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händigen Kreuzzeichen, ebenfalls seine Schreibunfähigkeit bekennend, ber M1t der
köstlichen Begründung: qu1a predestinatu WW /A ıntroıre ın MONASLLYLO Domuanı Salva-
FOY1 $1t0 iın Ammiato.,
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The monks of Westminster exısted quası-corporate cCorporate body tor
haltf millen1um betfore the dissolution of the ey 1n 1540 In ‚hat time they
built VAasSst body of endowment 1n land, exploited with varyıng degrees ot
thoroughness. 'The first endowments for hıch there 15 allıy suggestion appCal
ate from the later tenth CENTUCY 1n the AsCc ot Dunstan, though claims endow-
IMent and foundatıon WECIEC naturally asserted in monkiısh competitıon tor antıquıity
ftrom the Actional days of ‘Kıng Lucius‘.

The Abbey really CaiMle ıfe when Kıng Edward the Contessor (1042—1066)
decıded make the urch personal mausoleum. Though he intended thiıs for
himself only, he thereby started that close connection between the place and the
Crown of England which haS continued CVCOCILI S1NCEe. The chrine otf St. Edward,
however, faiıled AaSs Centre ot pilgrimage, an the ura and prestiSC of the Abbey
depended INOTre uponNn royal ASSOC1At10NS, above ll the Coronatıon, and ad-
Junct the general Centire of OVerNnme«eNL 1n the complex otf buildings West-
mınster.

'The wealth otf the institution W as EVECIMN by the standards of the
greater abbeys By the ate otf Domesday Book when the first reliable figures
become available, the monks owned SOILLC SIXtYy ManNOTS, scattered through dozen
Englısh countıes, trom 5Say Greenford, Hanwell Hampstead 1n Middlesex (now
deep 1n suburban London), remote settlements 1n Lincolnshire towards the north

1n Worcestershire towards the WEeSt.

Exploitation ot ftollowed the pattern 24A5 elsewhere. Manors Were let
OUtT fixed rent varyıng Charters tenants SUrV1ive from the days ot
Abbot Gilbert Crispıin (1085—-1118) though of COUTITSC such arters commonly al

z1ive all the precise of LENANCY. The monks WEere faced wiıth the problem
ot ınflatiıon 1n the later twelfth CENTUCY an made efforts FrECOVeETr the estates
for direct husbandry, inauguratıng the long period of high farmıng hıch W as

sustaiıned until the later fourteenth CeENTUrY. (Archbishop Thomas Becket liıkewise
telt bliged rEeECOVECELr the CSTAates of hıs SCC from long-term tenants takıng
oftice in In the tifteenth CENLUCY the monks WEeICcC CONTtLENT lease Out de-
Inesnes and take agaın.

The implicit Y 15 that of thousands ot labourıng 1L1E11 and9 probably
happıer the whole wiıth distant anı possibly easy-Z01ng clerical andlord,

wiıth SOINEC csecular intent axımum rofit, though much IMUST

depend upOon the COMPELENCE temperamcent of the baı ıf upOon the SPOL. enants
of this ecclesiastical corporatıon WEeTIC spared ll events trom drastıc allevations
of fortune due change of landlord, the ill-fortunes of wardshıip.

However, the old-fashioned landlordism exercised by the monks that
iırrıtants like villein-status tended SUrvVıve longer, and INan y of the Abbey’s
PCASanNtr y 1n south Ee2STEern affected by the Revolt of 1381 turned OUuUt when
their brethren, escapıng trom merely lay yoke, broke OUuUt 1nto rebellion. Un-
happily the Westminster tenants (like others) seized upon an burnt manorial
YL- an account-rolls, ensurıng SapS 1n the ser1es to-day 1n the Abbey’s mMun1-
INeENT rOo0o1M1.

Like other relig10us bodies the monks otf Westminster secured control of parish
churches. Appendix 111 ot the book displays appropriated benefices, 45 Sar A

forty-Lve 1n number, spread OUtL NC 111e dioceses. Naturally Nan y ot the
churches 1n question correspond wiıth the secular ManOTS where they stand. There
AT churches 1n Lincolnshire 1n Worcestershire with ot COUISC clutch otf
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wealthy benefices 1n Nneaar the City of London, ıke St. Bride’s, Fleet Street
St Martıin’s-in-the-Fields.

1114A55 of materı1al which contronted the author in startıng her task W 4as
both stimulating An dauntıing. The SIXtYy INAaNOTS of Domesday Book had wollen

somethıing 1ıke 150 OSSeEeSSI1ONS includnig ESTAiIES OWN SCTapS of groundby the en! of the mı1 dle AgCS At the Retormation the monastıc body SaVC WaYy
collegiate urch wiıth mınımum convulsion, an wıth the result that the VAST

Jonds of OCUuments remaıiıned argely together, though predatory antıquarıes
oft wıth few iıtems 1n the WAaYy otf cartularies (which have COME rEST NO much
urther oft than the British Museum).

The CONtINUOUS reference W [estminster ] A [bbey] M [ unıments] 1n the foot-
AaAn bibliography cshows the CX which the archives Ca  w be tound intact,

though rolls ot individual INAanOTrs OUL 1n the COUNLIL.Y AVeEe naturally OUnN: their
WaYy 1nto local COUNLY record oftices. It 15 clear trom the list otf manuscr1pt SOUTCECS5

(coverıng LWENLY of prıint, less) that the author W as bliged contend
with, literally, Man y hilometres of parchment 1n the shape of 6,000 obedientiarıes’
rolls, SULVCYS of estates of arters. The INass of documentary evidence needinganalysıs has een mountaınous and the author INUST be admired tor extracting
consıstent theme therefrom. However, che has een fortunate 1n working late 1n
time when long an devoted ser1es of archivists has made 1ıtems accessible. (We
Otfe the death of Lawrence Tanner 15 December IO OnNe of the
1n the archıval history of the Abbey.)

The study, which 15 eminently worthy of the illustrious instıtution hıch It
relates, 15 confined the whole by definitions 1n the preface the ecCONOMICS otf
the AA Consequently the rich lıturgical life, an intellectual actıvities 2
omitted. However there 15 SOINE attention paid the religi0us and emotional place
Occupıed by the Abbey 1n the hearts of ayfiolk Unhappily Westminster has
list of daily commemoratıons such as the VAaSst bede-roll of Canterbury Cathedral
entered 1into British Museum Arundel 68 Su list Westminster would
have provıded chedule of all the An powerful tolk 1n medieval England
and (if the list from Canterbury 15 anything Dy) much biographical material

well However, the WAant 1n SOINE Casure 15 made z00d by the ıimpressıive
collection ot evidence for burials, confraternity, annıversarıes an chantries 4A5
sembled from difierent SOUTCES by the author. It 1S worth noting that celebrants
tor the chantriıes were argely recruited trom monks within the eYy, rather
than trom secular priests crowdıng 1n trom outside, such those St. Paul’s
Cathedral who earned the CONLEMPTUOUS remark trom Chaucer, referring those
clergy who ran London seek chantry tor souls.

It would be bold critic wh might teel able find fault wiıth thiıs
work, an the PresSCht reviewer wiıll confine himself ONe such COMMENT, an then
perhaps through personal There 15 little iın the book about urban income,
hıch INUST surely have loomed large in the annual mONnaAastıic One parish
1n the Cıty of London alone (St. Leonard, Foster Lane), produced the large SU:
of Ver 120 yearly, according the Valor Ecclesiasticus, temp. Kıng Henry
VIIIL, while St Margaret’s, Westmıinster, anking the Abbey accordıing the SaIine
SOUTCE, rendered MT 156 per

Even the monastıc precınct itself had become urbanised, for layfolk had surged
1n and wWeIie doing business in Ahal around departments of the mMONASTErYy. Con-
SPICUOUS N: these WAas William Caxton the printer who had rought back his
raft from Germany and had SEL workshop the Almonry. It would ave
been interesting have heard somethıng otf the Tent hich he paid an the
of his LENANCY. He 21  a} hardly have een alone in doing business wıthin the
enceinte, an OoNe WOU. like have earned about the Cype of tradesmen and
theiır ustomers whom he Sa around hım No doubt they ha: distinguishedclientele, did Caxton with callers such Kıng Edward and family.
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