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Neue Erkenntnisse AT aufßeren Kirchengeschichte findet ia in diesem Register
nicht, ber wertvolle Einblicke in die Verwaltung des Ordens und das innere Le-
ben, den Geıist, der den General un Tausende seiner Ordensleute beseelte. Darum
wırd 111a  — miıt dem ank für diıese Edition den Wunsch verbinden, da{ß auch die
weıteren Bände der Reihe ın ıcht oyroßfßsen Abständen der Geschichtswissenschaft
geboten werden können.

Gröbenze Hermann Tüchle

M. Plumley T he Scrolls of Bishop Timotheos, 1I1wo 1)O=
CUM EeN Z s t*rom Medieval Nubia, (Texts from Excavatıons, ed TH
ames, Fırst Memoır). London (The Egypt Exploration Society) 1976,
wiıth 74 Plates, 5.0  O
The finding otf the scrolls ot Bishop Tiımotheos W as the IMOST remarkable ot

ser1es ot ımportant discoveries made by the Egypt Exploration Society’s expedition
asr Ibrım 1n 1963—64 Though long delayed, Protessor Plumley’s ublica-
t10N 15 fully worthy of the OCcasıon. The description of the find, the FGXT an
translation accompanıed by econOomı1c but scholarly 9 and the plates hıch
enables the reader read A line otf the Bohairıc Coptic and Arabic 9 ad:

superbly produced volume. No little credit S0CS Protessor Plumley’s
photography under difticult condiıtions which has nabled such excellent results
be produced.

The LW! scrolls ha een attached the thighs ot the bishop AL the tıme otf his
burjal under the arched the North Crypt otf the cathedral ot asr
Ibriım. In the last phase of the Christian use of the cathedral the of the
North Crypt and the Sta1ırway eadıng 1nto It had een covered by pavıng which
had laid VEr the ole 1CE: D  9 however, had een le below the arch an
this had served tomb tor the bishop.

The scrolls wWere ot Papcr, each assembled Dy gummıng ten cheets together mak-
ing total length of nearly metres and wiıdth of Fach scroll W as
headed by magnificent illuminated The Maın body ot the VEXT consisted of
166 lınes 1n the Coptic scroll an 58 lines 1n the Arabic. The Coptic scroll, hich
INUST be the finest example of medieval Coptic manuscr1ipt art, begins wiıth eleven
lines of large ornamental letters, eight lines 1n black 1n and three 1n red The maın

15 Letter Testimonial (HITLOTOAN Z UVTATLXM) from the Patriarch Gabriel 1V
0—7 the people of Nubia, informıng them that 1n SUCCeEesSsI1ON their de-
ceased bishop, Athanasios, he had consecrated for them NeCeW ishop, nd INStruc-
ting them receive and enthrone Bıshop Timotheos Bishop ot Pachoras 1n hiıs
N The otf consecratıon took place Sunday Hathor November)
1371 1n the Hangıng Church Old Ca1iro. At the en of the Patriarch’s COININECINL-

datory letter, WEIC appended the autograph etters of four episcopal wıtnesses. I1wo
of these had een Present the consecratıon, and LW Timotheos’ enthronement,
three months later February, the second Sunday of the Lenten Fast 1n TEL
(the Year 1088 of the Era of the Martyrs), NOT 1n Nubia but A  1n the Church of the
Holy artyr, Vıctor 1n the MONASTEFY and lavra of amoul;“ (modern Nagada 1n

Egypt). Not the least interesting Part of the discovery 15 what would appCar
be Timotheos’ work OUuUtLt the dates otf the Sunday before the Lenten

Fast and Easter between 1372 aM 1378 inclusive. Hıs calculations Were wriıtten
the ba of the Arabic scroll, but fter 1375 he had evidently gz1ven It 4a5 bad job

The ımportance of these documents for the history and organızatıon ot che
Church 1n Nubia CaNnOTt be Overestimated. The Coptic Patriar W as stil1 the SOUTCE
of authority, 45 he W as for all Christians 1n the Nıle valley and Maghreb. The form
of Gabriel’s letter Ollowe: established pattern, incomplete example of 4A11 -
ther siımilar 1Iso of the fourteenth CENLUrY being preserved in the Bibliotheque Na-
tionale ra 203), an poınted OUT Protessor Plumley by Dr. Bebawı.
The Q’asr Ibrim teXTt provides complete version of 11 such letter. The scrolls
also AA that nearly CENTUrYy fter Northern Nubia ha become Egyptian
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ProOtectorate (cırca there W as still organızed Christian church and people.Timotheos himself 15 described Aa Nubian. Organızatıon W as monastıc lines, tor
Timotheos 15 appointed “hegomenos“ Aa well 1A5 bishop, and he WOTre brown
monastıc habit Aas5 his Sarment. Greek LOO, W as 1n uSsSe the ıshops 1ın
Egypt who consecrated him, and Timotheos ımself uses Greek words An numerals
1n hıs calendrical calculations. Loss otf independence di NOLT iınvolve immediate
destruction of Nubian Christianity. Thıs tell other, probably nomadıc torces.

So far Timotheos’? NM er 15 concerned, ONe INay perhaps Teserve jJudgmentthe author’s V1CW that Ibrim had C by 11O taken MEF the 1N1aine of Pachoras“.
“Ibrim“ 15 indeed written above „Pachoras“ on the Arabic scroll (see line ID but
“Pachoras“ 15 NOLT erased. 'The LW SCCS had een linked closely tor centurIies. I8
Ibrim still had Its cathedral 1n the tourteenth CENTUFCY, Pachoras Faras) could boast

large MONASLECY the sıte of 1ts cathedral.
author’s maın interest lies in the philology of the OCuments. This 15

excellent philological study, CAaS y read and tollow. Wırch exception NOL eadıilyaccountable, that he has omıtted lines 163—168 OT the Coptic scroll from his transla-
t10N (a final benediction), textual detail mM1Sses his attention. He 15 less concerned,however, wiıth their historical an archaeological ımportance.

Except SUSSCSLT that conditions 1n Nubia INnaYy have een LOO disturbed tor
Timotheos’ enthronement have taken place in Ibrim, he offters few hints ot the
LE historical and ecclesiastical perspectives opened by the discovery. Indeed,the historical signıfıcance of the documents 15 confined CULSOLY reference iın
the editor’s Foreword.

The editor’s brief description otf the Circumstances of the fin. does NOT COIMN-
Jetely satısfy CUrOSIty. The wriıter of chis FreVvV1eWw W as his AÄAssocıate the CAXACAaAVAd-
t10NS, and Was 1n charge of their day-to-day conduct. He Was the SPOT within
seconds of the workmen’s discovery. The bıshop W Aas NOLT burijed 1n the normal

of the ter n} He ha een a1ıd 1n the below the arch ot the COPp.of accumulated soft debris, lothed 1n his ordinary everyday clothes, but enveloped1n white cshroud suspended from hiıs shoulders, an hıs head W as covered with
cloth He lay lightly hunched his back anı when ftound W as covered onlyby thın layer of dust. palm branch staft lay 1LCAar his teet, and It W as noticed
that UNe of these W 3as mMI1SS1Ng. It looked as though he had been laid Frest SUrTecD-titi0usly an 1n SUO1I1LC haste. How he died 15 mMYyStery.The scrolls LOO, CANnNOLT be divorced trom the other objects found with the bıish-

hıs 1ıron pectoral suspended trom hiıs neck and the little leather phylacterywıth CUFr10US cabbalistic S18NS that he WOTE close his chest These together with
his clothing, notably the brown monastıc habit richly decorated wiıth ven fabric
ACTOSS the shoulders, build picture of fourteenth CENLUrYy Nubian bishop.Separation of the indivyıidual objects inevıtably makes It INOTE difticult the
sıgnıfıcance of the discovery whole Brief reDOTTS the discovery, the bishop’sclothing (particularly valuable for comparıson with that otf the clergy chown
the Faras trescoes), and the other objects tound with his body, A well 455C55-
mMent of the sıgnıfıcance of the find could have een included without impıngıngthe central feature of the LEeXLT of the crolls The interval between the discovery and
publication of these has een long NO

Uus, the world ot scholarship 15 le wiıth magnificently produced study otf
medieval Nubian documents of VerYy interest, but isolated trom their CONILEXT
One Can have nothing but praise for the author’s skill edıtor, but the
archaeological that would have related the discovery 1ts envıronment An
assessed Its ımportance 1n the history of Christian Nubia has een Jacking. In CON-
gratulating Protessor Plumley and Mr James Ane A openıng —-
um! the Egypt Exploration Society’s Texts from Excavatıions, INnay Iso hopethat subsequent volumes 111 NOT surrender al other AaSPECTS of simiılar 1scoveries

the altar of philology.
Frend


