
Ihe Discovery O1 Melanchthon Letter

b y Carl Maxcey

With the discovery of dated letter of Melanchthon N1CW light 15 hed
the controversial ıfe oft the ell known csixteenth CeHtUL Y theolog1an. The
letter 15 located in the Franklın Gruber Collection, Krauss Library,
Lutheran School of Theology AL Chicago An undated letter (only arch 26)
15 found in the Corpus Reformatorum Volume O; 15, No 6996

Varıants between the letter 2AN! this OIlC (the Gruber letter) ATC DTE-
dominately found in the punctuatıon. Unlike the letter the Gruber let-
ter.? a) has 1n line I has per10d 1n lıne 6, C) nAs capital

in mediocribus in lıne f d) has in line 9 e) has capıtal
1ın lıne IT 5 has capıtal 1in lıne 14, 7) has 20AÄ0G rather
than EO'  R  OC in lıne 16, has ÖÜVTLOVY rather than MÜTLOV 1n lıne Fa 1) has
the greeting Sturtz following the salutatıon Lang rather than FECCC-
dıng it, J) has the yCal 1540 followıng the day of arch

The letter 15 addressed John Lang in Ertfurt ıAn SOINC un1-
dentified SOUICEC of dissension. Melanchthon appeals Lang’'s wisdom in the
AD aın aments hıs OW' suffering when he feels he 15 doing servıce the
church trom Pindar (Nemean 24.) indicates that he felt imself
being handed OVCI those who WEeIC reproaching hım He appeals hıs
OW. 1TeN1C maılintaın unıtyI the churches, hıle informıng
Lang that he continues Uursuc unıty. He concludes wıth greeting
Georg Sturtz.

The CONLTFOVEISY Melanchthon reters 15 difficult establish for several
re41SONS Fırst of all, the 1SE1LC 1n lıne of the letter usually there, that
1S, the problem 15 AL Erturt. It Can, however, reter CONLFOVEISY where
Melanchthon 15 wrıitting from. Secondliy, ziven the date, ()1I76 would think
that the problem might be the bıgzamy of Philipp the Landgrave, but it 15
IMOST unlikely that Melanchthon would wrıte Lang concern1ing such
delicate matiter, when extensive correspondence eX1StS between the LWO,
an NOT close friend ıke Camerarıus. In addıtıon, the correspondence COIl-

cerning the bızamy AIlle later. Finally, Erfurt SOUTCE materials do nNnOLTt 11 -
dicate CONTLFOVEISY iın hich Melanchthon would be involved AT thıs time.
Thiıs INay ell indicate that the date 15 of another hand and incorrect. Even

though the lower right hand COrNer of the letter apPpPCars have been sta1-
ned by SOINEC lıquıid, the 1540 date looks be from difterent ink than the
est of the letter. More pronounced stil] 15 the TE VETSEe impression of the date

the opposıte side of the letter, unlike an y other word letter. Thıs
would indicate difterent 1n. and/or PCI
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Kritische Miscellen

Reverende L4} et amıce carıss(1me)
{S1 SE (1 dolore leg1 querelam
Luam de fontibus simultatum QUAaC
1St1C SUNT, SC10

oravıtate SSsSEC (1 sapıent194, ut
talıbus malıs TL mederı studeas
mediocribus offic1Js et ad FEcclesiae
utilitatem, DE ad 1PS1Us decus flectere illum ıpsum
de quO scr1ibis studul. Et D'
A4etatis maturiıtatem alıqua emendaturam
SSC. de s1u amanter loquıtur,
tSs1 ıpse 1n 1PSO multa
reprehendo, quod ad hunc
attınet illud pindarıcum
dic1 O; arbitror, A  E  AOYVYE
UEUDOMEVOLG; EOÄ0G, VOWO XOITVO
QEDELV ÄVTLOV. EgoO Ecclesiarum
NOSTIrarum concordiam Oomn1ı stud10 alere CONATLUS

SUIN, ET mediocriter 1ın philoso(-)
phatum SSEC PUCLtO. Idem deinceps
facıam. Bene et toelicıter vale. 26 artıus an(no) 1540
salutem OPTO Sturciadae Philippus Melancthon
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