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Harrıs Harbison: Christianity and Hıstöry. Princeton, (Prın-

Unıiversıity Press) 1964 2972 s geb 6.50
Thıs volume of collected C55aYy S by the Princeton renalissance and retormatıon

histor1an, Harrıs Harbison, appeared Just few months fter hıs untimely death
It z1ves insight into his VICW ot history wiıth S1X CSa y S pertainıng the
Christian understandıng of history, and it OCCAs10Ns genuine regreit that urther
pleces otf historical analysıs wil] COMC from hıs PCIL ıth S1X C554a y S illuminating
tacets of the Protestant reformation three previously unpublished.

The CSSaYy S the understandıng ot history reflect, Aas the author repeatedly
N  9 the revıval of interest 1n this subject which has Occurred 1n the Dast forty
MOTC « One ‚Y 15 devoted especially Arnold Toynbee, Ithough wriıtten
before the atter’s Study o} Hiıstory W 4s completed. Of Toynbee Harbison SdYy S,
“Possibly the MOST interesting thing about him 15 his magister1al attempt reconcile
his LW vocatıons 245 historian 2AN! 45 Christian.“ The analysıs 15 carrıed OUtTt 1n
illuminating ashıon by comparıson with Augustine and Machiavelli. In conclusion
Harbison marks taults 1ın Toynbee’s integration of his callıngs 245 historian an
Christian, fırst, hıs dislike of aradox, 59 the antınomy between unıqueness an
OC HTE in history, second, 15 underemphasis of the anONyMOUS forces of history,

59 the technological an ecOonNOMmM1C, and third, his inadequate “scense tor the critical
importance ot the unıque integral Dart of the selt-revelatiıon of the
hıdden God otf history.“

1Iwo other C554 Y 5 1ın the first sect10n, “Religi0us Perspectives of College Teaching:
Hıstory“ and “Liberal Education AN! Christian Education“, CONCcEGFEH perennial
problems of the American educational In they ATC the problems of
alıt and rCcasOnN, Christianity anı humanısm. Indeed the SAINeC themes aAapPCari

throughout al the CSSaYyS ot this secti10n. One the influence ot Reinhold
Niebuhr, and several points Harbison CXDICSSCS his admiration tor Herbert But-
terheld’s Christianity and Hıstory. The reader almost fee] that Harbison
has distinctively NCW position detend. 'his eeling 1S, however, representatıve
INOre otf the theologian tamıliar wiıth Current theologica inte retatıons ot historyIf  LP a4as member otthan of the “secular“ historian including Harbison hımse
unıversity history department who would be less accustomed examınıng Pre-
SUppOos1ıt1OnNs of relig10us faith questions ot ultiımate meanıng and PUurpOSC, Har-
bison 15 1n fact that UNCOMMOOT. scholar who 15 by callıng and commiıtment
Christian an historian.

Nonetheless the INOTC endurıing C554a y S ATC 1n the second sect10on, especially
“ Freedom 1ın Western Thought“, Wl ersus Reason: the Dilemma of the Retor-
matıon iın Hıstorical Perspeetive“, and “The Intellectual Social Reformer: Ma-
chiavelli and Thomas More.“ Machiavell:i An More, together ıth Augustine and
Calvin, are Harbison’s favorıtes. He skillfully employs their wrıitings an hought

PCNeLrate the ature and meanıng of historical PrOCCSS, and 1n his Y devoted
them he demonstrates how they represent the tirst tough-minde but imagınatıve

thinking about modern political, social, an econOomıc problems“ an illustrate the
attıtudes ot the “realist“ and “moralist“ toward these problems. Harbison SUCC1INC-
tly paıints the aDCc of these W: scholar-statesmen. “The political hought ot the
rilliant generatiıon that included Machiavelli and More W ds the result of LW

INgs: the soc1al tens10ns accompanyıng the dissolution of medieval instiıtutions,
anı the simultaneous ımpact of the classical reviıval.“
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Machiavellji; W as both sclentist and humanıist, seekıng 1EW truth independentlyan conserving the wısdom ot tradıition. He Sa the physical and intellectual dimen-
S10NS ot but missed the moral dimension. I W as ersona|l15 OW: unıqueexperience which tor this blindness the reality of spirıtual in
men and events More SICW in dıiıfterent envıronment but faced INany of the
SAaIiIne problems. In hıs Utopia he sought describe the iıdea] sOC1ety based FreCason
alone, but unlike Machiavelli’s conception otf sOcIlety, More’s Was completely statıc.
“TO Machiavell; the real world 1s cContinuous struggle toro between COMDEL-ing vıtalities; More, 1n Utopia, ıt 15 world 1n which C  = be controlled
an disciplined, NaYy even rendered harmless.“ Whereas Machiavelli only took
hıs PCH *er losiıng his political posıtion, More SAaVC his Galeet 4A5 Christian
humanıiıst and soc1al reformer the sServVıice of his king. Harbison believes that
the tensıon between their V1IeWS of socilety and reform, > between the realist and
the moralist still prevaıls.

The other CSa y S 1n the second secti1on include CONCISse analysis of the Protestant
reformation tor laymen aın LW studies Calvin, “The Idea of Ütilıty 1n the
Thought of John Calvin“ an “Calvin’s Sense ot Hıstory“. Al the CSSAaYyS 1ın this
volume underscore the historical world’s loss of colleague known home tor hıs
teaching An AT large tor his perceptive scholarship.

Nashwille, Tennessee/U.S.A. Gregory Armstrong
Friedrich Gontard: Dıe Päpste und die Konzıliıen. München (Kurtes 1963 638 S, 158 Abb., veb 18.50
ers.:! The Chair ot Peter. Hıstory of the Papacy. Trans. by an

Peeler. New ork (Holt, Rinehart An Wınston) 1964 629 169 illustrations,
12.50

It 15 becoming increasıngly COINIMNON tor important books appCar virtuallysımultaneously 1n LW INnOre languages. Most ften 1t involves books commandıngwıde audience. Such 15 the Case here, tor Gontard has written his history for the
general rteader whose interest has een aroused by the CUTFEeENT atıcan Councı
the FeGeNnt change of pontiffs. Hıs work makes claım be olarly history ot
thiıs ancıent and complex institution. It rather of the POPDPCS,lıvely but ep1sodic narratıve, concentratiıng the ersonalıities somet1ımes famous,
sometimes obscure, yet always fascınatin TIhus Ithough 1t 15 bıg and handsome
book wiıth ver 500 of LEXT, 1t ICa well, 1n translation well in the Or1-
ginal. The scholar, however, will have OCCAsıon ponder the SOUTCE otf the author’s
information and his conclusions.

Unfortunately bibliography 15 provided, NOLT even suggest1Ons tor further
readıng, although the German edition includes long list of of wriıters the
PapaCcy. Likewise there AaTe footnotes. One learns from the Ameriıcan publisherthat Gontard 15 Protestant but could inter It trom the absence of the ımprimatur.Hıs qualifications scholar ATre left unstated, anı he MUST be judged by hıs pPro-duct. Nevertheless, ıt would be untair CXPECT what he does NOLT intend SIVC,scholar’s ACCOUNT ot the pPapaCcy. He makes claim be Caspat, Seppelt H-
388  5 although their ATIC his list. In readıng him ıth eritical CYyYC OnNn«eC
OuUS NOL underestimate the task which he has faced 1n compressing nearly 2000

of history 1nto ONE volume of tailrly CONtiNuUOUS narratıve tree from evident
partisanshı

What does the general reader find? Fırst, he wiıll be struck DYy the “«£{lash-
back“ C6n  ın medias res  » technique which 15 sed repeatedly. Gontard 15 disposedskip trom OnNne excıting en the NCXT, picking the intervening developments,including ften several pontificates, 1n brief summarıes. The net eftect 15 twofol

ot orward anı contusion VT chronology. Indeed
CVCN 1n discussing sıngle POpC the chronology frequently aAappCars umbled The
author’s skipping ACTOSS decades and generatıons mMay NOLT be judged Ser10uUs fault;
It 15 necessity ıf the narratıve 15 be held within bounds Generally, Gontard has


