Acts 2:42 was only a detail among the ‘casualties’™ (p. 88, n. 40). The reader
is left with a question: did later Reformed theology, as is frequently alleged by those
who try to pose Calvin against “the Calvinists”, fail to understand the implications of
Calvin’s thought — or did later writers, confronted by different historical and cultural
contexts, find Calvin’s exegesis of this issue unfruitful and attempt to develop an alter-
native approach?

Pasadena Richard A. Muller

Marten Mikron, Een waerachtigh verhaal der t’zamensprekinghen tus-
schen Menno Simons ende Martinus Mikron van der Menschwerdinghe
Jesu Christi (1556), hg, von W.F. Dankbaar, Leiden (E. J. Brill) 1981 (Kerkhisto-
rische Bijdragen X = Documenta Anabaptistica Neerlandica IIT), LV, 194 S.,
Ln.Gld. 76,—.

In seiner Schrift Een waerachtigh verhaal von 1556 — weitere Ausgaben 0. O. 1564,

Antwerpen 1582 und Dordrecht 1603 — lieferte der nachmalige reformierte Nordener

Pastor Martin Mikron (1523 —1559) eine Wiedergabe der zwei Disputationen, die er mit



