
The Ethiopians 1n Jerusalem*
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The Viısıt of the Queen of Sheba Solomon 1n Jerusalem. I1 The Ethio-
plans 1in Jerusalem from the Ath the 17th CEeENLUrY. PE The Ethiopians ın Jeru-
salem from the 17th the th CENLUrY. The Ethiopian Holy Places 1n Jeru-
salem: The Church of the Resurrection: The Ethiopian Chapel 1in the Rotunda

The Chapel of St Mary of Golgotha The Chapel of Abraham The
Chapel ot the Opprobrium Other Sıites The Daır as-Sultan The Mona-

of St. 'Takla Haymanot The Church an the Monastery of the Garden of

In 1960; study THE JERUSALEM W as published by the
Commissıion Oecumenical Aftairs of the See of Alexandrıia, Ca1lro. Sınce that
time, 1D1CW developments concerning the relationship of the Copts AN! the Ethiopians
in the Holy Cıity have taken place. (Overtures WEeTC made Kıng Husseın, the
Hashemiuite Monarch ot Jordan, by both the Ethiopians and the Copts gaın hıs
interest an hıs favour. Conterences and discussions WEeTC conducted settle “Oonce
and tor all times“ the question concerning the claıms and rights of the
sister churches in the Holy and

By NOW, It should ave become both partıes concerned that the 1ssue
otf the rights Ga  D be settled by reference firmans and ega. docu-

repCAal, therefore, what sa1ıd the Orthodox Copts, that 1n V1CW otf the
complex sıtuation, Hıs MajJesty Haıle Selassıe could OMMe agreemen‘ ıth
Hıs Holiness nba Kirillus Y if both partıes WEeIC embued ıth the spirıt of
Christian charıty. Recourse ega. documents an actıon 111 NOLT he]l either

Why should the of the See of St. Mark be disturbed by quest10ns
» keys An chapels? Lt 15 the author’s sincere pIaycr that the day 11l SOOIl

dawn, when 1n the words otf the Psalmist chall SaYy, “Behold, how z00d and how
pleasant it 15 for brethren dwell together 1n unıty.“

The Purposc of the followıng W Aas compile the historical evıdence of
the existence otf the Ethiopian Communıity 1n the Holy Cıty 1n partıcular an in
Palestine in general. have employed for this study the rincıpal works which ave
een published 1n this respeCL 2AN: WAant acknowle SC sincere indebtedness

the following authors and scholars whıi ave dealt with this thorny problem. One
of the first C55aYyS written by Western scholar W as ublished by Hugo Duensing
entitled “Dıie Abyssinier 1ın Jerusalem“ 1n the Zeits yift des Deutschen Palästina
ereins (49716); 3,& / 456 Most valuable SOUTCC and documentary material W as
lected and published by Enrico Cerulli 1n Etiop:z 1n Palestina, vols. Rome, 1947
Alexander Devıne published very thorough ACCOUNT in hıs small book Abyssinta,
Her Hıstory and Claims the Holy Places 1ın Jerusalem. T'he Correspondence
respecting the Abyssinians ın Jerusalem (1850—-1867) presented the House o}
Lords by the Command 0} Her Majest'y London W as recently reprinted by
the Kokeba Tzebah Press 1n Asmara. Moreover, Sylvıa Pankhurst devoted ONe

chapter the Ethiopians 1n the Holy City 1n her volume Ethiopia: Cultural
Hıstory, London 1955 Fortunately, have een able use the LW documentary
collections which WETC compiled by nba Philippus, the Biısho of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church 1n Jerusalem, entitled The Rıghts 0} the yssınıan Orthodox
Church ın the Holy Places »
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Paradise The Church ot the Sepulchre ot the Blessed Virgin Mary The
Grotto of David Mount 10N2. The Ethiopıan Sıtes outside of Jerusalem:

The Church of the Natıvıty 1n Bethlehem The Monastery ot the Holy Trinıty
the Rıver Jordan The Ethiopıan Property Bethany.

TH TH OLOMON
ERUSALEM

wıdely accepted by the Ethioplians, EthiopianAccording tradıtion, hıch occurredhistory omMmMENC wiıth the foundıng of the CIty of Aksum,
withın CENTLUrY of the Flood Thıs tradıtion points th tact that thıs CIty,
ven AL very early date, had special signıfıcance tor the Ethiopians. Some

hıch W as also the Ome of ’Angabo, gaınedtıme later, the CIty of Aksum,
fame, because here ’Angabo defeated the dragon Wainaba. ’Angabo and hıs
descendents reigned for < hundred 9 during hıch period Makeda
the (Queen of Sheba, also known the Queen ot ‘Azeb, the South, visıted
Kıng Solomon.}

Reference thıs VIiSIt 15 de by St Matthew who quOLTeS the words of
Jesus Christ Who said: «The Queen of the South <hall 1se 1n the judgment
wiıth thıs generatıon, Anl <hall condemn It. tor che A4aiMlec trom the

c The Queen of the Southof the earth ear the wisdom ot Solomon
W as Makeba who W as known tor her beauty and her superb Tature. Her

understandıng an! intelligence, hıch God had yıven her, WeI«c such that che
went Jerusalem profit by the wisdom of Solomon, an SE the
temple hıch Solomon W as building. fter havıng been told about the
splendour and the wealcth of Kıng Solomon, the u  1, castıng asıde all tear,
announced her people her intention vVisıt Kıng Solomon. Thereupon,
the people Out ot veneratıon tor theır noble and WwIse u  N, decided Join
her. Caravall, consisting ot 797 camels an countless mules an! COI1-

sequently set OUuUt tor Jerusalem.
Solomon welcomed her an paidWhen the u  N arrıved in Jerusalem,

her honours and respect. Solomon Makeda engaged 1n long and
frequent conversatıons hiıch led her abandon the worshiıp ot the Su and

aCCEeDL the faıth 1n the ONC true God Makeda S1X months 1n Jeru-
salem, and when Solomon heard that the u  N W as about depart, he COIN-

ceived the iıdea of marryıng her, an he invited the u  1 Stay tor SOMEC

tiıme 1n hıs palace, that he might complete her instruction in wisdom. The
u  n accepted the invıtatıon and finally Solomon invıted her
farewell banquet SE whiıch OCccasıon he caused dishes be served hich were

such would makeseasoned wiıth quantity of pepper and vinegarfr,
Solomon invited thethe U  11 very thırsty. At the conclusiıon of the teast,

u  n sleep 1n hiıs palace. At first, che hesitated,; but AT length, che CONSECI-

ted the condıition that Solomon would NOLT rapc er, tor che W as

Rossınt, Contiz, “Liber Axumae“”, in Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum Orıen-
talium (Serıes alt.) VIIL, Parıs, 1910

St. Matthew 12:42

Zitschr.
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vırgın. The kıng agreed, but required from her 1in retiurn oath that che
would NOLT take anythıng by force hıch W 45 1n hıs palace. Thus, LW couches
WOIC placed eiıther side of the royal chamber, and then they retired
sleep. fter short while, the u  I awoke 2AN! her lıps, mouth Aan! throat
WEIC parched OW1Ng the PCDDECIY food, hıch che had Nn, and she W ds5

exceedingly thırsty. The kıing had ordered hıs place Jar of
1n the cCentire of the LOOIN), and when the u  n Sa I she W a4as Ailled

wıth longing, Ahal believing Solomon W 4s asleep, che from her couch
an! drank of the Solomon, however, who had merely pretended
be asleep, thereupon leapt from his couch 2AN! seized her by the AIn sayıng:
“Thou hast broken the oath hich thou didst that thou wouldst NOLT
take anythıng by force that 15 1ın palace.“ "The u  n protested that the
oath did NOT apply 9 but Solomon replied: “IS there anything that
thou hast seen under the heavens that 15 of LINOTeE value than water?“ The
u  n admıitted that che W 4s WIONS, but begged that che might drink Solo-
INO  3 W as thus released from hıs oath aın he accomplished his desire and took
the u  N hıs bed

fter hıs unıon wıth Makeda, Solomon had dream 1n hıch he Sa that
the Su  3 AIn down the and of Judah and iıllumined 1t very brightly, and
then It passed Ethiopia OVCT hıch It chone wıth stil] greater splendour;
and second time It the and of Judah, but the Jews hated 1t and
STIrOVE destroy 1t, and It departed the lands of Rome AN! Ethiopia.

The tollowıng day, the u  n departed Ethiopia, after havıng been
presented wıth rng, rich gifts, and S1X thousand camels an WagONS tor
traversing the desert, an ship saıl the SCa And when Makeda ame

Bala Zadısareya, che brought forth child, anı che called hıs LAaINEGC
Menelik.}

When thıs prince W as wenty-Lwo a of ASC, he expressed hıs desire
VISITt hıs father. The u  N SAaVC hım the rıng hich che had received

from Solomon, and SenNtT him torth under the charge of Tamrın, the merchant.
fter the u  Nn had decided abolish the matrıarchate, che requested
Tamrın ask Solomon Aano1lnNt Menelik kıng aın promulgate law that
from henceforth her So  3 2AN! hıs seed should be kings of the COUNTLFY. Then,
the prince travelled Jerusalem, and when he arrıved AL Gaza; the people

Budge, W‚ Queen of Sheba and her SOM Menyelek, London, 192 19—38
Also, Beschreibung der Rheyss Leonardı Rauwolften der Artzney Octorn un! be-
stellten Medicı Augspurg, 1n Reyssbuch des heyligen Lands, Franktfurt, 1584,
340—347 It need hardly be sa1ıd that the stor1€es pertaiınıng the VIiS1its ot the Queenof Sheba and her SO  - Menelik Jerusalem ATC entirely apocryphal. The date of
these stor1es CAaNnnNOL be fixed wıth certaınty, but the Kebra Nagast, the Glory of the
Kıngs, hich mentions these legends, W as composed the beginnıng of the 14th
CENTLUFrY. colophon the Kebra Nagast interestingly States that it 15 translation
trom Arabic version made iın 12725 from Coptiıc orıgınal. onesand Monroe that “rche legend Ca  3 be traced the be innıng of the second
millennium The legend had, however, taken fiırm FrOOL the miıddle of the
11th CENTUrYy and thus rendered the position ot the usurpıng Zagwe Kıngs Ca-r10us“. Jones an Monroe, Hıstory of Ethiopia, Oxford, 19893,;
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believed that Solomon had OINC because of the resemblance of Menelik
hı1s father. And they Sent MESSCHSCIS Kıng Solomon 1in Jerusalem, and they
reported that ONC had ome theır and who resembled the kıng in N  y
eature. And when Solomon heard whence the had COMC, he reJO1C-
ed, and he summoned Menelik Jerusalem, where Menelik presented
Solomon the rng. But the kıng said: “What need 15 there of the rıng?
Without sıgn NOW thee, that thou ATrT son.“

Solomon tried persuade Menelik STaYy 2AN! reıgn OVCL Israel, ftor he
W as the first-born, but Menelik would NOLT CONsSeNT. Then Solomon anointed
Menelik wıth the holy o1l of kingshıp, an Zadok the highpriest expounded

hım the Law of Israel fter SOMMC time, Menelik asked Solomon tor
piece ot the fringe of the covering of the Ark otf the Covenant, that the
Ethiopıians might adore It. Thıis FeQUESLT W ads in compliance wiıth petition
whiıch Makeda had addressed the Kıng

When Menelik W as about leave, Solomon BaVC hıs SO  e horses and
charıo0ts, camels, mules ABl WagONS, 1n tact all what W as NECESSALY tor the
founding of Israel’s NCW kingdom of Ethiopia. And the councıllors of Israel
prepared theır eldest SO11S AaCCOMPAaNYy Menelik Ahal rule in Ethiopia.
But Just before Menelik an the councıillors were ready depart,

SOTTO W befell the youns nobles who WeI«cC leave theır natıve COUNTLFY,
tor it W as evident them that they wWerTC 701g 1nto perpetual exıle. But theır

SOTTOW W as that they had leave behind the Ark ot the Covenant.
Thereupen, Azarıah, the SO!]  a} of the highpriest, thought of plan, AN! bind-
ıng the nobles sılence, he collected sutficıent ONCY have raft
buijlt ot the Samec measurem! the Ark ot the Covenant. And the night
betore they departed, Azarıah took the ra hich W as in the torm of the
Ark, and entered the oly of Holies, anN! he took the Ark an Put 1n its
place the raft, An he covered It with the three coverings of the Ark that
NONE might SCC the change

After the had left Jerusalem, they travelled with speed until
they reached Gaza, where they halted, IN day later they arrıved in ZyYP
Here, Azarıah an hıs fellow-conspirators revealed Menelik how they had
brought the Ark wiıth them, an he made obeisance it ıN prophesied be-
tore ıt, and he rejoıced greatly. And they went theır WaYy AN! amme

Ethiopia. And Menelik ruled 1n Ethiopıia ın his SON1S$ atter hım
Meanwhiıle, Solomon had related Zadok the dream hich he had on

the nıght 1in hıch he had slept wiıth the Queen of Ethiopia. And Zadok,
filled wıth fear, went into the Holy of Holies and took oft the coverings
trom the Ark, and he beheld the raft hıich Azariah, hıs SON, had caused
be built And he weptLt bitterly and told Kıng Solomon about TE: When Solo-
INON heard that the Ark had been stolen, he Set Out with horsemen UursSuc
Azarıah and his pPartYy, but they were LOO far advanced theır WaYy
Ethiopia be overtaken. Disappointed an depressed, Solomon returned

Jerusalem and charged al his officers and councıillors keep secret the
loss of the Ark of the Covenant.

g*
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11 TH THIOPIAN ERUSALEM FROM ITH Ath
TITH 17th GENTUÜRY

The YSt historical reference the Ethiopians 1n Jerusalem 15 contaıned
1n the Letter of Paula an Eustochium Marcella (386 D.), hıch refers

the monks of the VAarı0us natıons who VIsS1t the Holy Cıty “Why need
mentıion the Armenınans, the Persians, the natıons of India aın Ethiopia,

and the neighbouring COUNLLY of ZYypt, aboundıng in monks, Pontus and
Cappadocıa, Coele-Syria, AN: Mesopotamıa, bal all the multitudes of the
East.“* 'Thıs observatiıon 15 substantiated by St Jerome 1n hıs Ebpistle Laeta
(cv11) 1n hıch he speaks of the crowds of monks who (0)8391° N  y day trom
Indıa, Persıa and Ethiopia.°

According Ethiopıjan tradıtion, ’E1la ’Asbeha, Kıng of Ethiopia,
commonly known Kaleb 514-542 AD withdrew from the world
towards the end of hıs reign Ahal became monk iın Jerusalem, after havıng
arranged tor hıs royal be suspended NneaAar the Sepulchre of Christ.
Hıs SO  5 Gabra Maskael continued the Ethiopian interest in Jerusalem by
sending hıs SO  3 bba Moses, who W as monk, the Holy City, where he
ounded hospice, the sıte of hich W as later dedicated in
honour of bba Moses.®

The Ethiopians L mentioned residents 1n Jerusalem 1n the “] etter of
Guarantee“ attrıbuted the Calıph ‘Umar hıich 15 dated in the 15cth yCarl of
the Hıgra (637 This 15 saıd have been made between the
Caliph An Sophronius, the Greek Patriarch of Jerusalem.? S ea al
remaın on them (the Christians) regards theır churches An IMONAST-

er1es, ell all the other places ot pIaycr belonging them 1n Jerusalem
and outside, that 15 5SdY, the ’Camama'‘ the Church of the Resurrection
and the Church of Bethlehem, where Jesus Christ W as born. And, in
order that the Georgıians an Abyssınıans depending the Greek natıon be
ell established, let all other natıons that S there pilgrimage, Latıns,
Copts, Syrıans, Ärmenıans, Nestorı1ans, Jacobites and Maronites submıit
the Patrıarch Sophronius of Jerusalem.“8

Gibbon, speaking of the peri0d from 638 1099 D refers the Man y
pilgrims trom the ASt an the VWest, who continued visıt Jerusalem and
the Holy Sepulchre, and mentions that the Greeks, Latıns, Nestorı1ans, Jaco-

Aubrey, “ Letter of Paula an Eustochium Marcella“, PPTS, 1,
Cavallera, K Saılint Jeröme, vIie SO:  3 (QEWU V TB Louvaın, 1922 I:
Budge, W’ The Hıstory of Abyssınıa. London, 1928, E 261 Kıng, A.; The

Rıtes of Eastern Christendom, Rome, 1947, 1, 503 Another tradıition STATES, that
Kıng Kaleb entered towards the end ot his lıte the Monastery otf St Panteleemon
ear Aksum The JNleyed tambs of Kaleb and Gabra Maskal ATIC shown 1n Aksum

The varıety An the order otf the Christian communıitiıes represented 1n Jerusa-
lem accordıng this document, WOU. SUggCSLT for Lts compilation date durıng the
Mameluke per10

Themelis, P- Les Grecs 4al  5 Lieux Saıints. Jerusalem, 1921,
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bites, Opts and Abyssınıans, Armenınuans an Georgians maintained theır
chapels, theır clergy, an the POOI of theır respective communıtı1es.?

The interest of the Ethiopıians in permanent establishment in Jerusalem
15 evident from letter hıch Qeddus Harbe (1150—1182) sent certaın
explorer and doctor, named Philıp, expressing hıs wısh tor Ethiopıan

1n the oly Cityz The tact that Ethiopian pilgrıms visiıted Jeru-
calem throughout the 12th CeNtUrYy 15 attested by Johann VO:  n Würzburg,
who in 1165 visıted the oly Land an reters the Ethiopıians ONg other
natıons who ven maintained chapel 1n the C In 1187, Sultan Salah
a1d-Dın granted exemption trom the Greeks, Georgıians, Copts an
Ethiopıians who ame Jerusalem. It 15 generally understood that by th:  15
ordinance the Sultan confirmed the privilege of the above mentioned CO

Uun10Ns have certaın s1ites 1in the Church of the Resurrection. Salah ad-
Dın assıgned EW the Ethiopians beneath the localıty of the Cate-
chumens. bFor the Lıturgy hey received the Church of the Invention ot the
Holy Cross an the 0© above 1t.12

It 15 beyond doubt that the Ethioplians WEeIC represented 1in Jerusalem O

the beginnıng of the 13th CENLUCY, Aat the tiıme when Lalibela, OILlC ot the INOST

venerated kings of the Zagwe Dynasty, made hıs pilgrimage Jerusalem.
In the Hıstory 0} Lalıbela ATIC told that, after his marrıage, the king visiıted
ll the holy places, where he W as introduced Byzantıne architecture, an
ONC tradition ASSEIrTS that Lalibela brought five hundred workmen from
Jerusalem and Alexandrıa Ethiopia.”® Sebastıan Brandt ell Abu
Sameh confirm the of the Ethiopians 1n Jerusalem AL the beginnıng
of the 13th CeENTLUrY. In fact, both writers relate, that when a1-Malık al-
Mu’azzım, the nephew ot Salah ad-Diın, heard ot the Capture otf Damıietta
by the Franks (1219% he decided reprisal destroy the fortifications of
Jerusalem. The Church of cthe Resurrection W SAaVC ftrom the work of
destruction, partly ACCOUNT of the energetic intervention of the Christian
communıties, an partly because ot the large number of Syrıans, Ethiopians,
Armenians, Georglans an other Eastern Chrıistians, who had pOSSESS1ONS 1n
the holy places.** Burchard ot Mount S10n, the Dominıcan trıar who visıted
the Holy Land in 1230, refers the Ethiopıians who Wer«c ON the natıon-
als residing in Jerusalem.””

&» Gibbon, Edward,; The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. London, 11. d
I 184

Kıng, A.; C6 1, 506
Terrae Sanctae saeculo VIILL; I XI1, 2 et11 Tobler, T) Descriptiones

Leipzıg, 1874, 189—1 Analecta B, 409Themelis, Cit.. 68, quoting Kerameus,
It 15 difficult z1ve CX atePerruchon, F Vie de Lalibela Parıs, 1892

in 1208, Lalibelafor the reıgn of Lalibela Sınce the Zagwe Dynasty amne

MUSt ave made hıs pilgrimage befo thıs date.
Bergman, John, Epitoma urbis Hierosolymae pCI Sebastianum Brant utrıusque

i1uris doctorem subıto collectum, 149d 105 Hıstorijens des Croisades: Hıst. Orıen-
CauX, Parıs, 1906, Na 17324

15 Burchard 0} Mount Sı0N, (‘A Description otf the Holy Land“, PPTS, XL, 104
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Interesting evidence of the of the Ethiopians 1n Jerusalem 15 furnished
by the consecratıon of Ethiopian monk archbishop oft Ethiopia. nba
Kıirillus H4 (1235—1243) had appointed Coptic archbishop tor Jerusalem,
and had thereby alienated imself from the Patriarch of Antioch, who
retaliated by excommunıcatınz the newly appointed Coptic archbıshop.
Thereupon, 1n 1238; nba Ighnatıus 1L, Patriarch of Antioch, consecrated
Ethiopian monk for the Ethiopıian archbishopric, priviılege hıch untiıl
1959 W as retaıned by the GCopts.”

The YsSt document mentionıng Ethiopian communıty in Jerusalem 15
letter by Yagbe Seyon, known also Kıng Solomon (1285—1294), ad-

ressed the Ethiopian communıty 1n Jerusalem.* Durıing the month of
Ramadan 689 IBR Ethiopıian m1ssıon arrıved in Ca1ro
wiıth the 1above mentioned letter, requesting al-‘Adıl Sef ad-Din (1190—-1218)

torward the letter and the o ifts Jerusalem.*® This letter makes mentıion
of the Ethiopian monks who have persevered thıs day in the practıice of
the relig10us lıtfe, an who have borne wiıth endurance the inconvenıence of
the heat an the cold The letter, furthermore, ment10ns the oift of veıl of
red 1ılk an ONe undred candles together wiıth the kıing’s belt,; hıch W as
be WOTI1 by 0)81> of the monks during the celebration of the Dıvıne Liturgy,
but only feast days. The letter concludes with petition have the
rece1pt of the gifts acknowledged and wiıth FEQUEST that the monks cshould
remember hım in theır Pprayers.

The of the Ethiopian Saınts 15 St Takla Haymanot, who, SOINEC-
tiıme 1n the 13th CENTLUFrY, visıted Jerusalem three times 1n the COUISC of hıs
pilgrimages Egypt 2AN! the oly Land.!? St. Takla Haymanot 15 tradition-
ally represented wiıth Wwıings and ONe leg Wıirch regard his WI1NgsS, the
Ethiopian tradition ASSEerts that ONCC, whiıle payıng VISIt the Monastery
otf Debra Damo, St Takla Haymanot W 4s suspended in miıd-air, the Evıl One
havıng Cut the rODC, and the Saınt would have been hurled down 1nto the
ravıne below, had NOT S1X W1ngs immediately untfturled themselves from
under his and borne hım aloft the summıt. Regardıng hıs ONCc

leg, the 15 told that St. Takla Haymanot remained in the crocodıle
infested WwWaters of small ake 1n Shoa, until ONne oft his legs dropped oft
The relic with the other remaıns of the Saınt 1n the Monastery of Debra
Libanos, where the faıthful drink the healing 1n hıch the Saınt’s Jeg
15 annually washed.“ At the beginnıng of the 14th CENTUrYy hear of the
Donatıon of ’Amda Syon I Kıng of Ethiopia (1314-1344), the Ethiopians
1n Jerusalem. The donation of the four Books o} +he Kıngs, hıch W as oiven

16 Kawerayu, P Die Jakobitische Kirche 1mM Zeitalter der Syrischen Renaissance.
Berlin, 1995

18
The ıtfe of the Sultan Qala’un, Cod rab 4869, Bibl Nat. Parıs.

uatremere, E) Memoires gyeographiques historiques SUr l’Egypte. Parıs,
1811, H 267—8

19 Budge, W.;, The Life ot Takla Haymanot, London, 1906, 1 185 1Iso
Ethiop. Synax., Nahasse, Budge 1 1245

Hyatt, IT The Church of Abyssinıa. London, 1928; 259260 St Takla
Haymanot 15 the only Ethiopian Saınt who 15 commemorated by the Latın Church
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by ‘Amda Syon I VO the Blessed Virgin ary of Jerusalem, manı-
tests the interest, hıch thıs Kıng had in the Ethiopıan communıty in the

erence “rhe Vırgin Mary of Jeru-Holy CI I 15 ve likely that the
hıch W a4s Ol  m of thesalem“ refers the Chapel ot St Mary of Golgotha,

chapels Mount Calvary, an this, accordıng Niccolo dı Poggibonsı
1346), w as in the hands ot the Ethiopians.“

The pilgrims of the 14th CENLULY substANtıAte the of the Ethio-
(1348) mentio0ns oN$ the otherplans in Jerusalem. Ludolt VO  - Suchem

ubians, who might be bothcommun10Nns represented 1n Jerusalem the
Ethiopians and Copts, an the anonNn yMOUS pP1lgrim of Miltenberg S

usalem in 1355 an Philıppeanother anoNyMOUS pilgrım who visıted Jer
de Mezıieres (  , also lıst the “Indianı“, who A the Ethioplians, ON

of the natıons 1n the Holy City.
the second SO  $ otf NewayaDurıng the reign of Davıd (1382-1411);

Krestos, pıece of the wood ot the Ir (ross W as brought Ethiopia.“‘
In 1386, Johann VO  en Bodmann visıte the oly Land and certifies that

her
EW Ethiopians lived permanent1y wiıth the representatıves of the OLT

Christian communıtıes in the Church the Resurrection. By thiıs time, the
Muslım control OVver the holy places had been strictly enforced, tor OUL

pilgrım mentıons that the church-door W 4s Tgorously watched, permitting
ONC the Church, EXCCDL replace monk who ad left the church,

in the ase ot death ot representatıve. The fact that Ethiopıan monks
resided in Jerusalem 15 also mentioned 1n 14th CENTULCY code (Latın I ELE
22) iın the Escorial Library 1n Spain.“” the Church otf theAccording the anonyMOUS pilgrım ot 00S (1419), an S1XResurrection W 4S kept closed by the Muslims durıng the whole yCal,

Greek, Iberian (Georgian), Latın, Armenıinan, Jacobitepriests, the Church W asand Ethiopıan WeIC locked in the Church In those days,
opened only when pilgrıms ame Felix Fabrı (1484) repOrts, that the
Church of the Resurrection W as oOPpCNH only twice yCal, trom ood Friday

Feast ot the Invention of theFEaster Monday, AN! from the Vigil of th
Cross until the Vespers followıing. The guardıans ot the respective-

E) Codices aethiopicı Vaticanı Borgianı, Bar-21 Grebaut, and Tiısserant
111

> 1935 786 Iso OMberinianus Orientalıis, Z Rossi 1anus 865, I atıcan Citys
N., Zeitschrift für Assyriologie, XVI1L,; 796—342

Niccolo d: Poggibonst, Voyage Beyond the Seas, Jerusalem, 1945

Ludolf D“O:  > Suchen, “Description of the oly and PPTIS, ZEIL:
Conrady, B Vıer Rheinische Palaestina-Pilgers riften des XIV, X und

XVI Jahrhunderts Wiesbaden, 1882,
Slisansky, Laurentius, Nevwe Reisebeschreibung nacher Jerusalem vndt dem

Landte. Leipz1g, d manuscrits contenant la re:  gle de MiılitıiaMolinier, A “Description de deux
Archives Orıent. Latın, P 1884, daPassıonis Christı de Philippe de Mezieres“,

London, 1928, 1, 300Budge, W., The Hıstory of Ethiopia,
ohann VO:  '3 Bodmann nach der KarlsruherSemler, A “Die Pilgerreise des

Handschrift“, Mitteilungen AUuUS dem Germanischen Nationalmuseum, 1946; 142

Antolın, G.;, atal0g0 de los c6ödices atınos de 1a eal Biblioteca del Escorial.
Madrid, 1943; II} 44—45
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nıtıes remaıned locked In, until the arrıyal ot the NexXt year’'s pilgrims, and
they WEeTITC supplied wiıth food hich W as handed in through holes 1n the
door.?!

In spıte of these restricti1ons hıch Wer«e imposed upOoN the Christians by
the Musliıms, the Ethiopians 1in Jerusalem enjoyed certaın privileges of hıch
LOMNC ot the other Christian communıites could boast. Not only WeTIC they
EXCEMPT ftrom payıng trıbute theır Muslim Masters, but also they had the
right and the privilege (0)881°> wiıth unfurled banners and CLTOSSES the
Holy Kr Niccolo di Poggibonsıi (1346) 15 0)81°> of the o estern pılgrims

notıice that d  those of Ethiopia pPass INtTO Egypt and 1into the Land of
TrOomiıse wiıthout payıng trıbute the Sultan an they Can y the
uncovered through al Saracen lands, an also they the Holy Sepulchre
without payıng trıbute, bal natıon, S”AaVC the Ethiopians enJoys thıs d  9
AN! thıs 15 gyranted by the Sultan.“ %® That this specıial STAatus of the Ethio-
plans continued tor consıderable tıme 15 cshown 1n the FreDOFTS of the 15th
CENLUFrYy pilgrims. Thus, the above mentioned ANONYINOUS pilgrim of 00S
StTates that the Ethiopians, Jacobites Ahal Syrıans did NOL pay triıbute the
Sultan in the Church of the Resurrection tor the L1CAaASON that through their
COUNLIFL.Y ASSCS the rıver hich 1n Latın 15 called Gıon, and in the vulgar
speech the Nıle, hıch from the earthly paradise an ‚.PDaSScCS by
Ca1iro.® Apparently, the preferential Lreatment hıch the Ethiopians Fece1vV-
ed trom the Muslims W as NOL INEIC conventıon. eCcCause the Church of the
Resurrection W as closed AT certaın peri0d 1n 1423, when the Ethiopians
wished i Yeshak Isaac (1414—-1429) consıdered thıs actıon

insult, and he retaliated by kıllıng the Muslıms 1n Ethiopia.** Some tiıme
later, simiılar incıdent Ooccurred. In 1451, the ambassador of Eskander
Alexander (1478—1494) arrıved 1in Jerusalem wiıth permissıon from the
Sultan Kaitbay 1n Ca1ro authorizing hım anı his sulte without pay-
ment the Church of the Resurrection for the Ceremony of the Holy 1ıre. The
officer of the exchequer and the treasurer of the (Gsovernment in Damascus,
however, WEeTITC NOLT disposed recognıze the document an allow them

the Church The Ethiopians, however, insisted theıir privilege, and
it W 4s NECESSALY eliver them the keys of the Church of the Resurrec-
t10n, and the ambassador entered the Church wiıth all the other Christian
Natıons without payment of DL the usual gifts.®

Arnold VO  — arft (  6—9 observed the Ethiopians comıng “trom
Ethiopia Jerusalem the Sultan’s COUNLIL.Y. They Pay trıbute, and
they wiıth banners unfurled Jerusalem into the Temple of Christ
wıthout payıng tribute, and INJury MUST be done them, lest the rıver

30 Moravwvıille, Un Jpélerinage Terre Saınte Sınal N 1ecle, 1n Biblio-
theque de ’Ecole des Chartes. LXVI, 1905 8384

31 “The Book of the Wanderings of the Brother Felıx Fabri , PPIS, In 1l, 384391
Nıccolo d: Poggibonsi, a 126
Moravılle, loc. GEn
Nudjum, 1n Gaudefro -Demombynes, Masalıik al-absar, 32 H
Van Berchem, CIA, rusalem, I 395—6, accordıng Mudjir ad-Din, 657



121Meinardus, The Ethiopians 1n Jerusalem

ıle <hould be stopped. c 36 The STOLY of the threat STtOP the ıle 15 told
The Spanish pilgrım ero Tatur 5—and retold by pilgrims. and Josse Va  3 Ghisteleheard the Same trom de Conti,

COUTFrSC ot the Nıle,(1485) repOrts that Prester John had OWCI change th
which would ruıin cthe and of ZyPpt, that the Sultan, therefore, sent hım

hn’s subjects had mMan y priviıleges in
II each YyCal, further, that Prester Jo

he Church of the Holy Sepulchrethe Sultan’s land, that they could
without payment an could wear openly round theır necks Ad

in theır hands.}7
Throughout the 15th CENTLUFCY, the Ethiopians continued theır ınterest in

the oly City In the Ethiopian Synaxarıum read about the intention of
who W 4s known for hıs reli-Kıng Tewoderos Theodore (1411—1414), Kıng, however, W asZ10US lıte, make pilgriımage Jerusalem.

the Abuna, who tolddissuaded trom accomplishing hıs plan by urqus;,
hım ‘X 15 NOLT thy portion,' because he feared tor the Kıno'S safety.“”

4—1468) considered himseltKıng Zar’a Ya’qub Constantıne (145
aıd down rules tor 1tSs Zu1-the head of the Ethiopıian Church tor hiıch he

dance and maıntenance. He W aAs much ftor the theological educa-
tion of hıs clergy, an! thus he sent th monks of the Ethiopıian communıty

the Canons of the Apostles and the Councils1in Jerusalem the Ge’ez tEexXT

which ATeC recognized by the Ethiopıan Church Canon LAaWwW In 1441,
arıa Ya’qub commissioned LW monks trom the Ethiopıan communıty in

he Councıl of Florence (1438—1445) hıch W as calledJerusalem attend
by Pope Eugene tor the Purposc of unıting the Greek and Eastern rtho-
dox Churches with the Nee of Rome.  ö9

of certaın s1tes in the Church ot theBy the 14th and 15th CENLUrY ear
hıch WEeItcC definitely 1n the handsResurrection an in Jerusalem in general

of the Ethiopians. One of the INOSLT promınent chapels Golgotha W as the

Chapel ot St ary of COlgotha hıch w as in the hands of the Ethiopians,
ar least from the m1ddle of the 14th CeENtTUrYy until the middle of the 16th

CeENTLUFrY, ıf NOT venl later. The Ethiopıan s1ıtes in the Rotunda of the Church of
the Resurrection WEeEeTIC PTrobably acquired AL the SaInc time. Poggibonsı

ler Z1ve the posıt10ns of the(1346), who 15 the first European AaV!
behind the oly Sepulchre whereEthioplans in Jerusalem, mentıions altar

the Ethiopıians alsothe Indians and those of Ethiopia celebrated.“ Later,
acquired certaın tor theır monks in the Rotunda, and the pilgrims
of the 15cth 17th CeNntury > that these wWeI«c situated between
the columns ot the Rotunda, immediately the left after entering the Church
To these sıtes, the Ethiopıians added, about the middle of the 15th CenturYy,

he Church ot the Resurrection theır pro-the Chapel of the Opprobrium iın

36 Letts, M.;, The Pılgrimage of Arnold VONl Harft London, 1946 178
Treatise the oly and Jerusalem, 1949,Ct Iso Francesco Sur1ano,

Joos Üd  S Ghistele, T’voyage Vall ynher Joos Va  e Ghistele, Ghent, 1542

Ethiopian Synaxarıum, Patr. OrıeNT:, L 696, and Budge I 1045
Ullendorff, Edward,; he Ethiopıians. London, 1960,

40 Poggibonsi, CIt.,
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pertıes, hich they retaıned until the first quarter of the 17th CENLUFrCY. On
Mount S10N, the Ethiopians possessed from the miıddle of the 15th cCentury
untıl] the Arst quarter of the 16th CENLULrY the Grotto of Davıd, an in the
Church of the Sepulchre of the Blessed Vırgın Mary AL Gethsemane, the altar
dedicated St. Joseph WAas, in the 15th Ahal 16th CENLUFY, in Ethiopıian
hands In the Church of the Natıvıty in Bethlehem, the Ethiopians possessed
1n the 14th 2N! 15th CENTULY altar 1n the northern ADSC of the basılica.

The FaCE that durıng the 15th CENTLUCY SOmMe of the Ethiopian s1tes had
fallen Into decay 15 evident from communıcatıon hıch Ethiopıian
embassy presented the Sultan iın Ca1ro 1n 1443 fter statıng the COMNCETN

of the Ethiopians about the EeXCESSIVE levied uDOIL the Christians 1n
Egypt, the document concludes wiıth demand for authorizatiıon
—  GE the Ethiopian Ss1tes 1n Jerusalem.“

That the Ethiopıians 1n Jerusalem maıintained the privilege of exemption
trom and Sifts 15 also recorded 1n interesting inscr1ıption the left
sıde ot the door of the Church of the Resurrection, hıch 15 dated Muhar-
ram, 4I, E arch 18, 1513 A1l-Malik al-Ashrat al-Ghurı, the Sultan of
Egypt, had oftered CONCesSS1ONS SOINEC Christian communıtıes 1n Jerusalem,
hıch included the Melkites, the Jacobites, the Georgıians an the Ethiopians.
These CONCesSs10NSs stipulated that members belonging the above mentioned
cCcCOoMMmMUN1ONS were CXCEMPDEL trom the payment of AaX'! their arrıval At and

their departure from the Ort o Jafta; the Cıty of Gaza, ell
Ramlah of Lydda Also, trıbute had be paıd for entering the Church
of the Resurrection. At thıs tıme, the exemption W as solicıted by certaın
Sophroni10s, monk of the Melkite communıty 1n Jerusalem.“

Three later, 1n 1516, Ethiopian embassy arrıved in Ca1iro
obtaıin authorization VISIt Jerusalem AN. the Church of the Resurrection.
The Ethiopians stayed for peri0d of three days, ZUESTS of the Sultan,
before they departed the Holy City. Thıs incident 15 described 1n detail
by the historian Ibn I yası” In 520 another expedition W as sent Jerusa-
lem Generally, the Ethiopıian pilgrims departed from Ethiopia AL Epiphany
1n order be 1n Jerusalem tor the celebrations of Holy Week Ahal Easter.
The CAaravan of T520 entered the of history because of Its misfortune.
The pilgrims WEIC savagely attacked by the Bedouins somewhere beyond
Suachin, and the Caravan consıisting of 336 pilgrims W as almost completely
destroyed, CXCEPL for ıfteen monks who escaped and continued their pilgri-
MascC. Thus, for several the Ethiopian pilgrimages the Holy Land
WerTrTe discontinued.“*

41 Sakhwi, Tıibr masbuk, 67—72
Berchem, M..; Materiaux POUTF Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum. F Par-

tie: Syrie du Su: Tome Jerusalem V1 le, 1n Memoıires de ’Institut Francaıs
d’Archeologie Orientale du Caire, Ca1ro, 1922 3485—3985

43 Wıet, G., “ 1_es relations egypto-abyssines SO les Sultans Mamlouks“, Bulletin
de 1a Societe d’Archeologie Copte, I 1938 136—139

Verdadeira Intormacao das Terras do Preste Joao0o das Indıas pelo Padre
Francısco Alvares. Lisbon, 1889 163—4
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In 1514, Queen Helena of Ethiopıia, much concerned about the continumng
An about the Muslim dominatıon

raids of the Muslims upon her COUNLIFY,
Pope Leo and Immanuel the

of the Holy Land, addressed etters
Great, Kıng of Portugal. In thıs correspondence, the Queen suggested that

with the help of the Latın Church An the Kingdom ot Portuval, the Ethio-
the liberatiıon of the Holy Land trom

plans would be able partıcıpate in
5C, that ten a later,

the dominatıion of the Muslıms. 15 interesting
lıms W as made by

in 1514, similar tor crusade agaınst the Mus
Queen Helena, who addressed letter PopeLebne6-Denghel, the SO  -

ficant for Uus, because they reveal
Clement \A These roya appeals A S1gN1
the kal ot Pnsibilıty the Ethiopıians tor theır OW.

ell tor Christia Holy Land 1n
communıty in the Holy Places,
genera145 Sultan Selım 5—Followıing the CONQUCS of Jerusalem by the Turks,

Fırman of Satar Z 9723 (1517) 1n hıch he
issued the tamo

hts of the Ethiopıan ommunıty mentioned in detal
supported the rıg firman 15 incorporated into
theır properties, rghts and privileges. Thıs
firman issued by Sulaıman the Magnificent (1520—1566), hich 15 dated

the TexXt of the Fırman of SulLan Selim
September 1555 The followıng 15

oly God The Repaırs the Abyssinıan“In the Nname of the One Living through the endea-
Church in Jerusalem ha begun 1n the yCar 1500
VOUFr of Father Hiınnı1s he Abyssınıan and the COS of hıch Came trom

from certaın Abyssinıan Christians. The
the Emperor of Abyssını1a uments An ırmans
Abyssınıan ave 1ın theır Cdy and possess1on doc

chrıines an churches
which estabısh the locatıon of theır wadgls, nasterı1es,
insıde the Church ot the Resurrectı1 and outsıde, also what the Abyssinı1ans
OWN), and hich 1n particular beloNS them, also rtheır worsh1p privıleges
and that hich 15 theırs 1n JerusaleIN, that 182

amps AT the Unctio Stone. placeThe place where they hang SEVC
de the tire chamber (1 the Tomb ot Chfist)

hang other ven lamps insı three porches hich
the *irst being southern and the second northern. The

hurch together with
belong the Abyssınıans ATr situated south ot the

The three OILhern porches. 'o0I1N of double wood. The
the xlass amps he eaAast ot the said Church
altar situated betwee the Sepulchre AaAn
The door otf benchwood hıch 15 placed above he pillar chrine (1 b the

Juding what it contaıns ot gylass lamps and
Chapel ot the Opprobrium) inNnC

wood. The forementioned thıngs belong
has SCrECI ot double perforate 10US Christian faiths
in whole solely them. No OLTher communıty of the Var

1n Jerusalem has anı y known legal connect1i0 thereın.
Church hıch 15 in he south and hıch adjoıns the

The lower Abyssinıan ens south 15 also the
Church ot the Resurrecti and the door hich OD

Itan hich 15 reached
property of the Abyssınıans The Monastery of the Su

of the Church otf the Resurrection togetherby the WaYy of the Court-yar dwellings 15 also theırs. The
wiıth what it comprises of buildings

45 amıano da Goes, Fides Relig10 Moresque Aethiopum. Lovanıo, 1544 14, 38
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of the Jarge locked box of ecclesiastical robes 15 also theirs. The
of the pper Church whiıch 15 in saıd Monastery of the Sultan, that 15 the

books ATC also for the Abyssınıans. The Church of St Helena hich
15 situated ın the neighbourhood of the Monastery of the Sultan 15 theırs.

Sultan Selim  «

Thıs firman W as confirmed by the subsequent sultans, and particularly by
Sultan Sulaiman the Magnificent (1520—1566) and Sultan Ahmad A
1617):° Throughout the followıng 9 and 1n spıte of the
unıon of the Church of Ethiopia wiıth the See of Rome, the Ethiopians
maıintained theır privileges ın the Holy Land Greftin Affagart, vıisıtıng the
Holy Land 1n 1533—34, ment1ions the Ethiopians the thırd natıon FCDIEC-
sented 1n the Church of the Resurrection, and adds that they Can and
leave the Church wıithout havıng Day trıbute, because 1n theır and the
rıver begins hıch keeps all of Zypt alive.47 The relation of the waters of
the ıle the Ethiopıan privileges 1n Jerusalem MUST have been of specıial
interest the estern pilgrims, tor INanıy of them have commented about
thıs tact 1n theıir narratıves.

Throughout the Middle Ages, the Ethiopians participated the Eve of
KEaster 1n the Celebration of the Holy Fıre. %® Thus, Giovannı Francesco
Alcarotti (1587) ment1ons Greek Patrıarch, Armenıuan Biıshop Aan! AIl

Ethiopıian Bishop, “ observatıon hıch 15 basıcally substantiated by Aquı-
lante Rocchetta (15979); who observed Greek Prelate, Armenıuan priest
AAal Ethiopıian DPrIESt. . Francesco Manerba (1604) noticed the Greek
Patrıarch, but instead of Armenıuan priest, he STLAaties the of LW

Ethiopıian priests AT the Ceremony.” Pıetro della Valle (1606) lists Greek
Patrıarch, Ethiopian priest an another Oriental Driest,. whereas C110°
vannı Paolo Pesent1 (1612) speaks agaın of Greeks, Armenıuans and Ethio-
plans who particıipated 1n the CeremonYy.“ Antonıo de Castıllo (1626) 15
agaın INOTE specif1C by referring Greek Patrıarch, Armenıu1an Bishop
an Ethiopian Priest.* According the testimony of Bernard Sur1ius
(1644) 1 patrıarchs participated 1n the CGeremony of the Holy Fıre, and
they WeIC the Greek, the Coptic, the Ethiopian, the Georgıan, the Nestorıan
and the Armenıuan who locked themselves into the Chapel of the Holy

For the texXt SCcCC Abba Philippos, The Rights of the Abyssınıan Church in the
Holy Places. Jerusalem, 1959 Document No

Chavanon, Relatıon de Terre Saıinte (1533-1534) Dar Greffin Affagart. Parıs,
T9R3

Meinardus, (3 “The Ceremony ot the Holy Fıre iın the Miıddle Ages and
To-day“, Bulletin de la Societe d’Archeologie Copte, A

Alcarotti, F’ Del Viaggı10 1n Terra Santa. Novara, 1596 I& 159
50 Peregrinazıone di Terra Santa. Palermo, 1650, I  9 226
al Biblioteca Bio-Bibliografica dı Terra Santa. Golubovic, E 101711

Vıagg1 dı Piıetro della Valle il Pellegrino. Roma, 1664 H 555
D Pellegrinagio di Gerusalemme. Bergamo, 1615 H; 101

devote peregrino de 'Tierra Santa. Madrid, 1656 247
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Sepulchre. fter the appearance of the oly Fıre, they distributed the ıre

the people.”
ANt röle in the Ceremony ot the

That the Ethioplans played ımport
Holy Fıre 15 also attested bDy LW documenCS which WeIC recently published.
The first document authorızed the 19th day ot Du’1-Hıgga 947

“durıng the holıdays of the Christian Communıitymentions that
in Jerusalem, the Christian enominatıons used assemble insıde the

(Church of the) Holy Sepulchre in rusalem AL the tıme when the Fıre hiıch
be the light, ame OUT the place within the oly Sepulchrethey claım

GE where the Fıre QutL W as the
1n Jerusalem. The $irst the pl
Chief of the Abyssınıans, the second W as the atriarch ot the Greek Ortho-

the third w as the Chiet of the Armenınans, the fourth W as the Chiet of
dox, ans, and the sixth W as
the GeorgliaNS, the Afifth w as the Chief ot the Assyrı

the Ath of Gumadathe Chief of the (SOpts:? The second document 1Sssue
A 963 A.D.) STates that “<he YSt ente the place from

be the Chief of the Abyssınans, atter hımwhich the Fıre OUTt woul
ird would be the rmenı1an Convent S1Cwould OIMNC the Patriarch, the ch

the fourth the Chief of the Georginans, the Afth the Chief of the Assyrıans
and the sixth would be the Chief of the ODPEIS These agreed that they

leave together without disturb-would light from the altar (?) collectively
ıng OoOnNne another 1n anı y manner for whatever 1EeA4SONLL.

By the beginnıng ot the 17th CeNturYy, che Ethiopians WF still established
had mAaıntaıne almost all of theır pOSSESSIONS wiıth

1n the Holy City They
the exception, 1t would S CCIN, ot the (Srotto of Davıd Mount S1002,
and the Chapel of St ary Golgotha. But trom numerical poıint of

had begun dwindle, hich W as5 mainlyVIeEW, the Ethiopian communıty
Franzesco Manerba (1604),due nd persecution by the Turks

that, durıng thewho had served guardıan of the Hol Land, repOrts,
time of hıs office, only LW Ethiopıians es1ided 1n the Holy Eityz= aın enrty

Ethiopıan Chapel of Abraham W asde eauvau (1605) ment10ns that th
That thıs numerical paucıty W assuarded only by Ethiopiıan

NOTt merely passıng 15 ev1dent trom the report of G eor Sandys (1610), who
States that the Ethiopian communıiıty W as omposed of only ONC priest and

thiopıan priests officiated tor thefew Ethiopian Jaymen. Apparently, thıs
Ethiopijans as ell for the Copo The Copts, therefore, May have been
without priest durıng chıs per10 Pıetro della Valle (1616) substantıiates

nk 61 At the timeSandys’ observatıon hen he speaks about OonNne Ethiopıan
of Yves de Lille’s pilgrimage (1625), the Ethiopiıan appeared hım

1705 E 58Den God Turuchti Pılgrım. Anversa,
Orthodox Church 1n the Holy Places.Philippos, The Rıg of the Abbyssinıan

Documentary Manuscrıi1pts Part 11L Jerusalem 1962
bid

58 Biblioteca Bio-Bibliografica dı Terra nta. 1619 1372
De Beauvayu, Relatıon journalıere du Voyagpc du Levant. ancy,

oly Land,Sandys; G., Relatıon of the Turkish Empıre, of Aegypt, ot the
of the remOote of Italy, and Islands adjoynıng. London, 1627 174



126 Untersuchungen

deserted EXCECDL tor ONeE POOF Ethiopian priest who maıintaiıned the
riıghts of hıs natıon. Thıs paucıty WAas, wiıthout question, due the PETISECU-
t10N and the extortions of the Turks hıch 15 also mentioned by Yves de
Lille.®?

It 15 without doubt, that thıs limited representatıon W as due the general
PCHNULY of the Ethiopians in Jerusalem, and It 15 understandable that other
communıtıes, realizing the disproportion of the number of the sıtes 1n rela-
tıon the numerical strength ot the Ethiopians, began be interested 1n
certaın places. The absence of the Ethiopians trom SUOTLIC of their s1tes 1n the
Church of the Resurrection led SUCCESSION of claims by the other
communiuıties.

In 1632, the Ethiopian “communıty“ W 4as visıted by Ethiopian notable,
Saga Krestos, who already SOON atter his arrıval in the Holy Land became
deeply involved 1n the quest1ons of hıs natıon. It 15 interesting
NOTE, that daga Krestos stayed AT the Ethiopian HEXT the Chapel
of Abraham. Hıs visıt, however, only complicated already complex and
difticult sıtuatıon, tor Saga Krestos strongly sympathized wiıth the Latıns,
the Armenı1ans and the Copts, AanN! eventually ven decided embrace
Catholicism. There 15 evidence elieve that the Armenıuans had proceeded

claim the protection of the Ethiopians. Saga Krestos, the other hand,
expressed hıs interest 1n transferring this privilege from the Armenıi1ans
the Latıns.® In addıition thıs misfortune, hear otf another detection.
Eugene Roger (1632) FCDOTS that in the YCalr of the VISIt ot 5aga Krestos,
cthe hegoumenos of the Ethiopian cCommunıty, certaın Raıs Hanna: also
became Catholic.®

The POVerty of the Ethiopians W as inducive all kinds ot violations by
the AÄArmenians, Aan! 1t AaDPDCAaIs, that the Armenıuans persisted 1n theır eftorts
untiıl they had gyaıned possess1on of the Ethiopian properties. Later,
shall SCC, the properties of the Ethiopians passed 1nto the hands of the Greeks.

The relationshıp between the Greeks an the Armenı1ans W as greatly
estranged ACCOUNT of certaın rights and privileges (e the question of
priority 1in the ceremonı1es in the Church of the Resurrection) hıch both
communıtıes claimed 1n Jerusalem. A# HrSt the Qadı 1n Jerusalem decided 1n
tavour of the Ärmeninans; whereupon, the Greeks approached the Sultan
Murad (1623—1640), who ın 1634 reversed the decision of the Qadı and
granted the Greeks priorıty NOLT only wıth refterence the AÄArmenians,
but OVEeEL all the Christian communıtıies.® Thıs decision W as confirmed by
the Fırman of Sultan Muhammad (1648—1687), who 1n 1654 restated the

Vıagg1 di Pıetro della Valle il Pellegrino CO' mınuto ragguaglio di le OSC
notabili; COSsServate in ess1. Rome, 1664 555

52 Y ves de Lille, “Itineraire“, 1ın Etudes Francıiscaines, Z 257 Parıs, 1933,
215

Cernulli, Enrıco, Etiop1 1n Palestina. Rome, 1947 Hs 106—-111
Koger, E La Terre Saıinte description topographique tres  A particuliere des

Saıints Lieux. Päarıs: 1664 405-—6
Cerallı, E, Cits 1L,
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priorıty of the Greeks Over a1ll other Christian communıitıes 1n the Holy
Land In addıtion, he granted the Greeks the right be 1Nnstalled 1n those

places 1n Jerusalem hıch had belonged either the Ethiopıians the
Georgian

By 1655, the Ethiopıan positıon 1n he Holy Land had become Pre-
CAar1ı0us that the Greeks WEeIC able acquıre all the Ethiopian s1ıtes. Trom
the proces verbal of 1655 (Coptic recensi0n) learn that the Armeniıans,
who had gained the Ethiopıan pOssessS1ONS, handed Over the Greeks the

the Chapel ot the Opprobrium,followıng cıtes: The Chapel of Abraham,
the Chapel of the Prison of Jesus, the Daır as-Sultan, and the Ethiopıan
Chapel 1n the Rotunda. Interestingly enough, the proces verbal makes
reterence LW Ethiopıan priests, OnNe Hanna, who 15 sa1d have been
hermit in the Church of the Resurrection, and another monk, Yusuft 5 =-

Surjanı.®” When Michel Nau (1668) visıted the Church ot the Resurrection,
he observed only ONEC POOIF Ethiopian,” ıN! enry Maundrell (1697) clearly
states that only the Latıns, Greeks, Armenıuans an Opts keep theır footing
well.®

The paucıty ot the Ethiopians in the Holy Land durıng thıs period 15 also
reflected by the imperial decrees (firmans), hıch PCIC issued in
the 17th aın 18th CEHTUFY for the PDurpOsSC of settling the claims
and disputes between the Greek Orthodox Aan! Armenıuan communıitıes wıth
reference the Ethiopıan sıtes. The history of the claıms and COuUuNtfer-

claıms 15 ell stated 1ın the famous Fırman of Sultan Mahmoud (1730—1754)
of 1739 Thıiıs document ment1i0ns that ATGI sınce 1067 1656
the Armenıuans attempted, Dy of submitting forged document,
se1Zze the Ethiopian sıtes, hich accordıng thıs tirman belong the Greek
Orthodox, the ‘controller of all thıs property'. As result, the Armenıans
WEeIC refraın from opposıtion and the Greek Orthodox WEeIC entrusted wiıth
the custody OVeTL the Ethioplans including the control of theır

An additional royal decree W 45 issued in 1108 1696 repca-
I an caused confusion by PTrC-ting that the Armenıans had done

senting forged documeNfs. Agaın it W as stated that the Greek Orthodox
WeTI«c be entrusted WIt the hold and control of all the belonging

Assyrıans, opts and Serbıians.the Georg1ans, Abyssınıians,
urther document W 4s issued in 1109 1697 hich required

all thosewho OMmM«ec annually trom all of the world durıng the pilgrımage
2A1 who belong the Arme-

SC4ASON tOor the Appearance of the Holy Fıre,
e and other Christian communıtı1es, withnıan, Georgıian, Abyssinıan, Copt

the necess1ity of consulting cthe Greek Orthodox Patriarchs.
hrone 1n 17530 Mahmoud considered theUpon hıs aAscension the

Ethiopians .  4S followers of the Greek Orthodox Patriarch“, for that matiter,

Ibid., 120
67 Ibid., D

Nayu, M) Voyage NOUVECAaU de 1a 'Terre saıncte. Parıis, 1679 173
Maundrell;, FE jJourney trom Aleppo Jerusalem Ekaster 1697

Oxford, 1740
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he <hall continue hold aın control all the endowments of the Abyssıinians,
C  who AIC subordinate the Greek Orthodox Communıity C 70

Just important the Fırman of Sultan Mahmud 15 the Fırman ot
Sultan Mahmud 11 ot Z 1805 hıch also reters the
Ethioplans 1n Jerusalem, though under the administration of the Armenians.
It 15 their (the Armenı1ans) right control Over the otf the Abys-
sinı1an, Coptic Aan! Assyrıan communıtıes in accordance wıth theır tradıtions,
tor the “Abyssınıan, Coptic and Assyrıan communıtiıes arc, they have
been tor long tıme, under the superv1ısıon an responsibility of the Arme-
nıan communıty“, claım which 15 challenged by the Greeks. These docu-

ATIC ımportant in far the respectıve claims ATC stil] upheld. Wirch
regard the Ethiopıian properties, these firmans provide detailed intor-
matıon. “*

111 TH THIOPIANS JERUSALEM FROM
TH 17cth TH ”Z7öüch CENIURY

The hıstory of the Ethiopıian communıty 1in Jerusalem from the 17th
the 70th CENLUCY 15 intimately connected wıth the problem of the eccles1astı-
cal jurisdiction Over the Daır as-Sultan.

Thıs sıte, hıch OCcupl1es the roof ot the Chapel ot St Helena, the Chapel
of the Four Bodiless Living Creatures and the Chapel of the Angel, ell

the PasSsapc Jeadıng trom the roof of the Chapel of St Helena through
the aforementioned chapels the parvıs ot the Church of the Resurrection,
15 claimed by both Ethiopians and Copts alıke. The tudy of the records of
the Daır as-Sultan OVer the DPast three hundred 15 0)81> of the Man y
unpleasant enNCOUNLTIErS whiıch reflect the argumen(Ts, violatiıons AAal misunder-
standıngs ot the Christian communıtıes in the Holy City. In thıs CasSC, the
Opts ın the Ethiopians have argued an: fought for thıs sıte.

The roof of the Chapel of St Helena aır as-Sultan) W as OMNCE 1n the
hands ot the Augustinıan Canons who established themselves there during
the Latın Kingdom (1100—-1241). The sıte W as used by the Canons refec-
torıum. The arches OVCI the windows of the ruined walls still chow the
remaıns ot the Latın refectoriıum.*

On the eviıction of the Ethiopians trom theıir s1ites 1n the Church of the
Resurrection 1n 16/71, they retreated the rootf of the Chapel of St. Helena.?
There 15 little doubt, however, that ven prior that date, Ethiopians
inhabited the roof of the Chapel of St. Helena. One of the first reterences
by pılgrım Ethiopıian habitation of the Daır as-Sultan 15 found in

70 Philippos, The Rıghts of the Abyssıniıan Orthodox Church 1ın the oly Places.
Documentary Manuscripts. art IL Jerusalem 1962 78

71 Ibid.,
Jeffery, George, Brief Discription ot the Holy Sepulchre. Cambridge, 1919

2 Luke, Ch.;, “Christian Communities in the Holy Sepulchre“, 1n Ashbee,
Jerusalem London, 1924
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the Chronicle of Francesco Verniore (1631—1647) 1in hıch he reters

place in front of the SQUAIEC (parvıs) ot the Church ot the Resurrection,
where there ATC few 10w and dark in hıch the Ethioplans sleep
the bare ground.*

Jean Doubdan (1651) contirms the bservatıon of Verniore, when he
describes the lodgings ot the Armenıuans the Ethiopians being situated

the eAst side ot the parvıs.“ At the tıme of Doubdan’s visıt, the Armenıans
had taken OVeLr the Ethiopıan s1tes. Thıs tact also AgreCSs wiıth the testımonYy
ot the proces verbal of 1655 hıch lısts the Ethiopıian s1tes hıch had been
turned OVCI the Greeks by the Armeninans. In thıs document, the Daır A4S5-

Sultan 15 called the Monastery ot the Ethiopıians hıch ONeEe reaches from the

parvıs of the Church of the Resurrection.°
There 15 little doubt, that, durıng the SO&ond half ot the 17th CENTIFUY, the

Ethiopians WEeIC greatly impoverished. Thıs 15 also substantiated by title-
deed of August D 1688,; in hıch 1t 15 stated that certaın repalırs the
Daır as-Sultan WeIiICc catrrıed Out by the admınıstrator ot the Coptic waafs

6 Whereas MOS of the Orthodox communıtıes suffered severely1n Jerusalem.
trom pOVverTtY, much that they veln had abandon theır ancıent sıtes
iın the Church of the Resurrection, the Greeks nNOT only retained theır hold-
ings, but V yained certaın privileges, it 15 stated in the Fırman of Musta-
ta L1 (1695—1703) of 1697 Thıs document CXPicitly StTates that the Greeks
have priority in all ceremonı1es in the holy places and that they ATIC the

legal Patrons NOLT only OVeCeLr the Ethiopians and the Georgıians, but also Over

the Syrıans, the OPptS and the Serbians.‘
Durıng the tırst LW ecades of the 18cth CeNTLUrY, Ethiopıan monks still

andresided in Jerusalem, tor thıs 15 the testiımony of Morison 1704)°
Charles de St. Maure 17210 Charles Thompson(and Elzearıo Horn

he Ethiopıians in theır lısts of the(17 5 the other hand, Oomıt
Christian communıitıes 1in Jerusalem. Apparently, the Ethiopians had temDO-
rarıly deserted the mONnNaAaSsterYy, tor Horn sStates that theır cıte had passed into
the hands of the Greeks.!* IThompson ven ment10ns, that, whereas previously
there Wer«ec Man y natıons represented in the Church ot the Resurrection, AT

the tiıme of hıs pilgriımage only three communıitıes remained, namely, the

Golubowvich, G.;, “Crroni  e OVverOo Annalı di Terra Santa”; 1in Biblioteca Bı0-
Bıbliografica della Terra Santa.

1666 iA Doubdan, F Le Voyage de la Terre Saıinte. Parıs,
Cerallı, E’ Etiop1 1n Palestin Rome, 1947 I 124
Timoteos, Translatıon and Documents earıng the Rights of the Copts Ver

the Sultan’s Monastery. Ca1ro, Il.

Ceraullı, Citi, IL, 176—-185
Morison, A. (1704) ın Themelis, Les Grecs AaU X Lieux Saints. Jerusalem, 1921

9  Q St Manyure, Charles de, Journey through Greece, Aegypt, Palestine, eiCc Lon-
don, BTA 109

The Travels. Readıing, 1744 IIL, 128Thompson,
mMONUMENT!  um vetiterum Terrae11 Golubowvich, G.;, Ichonographıa OCcCorum

Santae. Rome, 1902 41
Ibid
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Latıns, Greeks 2N! Armenıinans, “al the est havıng forsaken their EU-
n  9 NOT being able bear the eXCcessive 2AN! extortions imposed
upOon them by their landlords“.1

By 1760, SOINEC Ethiopians had returned the Holy Cıty, for Johann
Marıtiı refers their existence,!*and 1n FreDOL by the Custody of the Holy
Land the Sacred Congregatıion of the Propagatıon of the Faıith 1t 15 stated
that Ethiopian pilgrims occasıonally Dray AL the altars of the Armenıans
and the Copts, Ssince they have priest 1n Jerusalem.*®

The 19th CENLUrYy Sa the retiurn of the Ethiopians the roof of the
Chapel of St Helena. Francois-Rene de Chateaubriand (1806) erroneously
speaks of Coptic monk aAM Ethiopian biıshop !® hıch he bel1ieved
have sSCECN. Doubtless, thıs MUST have been mistake, tor the Ethiopians did
nNOtTt have bishop in Jerusalem 1n the 19th CENLUTY. INnOTE comprehensive
pıcture of the Ethiopians in Jerusalem 15 presented by Ulrich Seetzen (1806),
who speaks of the Daır as-Sultan inhabited by ten Ethiopian monks and
three NUNS, ell by several Coptic marrıed priests.!” This reDOrT 15 1mM-
POrtant 1n tar It clearly StTates that by the beginning of the 19th CENTLUFY,
monks ot both “natıons“ iınhabited the Dair as-Sultan. Augustin Scholz
also observed the Ethiopians 1n the MONASTEFYy “behind the Church of the
Resurrection.“ In addıtion, Scholz testified that the Ethiopians possessed
considerable collection of Ethiopian MSS Some of these MSS WEIC of
historical nature, the maJorıty, however, Wer«e translations of the oly
Scriptures an Patrıistics.!®

Until 1520, the Ethiopians were in charge of the keys the Daır as-Sul-
Lan. In October of that YCAarL, however, the Ethiopians WEeEeTC expelled from the
MONASTEFY, and, although theıir funiture W as handed OVer them, the key

the W a4s gıven certaın Mu’allım Habıb, who W as GCopt:”
Shortly afterwards, the Ethiopians MUST have returned the Daır as-Sultan.
By 1822; the Ethiopians ATeE reported to have shared the Monastery of the
Copts, and sayıng theıir Mass in the churches of the Opts an Armenians, by
whom they werIe for the MOST part supported.“ fter this tempOrary with-
drawal of the Ethiopians, they returned 1in greater numbers than before.
Wılliam Jowett (1823—1824) relates that during his visıt, about tWwEenNTLY
Ethiopians lived 1n the Daır as-Sultan, who WEIC daily ted by the Armenıuans
who SAaVC them their tood charıty. 'The Ethiopian communıty included

13 Thompson, loc CIt.
14 Marıtı, E Reısen durch die Insel Cypern, durch Syrıen un durch Palästina.

Altenburg, VLE 3/8
15 Golubowvich, G.;, Biblioteca Bio-Bibliografica Terra Santa. H 1785

Chateaubriand, de, Itineraire de Parıs Jerusalem. Tours, 1891 251
Seetzen, U: Reıisen durch Syrıen, Palästina, Phönizien, BIC: Berlin, 1854 IL
Scholz, A’ Reise in die Gegend zwiıischen Alexandrien un! Parätonıum, die

Libysche VWüste, S1iwa, Egypten, Palästina und Syrıen 1n den Jahren 1820 un 1821
Leipzıg. 18ZZs 275

Timoteos, COIt:,
“Chhristian Researches 1n the Mediterranean 1822 1n Goodrich-Freer, Inner

Jerusalem. London, 1904 122
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both monks and NUnNs.  1 Jowett also mentıons the liıbrary of the Ethiopıians
which he examıned, an from hıch he purchased “rhe whole of the Ethiopic
New Testament 1n LW manuscripted volumes“.??® Though the number of the
Ethioplans had increased, theır ecOoNOMmMI1C STATLUsSs stil] remaıined pitiful. Thıs 15
evident ftrom everal “conversions“ of Ethiopian monks the Greeks and
the Armenıinans. These “conversions“ had arısen £rom the hope ot improvıng
theır ecCconOmı1C condition lıttle.* Ernst Döbel (1834) observed that the
Ethiopians 1ın unıon wiıth the Opts possessed small chapel the estern

side of the Holy Sepulchre.“* It 15 MOTIC, likely, however, that the Ethiopıians
attended the celebrations of the Divıne Lıturgy of the Opts 1n the Chapel of
the Blessed Vırgin Mary behind the Holy Sepulchre.

In 185/7, the Ethiopians 1n Jerusalem fell victıms the plague an ll
perished. Thereupon, AL the instigatıon of the Coptic Patriarch ın Ca1ro an
ot the Armenıuans in Jerusalem, the Turks burnt all the Ethiopıian books and
documents. It 15 interesting nNOTte, that the Opts deny that such documents
OT: existed, the grounds that neither the authorities 1n Jerusalem 13(0)8 in
Constantinople had anı y knowledge of such documents. Consul ınn repOrts,
YTCOVECTLI, that the Copts took the keys of the LW churches an of the Ethio-
pıan CONVENT, AaN! though they permitted the Ethiopians reside 1n the
dilapidated Fu1n of theır ancıent CONVENT, they locked them V  V nıght.“
Iwo a later, Dr. Tattam (41839) noticed 0)81> Ethiopıian priest who lıved
wıth the GCOPtS an by 1842, the Opts an the Ethiopians joined in the
Ceremony of the oly Fıre,  27 though the Ethiopıians participated 1n this
Ceremony probably informally. That the Ethioplans had definitely returned

the Daır as-Sultan 15 also stated by George Williams (1842), who noticed
that “<he Monastery ot the Sultan W as presided OVer by married priest

siıngular anomaly an it 15 inhabited by few Copts an few Abyssı-
CC 2}nıans

By the middle ot the 19th CENLUFY, the Ethiopians WeIc subjected ser10us
from the Muslims, the Armenians, and the Opts At thıs tiıme, the

British Consul 1n Jerusalem W 4s James ınn, who 15 described EXtIremMme-

1y honourable Man, who had made It hıs labour of love endeavour
DrOoteCt the Ethiopian communıty 1n Jerusalem and tho establish Justice iın the
Holy Places.“*? In letter Vıscount Palmerston (November 30,
Consul Fınn stTates that the Ethiopıan priests appealed hım “for protection
trom the insults ot the Mahometans, who annoyed them tor wearıng whiıte

21 Jowett, W., Christian Researches 1n Syrıa an the Holy Land 1n 1823 and
1824 in turtherance ot the objects ot the Church Missıionary Socıety. London, 1826
8 DE

29 Jowett, f HL, 217
24 Döbel, I Wanderungen 1mM Morgenlande. Berterode, 1863 266
25 Consul Fınn Vıiscount Palmerston, Dec 9 1850

Platt, ournal of TLour hrough Egypt, the Peninsula of Sınal, and the Holy
Land 1838, 1839 London, 1841, 11 331

27 Bartlett, Walks about the Cıity and Envırons of Jerusalem. London, 18542 182
Wılliams, G.;, The Holy City London, 1549 1L, 567.

29 Pankhurst, Sylvia, Ethiopia. Cultural Hıstory. Woodtord Green, 1955 490
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turbans“. fter SOM tıme, however, they adopted the dark coloured turbans
hich WeTC WOTrN generally 1n Jerusalem. Moreover, SINCEe 1848, the Ethio-
pıans had been treated by the Armenıuans ıke slaves, rather iıke beasts.
Bıshop Gobat declared that 1T W as the practice of the Armenıuans beat the
Ethiopians, chaın 1Fron collar round theır necks wıth tighten
the collar.3

In October 1850, the Armenıuans endeavoured take trom the Ethiopians
theıir urch and their MONAaSTErYy. Bor SOMIMNE 9 the Armenıuans had the
possess10n ot the key the little urch 31 hich 15 attached the Ethiopian
MONAaSTErY, and only occasıonally had they admitted the Ethiopians for the
celebration of the Dıvıne Liturgy.“ On October I: 1850, the Ethiopians
recovered the key from the Armeniıans. Apparently, Samuel Gobat, the
Angliıcan Bishop AT Jerusalem, had advised them seize the key by StEra-

m from the Armeninans. It 15 NOT Cas y CT these EVENTS hıch
WEeIC have such far-reaching CONSCQUCNCES, Whereas Fınn records that the
Ethioplians recovered the key of the urch immediately after the celebration
ot the Dıvıne Lıiturgy, whıiıle the Coptic deacon W as lookıng 1n another
direction, title deed otf 1850 explicitly STALTES, that the key hıch had been
in the possessi1on of the Copts;, W as forcibly taken trom theır hands.® A
an y rate, the object aımed AF wiıth the se1zure of the key W as NOT only the

otf the key itself, but also throw upOon the Opts and the Arme-
n1ıans the task of provıng their right regaın It. On the arrıyval of the LLCW
Armenıuan Patrıarch in Jerusalem (November It W as agreed that the
urch W as be kept tor both the Opts Aan! the Ethiopians, though the
Copts WEeEeIC have possession of the key The practice of locking the
Ethiopians W as abolished. Moreover, the AÄArmenıuans continued the daily
feeding of certaın number of Ethiopians.

Throughout these turbulent days, the Ethiopians continued reside
the root ot the Chapel of St Helena,* being assısted by Bıshop Gobat and
Consul Fınn,; who proviıded legal counsel 1n theır struggle agaınst the Arme-
nıans aın the Copts. In 1850, Bıshop Gobat received etters from Ras Alı,
the Minıister of the Ethiopian Emperor, and Dejajmatch Oobey, an several
influential priests, askıng him take their MONAStEry 1n Jerusalem and the
pilgrims under hıs protection and jurisdiction, an select ONEC otf the
pilgrims, whom he consıdered MOS suıtable tor ıt, appoınt hiım head of
the mMONAaStTErYy an be responsible hım alone.

everal suggest10ns were made solve the problem of the key At one

tıme, the Armenıjans had suggested Bishop Gobat, that the key should, for
the time being, be deposited CVCEIY nıght wıth sSsOoOme NOLT concerned 1in

Consul Fınn Vıscount Palmerston, December 9 1850
31 This 15 the Church of the Four Bodiless Livıng Creatures.

The details ot these ecclesiastical intrıgues ATe be OUnN: 1N the Correspon-
dence respecting Abyssinians 1n Jerusalem (1850—-1867) presented the House
Lords by the Command of Her Mayjesty. London, 1868

Timoteos, Cit.,
3 Schulz, W.; Reıise 1n das elobte Land 1im Jahre 1851 Mühlheim, 1853 222
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the dispute, such the Pasha the Prussıan Consul Bishop Gobat proposed
the Pasha, that the Ethiopians c<hould keep the key of the church door,

leadıng trom the Daır as-Sultan: while the Armeni1ans were keep the key
of the other door, by hıch the passagc W ds entered trom the Church of the
Resurrection.

On June 29 1852, Bishop Gobat appealed the FEarl of Malmesbury
requesting hım authorize hım “superintend an protect“” the Ethiopıians
iın Jerusalem, whether pilgrims resident monks. It 15 interesting NOTE,
that Chevalier Bunsen of the Royal Prussıan Legatıon in London, who for-
warded the letter, telt that the Ethiopian claıms seemed Just and would
contribute essentially in promoting the authority of the bishopric of Jeru-
salem 1in hich both russ1a An England took equally interest35

That Consul Fınn W 4as particularly interested aın ANX10US uUuse hıs gzo0od
offices in favour of the Ethiopians 15 also evident trom letter hıch he
dispatched the FEarl of Malmesbury August Er 1852 (:I <hall VE
willingly attend those instructions 1n favour ot the DOOI and oppressed
people, but tear 1t 11l often requıre delicate managemen in usıng those
friendly offices; since they have powerful enem1es in the rich Armenıu1an
communıity and the vindicatıve Copts, Aan! ATre themselves of VCI'}’ hot tem-

Nt.
Copts and Ethiopians, however, continued lıve together the rootf of

the Chapel of St Helena. Lou1i1s Enault (1853) speaks of LWENTY Ethiopians
who lived 1in the Samle monastery the Copts;”® and Edward Robinson
(1852) reters the Coptic and Ethiopian Monastery Daır as-Sultan, hıch 15
1OW partıal ruln, ItSs arches AT round without distinctive features.*
Lorenzen (1858) clearly stated that the MONASTETY behind the Church of the
Resurrection W as used by the Ethiopians, where they ofter hospitality
their compatrıiots.“®

In June 1858, of distinguished Ethiopian VIiS1tOrs headed by
Ethiopian Councillor of State, named Michael (or Gabre Y esus), bal
milıtary commander, paid vVIS1t the Holy Places. In letter the FEarl
of Malmesbury of June 21; 1858, Consul ınn STAaiLES that the distinguished

resided 1n the Coptic Monastery Since the adjoıinıng Ethiopıan Mona-
Ster y W as 1n LOO ruined condition for theıir reception. Consul Fınn impress-
ed the Ethiopian dignitarıes wiıth hıs effic1enCcy and CONCETN ftor the Ethio-
pıans 1n Jerusalem. The British Consul had established OoOnNe of the Ethiopians
as President OVCLI the other monks, an W as 110 waltıng have thıs
“appoıintment“ confirmed.??

35 Chevalijer Bunsen the arl ot Malmesbury, July 55 1852
Enansult, E, La Terre Saınte: Voyage des Quarantes Pelerins de 1853 Parıs,

1854 150, DE 166
37 Robinson, BA Biblical Kesearches 1in Palestine, Mount Sınal, an Arabia

Petraea. London, 1854 ILL, 198—199
Lorenzen, N) Jerusalem. Kiel, 1859 148

39 Consul Fınn the arl of Malmesbury, June 21, 1858
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In May 1859, the Ethiopians were thrown into eXtIreme terror by rCDOTT
that the Russıans seemed be interested in SOINEC of their s1tes. repOrt had
reached the Ethiopian cCommunıty in Jerusalem that the Grand uke oft
Russıa, Constantıne, W 4s about purchase the Ethiopian mMONASTErYy from
the opts an eject the iınhabitants from 1t.420 The projected purchase,
however, W as carrıed OUu  c

In spıte of mınor disagreements hıch occasıonally occurred between the
Opts an the Ethiopians, relative d prevailed tor three 9 until
arch 1862, when dispute took place Sunday mornıing during the
celebration of the Dıvıne Liturgy in the urch hıch W as used by the Ethio-
plans and the Copts alıke The dispute had begun OVver the old question of
the of the keys, hıch WeIC NO kept in duplicate, but hıch WEeTIC

being rendered useless the Ethiopians the Opts had taken oft the old
ocks an replaced them by NECEW ones.4#

On hearınz of the disturbance, the Pasha immediately repaired the
place wiıth battalion of infantry, whom he stationed AL the principal e  S,
namely, iın the OPCIL SQUATC before the Church of the Resurrection, into hıch
he had summoned the Ethiopian “president“, an he then placed guard AL
the small gate of the MONAaSTEY. The Jarge force had orders prevent
the eX1t of the Ethiopians.“ Upon the intervention of Consul Fınn, the
Ethiopıian hegoumenos W as released, an though the Pasha tried force the
Ethiopians surrender the key, they st1]] retained iIt. At thıs tıme, Consul
Fınn concluded that the tıme had OmMMe the Ethiopians document
hıch stated that they WerTr«e “foreigners of the Turkish ruleCC

It 15 informatıve read the heartbreakıng appeals of Consul Fınn the
Foreign Office of Her Mayjesty’s Government, tor 1nn W as convinced that
only resolute actıon the part of the British Government could redress
these wrongs.“ The British Government, however, temporarıly refrained
trom takıng definite dec1ısıon; ınn W as advised 2AN! authorized, in asc

of need, hıs g00d offices for the protection of anı y Ethiopians who
might chance be in Jerusalem, being members of Christian Church 1n
spirıtual communNı0oN with the established Church of England,* yet, he W ads

urged observe “caution and prudence“ 1n hıs conduct.“% The Foreign
Office continued maıintaın LNLOTEC less non-commuıttal attıtude, being
mainly concerned 1n employing the Ottoman Empiıre ulwark agaınst
Russıa.

Consul Fınn the arl ot Malmesbury, May 27 1859
41 Nolde, “Consultation concerning the Rıghts of the Abyssinıan Community in

Palestine“, Iso Consul Fınn Sır Bulwer, March I 1862
Consul Fınn Sır Bulwer, March I} 1862
It should be remenbered that the Turkish Government regarded the Ethiopıians

4as belonging their natıon. The Ethiopians, however, refused AaCCCePT Turkıis
authority the ground that they were NOT Turkish subjects, and that they wer«c
under British protection 1n Palestine.

Pankhurst, Cl 501
The arl of Malmesbury Consul Fınn, July 1: 1852
arl Russell Consul Fınn, May 29 1862
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In 1862, Consul Fınn, who had AT least ten in Jerusalem
tryıng find solution tor the Ethiopians by hıch they could maıntaın
theır sıtes, W as transferred trom the Holy Cıity the Dardanelles.*” 'Fhus;

Sylvıa Pankhurst pointedly observes, “Ethiopia’s relig10uUs communıty
in the Holy Cıity W as be sacrıfıced strengthen the British sword ot
Caesar agaınst the sar

Fınn s SUCCESSOL, Consul oel Temple Moore, W 4s MOIC careful AN! less
commuittal than hıs predecessor wıth regard hıs CONCErN tor the Ethiopıan
communıty.

On June 43, 1863, Bıshop Gobat addressed letter the Ethiopıan
Emperor Theodore in hıch he stated: “ Y.OUTr MajJesty 111 be grieved
hear otf all the on that 15 done yOour subjects, the Abyssınıan priests
and pilgrıms in Jerusalem. The Copts and the Armenıans have already taken
the Chapel belonging yOur Mayjyesty, and NO they want take the whole
cConvent by torce“.  - E In September 1863, the long standıng dispute between
the Coptic an the Ethiopıian communıty respecting the proprietorshıp ot the
mMmONASLECY broke OUuUTt afresh. Consul Moore in hıs letter Sır Bulwer 50

stated that the Daır as-Sultan had hitherto been 1in the possess1on of the
Ethioplians, whilst the chapel 51 W as COomMMOIL both partıes. And whiıle the
Oopts a1ıd theır asc betore the Turkish authoritıies, the Ethiopians addressed
themselves Consul Moore. Moore’s eftorts use hıs z00d offices in favour
of the Ethiopians WEeIC met, however, by the Turkish (3overnor of Jerusalem
ıth the INquıry whether there existed in the Consulate anı y firman
vizırıal letter instructing the Governor of Jerusalem recognıze the British
protection ot the Ethiopians. Moore had reply 1n the negatıve, whereupon
the (Sovernor pointed OuUt that 1n hıs OW. general instruct10ns the Ethiopians
WeTeEe designated Turkish subjects. Moore, recently appointed an PUr-
posely keeping aloof, felt imself unable “  tO form opınıon the Justice
of the verdict by the (sovernor of Jerusalem.“

At the SaInıc tıme, number ot Ethiopians had left the Holy City tor
Ethiopia where, subsequently, they reported and complained of the injustice

of the Scottish Missıon, relateswhich they had experienced. “Mr. Steiger,
he told thethat when the head of the missıonN Jerusalem reached home,

Kıng all that had happened 1n Jerusalem in connection wiıth the expulsion of
the Ethiopians ftrom theır CONVENT. He reported that the Coptic prıests had
endeavoured, wiıth the aid otf the Turkish Government, appropriate the
Ethiopian Convent themselves; that the Ethiopian monks, of COUFSC,

opposed thıs deed of on  9 uDON hıch SCECENCS otf violence ensued, and
bloodshed W as only prevented by the interference of the English Bishop. The
Bishop himself the Kıng, informıng hım that he had repeatedly

Pankhurst; Q Eritrea the Eve Lalibela House. CD
48 Pankhurst, S Ethiopia: Cultural Hıstory. 501

L, 1884 443 Iso Goodrich-Gobat, V Evangelischer Bischof 1n Jerusalem. Base
Freer, A., Inner Jerusalem. London, 1904 LA

Consul Moore Sır Bulwer, September 28, 1863
al Thıis chapel 15 the Chapel of the Four Bodıiless Livıng Creatures.
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begged the assıstance of the Englısh Consul 1n tryıng SECUTE the rights of
the Ethiopians, but that the Consul had declared such CAasure ımpossıble,

he had NOT received an y instruct10ns from hıs Government pProtect the
Ethiopians. Thıs surprised and irriıtated the Kıng the MOTTC, Mr. Fınn, the
former Englısh Consul, had previously assured hım that he W a4s COMM1S-
sioned by hıs Government PFrOtECL the Ethiopians“.

Reaction the non-commuiıttal attıtude of Consul Moore the Ethiopians
1n Jerusalem W a4s SOOINL have Ser10us CONSCQUECNCECS. In letter ot FEarl
Russell Consul Moore read of the first ACTS of retaliation 1n Ethiopıia.
“The attention of (sovernment has been drawn STatement that
ONeE otf the Causes ot the ıll-treatment of British subjects has arısen OuUL of
yOUur Moore) NOLT havıng aftorded Abyssınıans in Jerusalem that PrOoteCL-
10N hıch W as gz1ven them by yOur predecessor“.* The Emperor Theodore of
Ethiopia had retaliated by SE1IZINS and ıimprisonıng Captaın Cameron, the
British Consul AT Gondar.

Consul Moore’s attıtude towards the Ethiopians 1n Jerusalem caused Oll-

siderable teelıng of uneasıness on British dıplomats. In letter Consul
General Eldridge of Beırut, Earl Rusell confides that Consul Moore had
ftaijled aftord the Ethiopıians in the Holy City the g00d offices ordered
by Government be gıven them. In realıty, however, the orders of
the British Government were ambiguous, that neither Consul Fınn NOr

Consul Moore pleased the Foreign Office
Consul ınn W as accused otf havıng expressed LOO much CONCErTN for the

Ethiopians, and thus he W as instructed usSe “cautıon an prudence“. COn
sul Moore, the other hand, W as accused of NOT havıng carried OUT the
instructi1ons ot Government“ he oftered remOOonsTIrance object-
101NS raised by the Turkish Governor this interference, NOT the Aasserti1on
of the Pasha that the Ethiopians WeIcC Turkish subjects“. FEarl Russell CON-

t1iNues hıs description ot the A4se Eldridge by Sayıng, “chat Mr. Moore’s
predecessor had rendered good offices the Ethiopians, members of
Christian Church 1n spirıtual communıon wiıth the Church otf England, and
Mr Moore should equally have remonstrated agaınst the language of the
Pasha an the CIS of the Turkish authorities, but ıf British submıt,
without PrOtest A the right tıme, whatever mMay be sa1d hım by
foreign authorıity, aın thus leave the instruct10ns of his Government be
dealt wıth 1n difterent spirıt that in hıch they were {ramed, such

« 5becomes practically of lıttle use

Consul Eldridge investigated wıth much diligence the whole problem and
reported the FEarl of Clarendon that Consul Fınn “had repeatedly rePrE-
sented, both the Foreign Office and Embassy, that, in order
aftord the Abyssıinıans an efficıent protection agalınst theır powerful eNCc-

mi1es and OPPTESSOTIS, It would be NECECSSaAaLY PTFOÖOCUIC their recognıtion by

arl Russell Consul Moore, September Z 1865
Pankhurst, Cits; 503
arl Russell Consul General Eldridge, September D 1865
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the Porte foreigners, and under British protection: foretelling, what has
since occurred, that, unless thıs could be done, they would be deprived ot

wiıth whom the Turkishtheır in Jerusale 1n favour of the Copts,
authoritıies persisted 1n treatıng th 45 identical,; and obstinately denyıng

intervene 1in theır aftaırs When in
the right of the Englısh Consu
1863 Mr Moore succeeded Mr FınN, the quarrel between the riıval se.

Ethiopıan Monastery seemed aveconcernıng the ownership of the
reached ItSs culminatıng point. Mr Moore attempted use hıs gzo0od offices

behaltf of the Ethiopians WIıt V1eW of protecting them £ro spoliatıon
able adjustment of the dıspute, but,and assıstıng 1n bringing about MmM1C

being met wiıth the ol objection that the Eth10p1ans ATrCc Rayahs, and that
he did NOL consider himselt justified in riskınghe had right interfere,

compromi1se of hıs posıtion by yıng sustaın by official correspondence
In regard the alleged influenceright hich he could NO substantıate

he Lrea of British subjects in Abyssınıa,of Mr. Moore’s conduct upon
IMOIC inclined attrıbute blame there mMay be the iNJudicı0Us

hıs dispatch of the DAst ot June 1858zeal of his predecessor, who trom
appcCars have informed som«C Ethioplans of distinction who visited Jeru-
salem that theır fellow-COUNIryMEN WEeIC 1n thıs COUNLFY, under HerMayjesty’'s

ddressed letter the Kıng of EthiopıaSrACLIOUS protection, and have
the same eftect
Practically speakıng, Eldridge’s repOrt led the British abandon theır

CONCErTN tor the Ethioplans in Jerusale The British paid heavıly tor theır
conduct 1n the oly Cıity, an It 15 interesting nOote he VAarıo0us ecclesiastı-

ed OUuUtTt obtaın the release of thecal suggested AanN! actually
British prisoners from Theodore, the Kıng of Ethiopıia

Ahr made by the Armenıuan PatriarchThe MOST noteworthy attempt w as th
of Constantinople and the Armenıuan Patrıar of Jerusalem. The etters of
the Armenıuan Patriarchs requesting he release otf the British captıves 1n

Ethiopia WEeIC transmitted th Ethiopıan Kıng by Sehak, the Armenıuan
archbishop In hıs letter the Kıng, the rmenı1an Patriarch of Jerusalem

the Ethiopıan residents anoftered ASSUFrances of protection and assıstance
pilgrims visıtıng Jerusalem. earned Greek Protfessor at the Greek Mona-Another plan, suggested

and College of the oly Cross, W as geLt in touch with the Coptic
Patriarch Ca1ro and the Greek Patrıar AL Alexandrıa requesting them

have the British Govern-intercede wiıth Theodore, and, AT the Same tıme,
ment wıth the Kıng ofter, by WaYy ot ransomM), supplyProtessor Benjamın’s suggesti1on W as

the Ethiopians in theır moOonastery WIt food the same AaAMOUNT the
Armenıuans do, who, being relieved of thıs obligatıon, might be induced

of Clarendon, January 20, 186655 Consul General Eldridge the arl
56 C Boghos, Patriarch of Armen1ans heo OTIC, Kıng ot Abyssinıa,

Februa 13, 1867 Consul Moore ord Stanley, April < 186/7, and Aprıl 13,
1867 Armenıian Patriarch of Jerusale Kıng Theodore, March 30, 867

57 It 15 ımportant tor ote the ZeaA of the Armenıans in thıs aftaır.

an ara e D nn
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71ve Dart of the D they have 1n the Church of the Resurrection for
chapel of the Ethiopians. The Armenıuans supplied the Ethiopians daily wiıth
EW large casseroles (tureen) of SOUp and seventy-five small loaves of bread
AL the OST of about FEr pCI diem, CUSTOM, hıch had begun
160 AQO, when the Ethiopıjans wWwere starvıng, and when, obtaın the
allowance of tood, they had g1ven the Armenıuans all that D 1n the
Church of the Resurrection, hıch 15 110 occupied by their monastery.”

The Reverend Wııilliam Mallet’s FeDOFT about the Ethiopians iın Jerusa-
lem 15 most ınstructive. In memorandum of July AD 1867, Mallet describes
the miısery of the Ethiopians. At that tıme, Fr Salıb W as the Ethiopian
hegoumenOos, and the MONASLECY consisted only of miserable huts AN aV

adjoinıng the rulns of the hospice of the Knights of the Order of St John
of Malta. The Ethiopian communıty had cshrunk SEVENTLY-ONE members,
of whom only four WEeTEe priests. For the Past tour they had NOLT been
able celebrate the Dıvıne Liıturgy, havıng been deprived of theır place of
worship. Mallet observed the POOTIF Ethiopians wandering about the VAasi
COUTFTS and of the church, ıf broken-hearted, recıting theır prayers
and readiıng theır Bibles agalnst the stone-walls.®

In 1868, the British Government published “White aper  < the “(CSOr=
respondence respecting the Abyssinıans 1n Jerusalem“, in hich the Daır
as-Sultan an the Chapel of the Four Bodiless Living Creatures Aare assıgned

the Ethiopians, Aan! the Chapel of the Angel the Copts.®
Apparently, the Ethiopians continued use the Chapel of the Our

Bodiless Living Creatures. Burton @871 STAaies that the other side of the
enclosure of the Great Court of the Church of the Resurrection there 15
OIlC chapel) for the Armenıuans and the Ethiopians, dedicated St John.“
'Ihe attachment of the of St John thıs chapel W as probably Su$s-
gested by the ACCOUNT of the our Bodiless Living Creatures 1n the Apo-
calypse

In 18/9, the frictions between the Opts and the Ethiopians broke Out
AaNCW , and the Copts accused the Ethiopians of cCausıng scandals the Pre-
m1ses otf the Daır as-Sultan.® In 1890, the Opts attempted demolish the
north all of the Daır as-Sultan, OPCH direct the neigh-
bouring Daır Mar Antunıiıus. The YSt attempt did NOLT succeed ACCOUNT of
the Greek Patriarch 1n Jerusalem.® Then, 1in 1891, wiıth the perm1ssıon otf the
Government, the Copts enlarged the gyate the Daır as-Sultan.

8 Memorandum respecting the Abyssıinians Jerusalem, by the Rev Willam
Mallet. July Z 1867
bıid.
Devine, A., Abyssinıa, Her History an: Claims the Holy Places ot Jerusalem.

London. 1926, PE
61 Burton, T The Inner ıfe of Syrıa, Palestine, and the Holy Land London,

1876 LE
Timoteos, Qit.; Zl D3
0  €e; “Consultation concernıing the Rights of the Abyssinıan Community in

Palestine“,
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On November Zl 1891, repOrt sent by the Fxecutıve Councıil ot
Religion AT Constantinople, statıng,Jerusalem the Minıstry of Justice an!

that the Opts requested the expulsıon the Ethiopians trom the Daır A45-

ultan, Ssince they had committed NEW SCAamnldals 1n the monastery.““ The Ethio-
tor letter by nba Basıilius H.plans, however, did NOLT obey the requesT,

lus V, Patriarch of Alexandrıa,Coptic Archbishop of Jerusalem, nba Kırı
in 1895, tates, that the Ethiopıians in Jerusalem ha complained the

), because they had been evicted trom the Daır
Emperor Menelik (1889—-19153 inued OCCUDY theas-Sultan. The letter STAates, hat the Ethioplians CONT

mONaAaSterY, an that they rebelled 2AN! used Cr Y available them
them very nıcely by Z1VINg

annO Y the Copts, vVen though the Opts treate
ONCY When the OptsSthem food, drink and clothing ell pocket- and opposedrepaired SOM of the old buildings, the Ethioplans intervene

thıs, and when the Copts enlarged the doors, the workers wWeTIC hıt by SsStonNnNeS

thrown by the Ethiopıians.
In 1896, H. E. Lioneft, th ussı1an Ambassador AL Constantinople, OL

panied by Ethiopian delegate and the Grand Vizıer, requested NECW

hich AT that tıme wer«c
iNnquıry iınto the atter of the possess10N of the keys,;
1n the hands of the Copts;”?

In 1908 Verdy du ernO1s ublished in Berlin scientific mOonNnNO-

oly ACES. In thıs study read that <che
graph The Question 0} +he

above the Chapel of St Helena, standıngAbyssınıan Convent 15 situate
OUuUt the FEastern side of Mount Calvary They (the Ethiopians) ave

special chapel, from hıch ONC ZELTS into the oly Sepulchre through pas-
The Chapel ot St. Helena belonged them,

SAgC 1n tront of the Church
but they DBaVC en the Armenıuans ong tiıme ag0.“

On May IS 1902 nba Mattaus, the Abuna of Ethiopia, nba Yuannıs,
the Archbishop of Bahairah-Minufiyah, 2AN! nba Murgus, the Archbishop
ot sna an Luxor.; submuitte repOrt nba Kirillus Y Patriarch of

Alexandrıa, wiıth regard the propeITYy question ot the Daır as-Sultan.
The three Archbishops had LIFravelled Jerusalem in endeavour arrangc

eNSUrec the brotherly relatıons between thethe aftaır 1ın WaYy which woul
the Italian Consul in

Coptic and the Ethiopıa Churches.® Mr Carlett1,
Jerusalem, presented leEFLG from the Emperor of Ethiopıa the Arch-

thAL the keys be gıven the Ethiopians.”“bishops wiıth the request
In 1904, however, th Emperor Menelik broke oft relatıons wiıth the

Coptic Patriarch, claimıng the Daır as-Sultan the ground that it W 45

given the Ethiopians by St Helena. At that tiıme, the Tarks promised
hould be yıven the Ethiopians, and the Russıans

SsCcCCc that the mMmONASTErY
WeTC also favourable, but the quo W as supported by the British, and,
1n the end, Turkey w as compelled do nothing in this matter.®

Timoteos, CIt., 74—26
65 Timoteos; Ölts
66 Ibıd

Ibid
King, A.;, The Rıtes of Eastern Christendom. Rome, 1947, E 557



140 Untersuchungen

Durıng these turbulent 9 nba Timuthaus, the GOBPtic Archbishop of
Jerusalem, resided for INOST of hıs tiıme 1n Jaffa Goodrich-Freer, wriıting
in 1904, mentıioned, that the Coptic bishop lived 1n Jafka; possibly, because
the Copts possessed but SCAaNTYy a1ccommodation iın Jerusalem.

In 1905, the Ethiopıan Menelik Commıissıon Jerusalem approached the
VAarıous heads otf the Christian communıtıes 1n Jerusalem wıth rFeEqUESLT

their jJudgement the ownersh1p of the Daır as-Sultan. The follo-
wıng STatements ATC ot the testımon1es hıch WEIC received by the
Imperial Commıiss10n.

Yoachim Toymayan, Patriıarchal Vıcar of the rtmenıan Catholics,
stated that the Daır as-Sultan belonged the Ethiopians August 2
«I have also seen that the Abyssınıans always celebrate their religi0us oftices
1n their LW chapels, ONEC of St Michael, an the other of the Orty Martyrs;®
hıch Adaiec situated 1in the Passage by hıch ONC descends ftrom the Monastery
of the Sultan the atrıum of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.“ “ Mgr.

al-Mu’allam, Chorepiscopus of Jerusalem and Patrıarchal Vıcar of the
Maronıite Church stated categorically, that the Monastery of the Sultan 15
the of the Ethiopians August 25 1905):" Damıanos, Greek
Orthodox Patrıarch of Jerusalem, stated that the Ethiopians had dwelt in
the Monastery of the Sultan from tiıme iımmemorı1al, an that the MONASTLErY
15 known the Greeks be the of the Ethiopians. Moreover, the
Greek Patriarch mentioned, that Coptic priest lived ON the Ethiopians,
and that the religious servıces in the ä chapels have been interrupted
(September fs 1905): Elias, Syrıan Archbishop of Jerusalem,
that the Ethiopians had dwelt 1n thıs Ss1ince remMoOote t1mes (Sep-
tember 14, 1905 ): Artıan, the Armenıian Patriarch of Jerusalem, test1-
fıed, that the Ethiopians had dwelt trom time immemori;a]l 1n the Monastery
called Daır as-Sultan, although the key of thiıs MONASTEFYy W as 1n the hands
of the Opts for the last forty d  . The Capıtulary Vıcar and Administra-
tor of the Latın Patrıarchate of Jerusalem, Aloisius Pıiccardo, stated, that,

the evidence of the elders of the Latın communıty, the Monastery of the
Ethiopians has been ab antıquo Aat the dısposal of, and, 1n CONSCQUECNCE, in
the possession otf the Ethiopians.”*

On petition submitted by the Ethiopian Delegation AL Constantıinople,
Imperial Decree W as issued reconsıder the question of the Monastery

of the Sultan, 1in order WI1nN the good 11l of the Ethiopians owards the
Ottoman Government. On December 273 1907; the Hıgh Councıl 1n Jeru
salem, 1n reply memorandum by the Grand Vızıer, stated ONg other
things: “Although the Abyssinians took SOINEC OCCAas10ns the key ot the
Sultan’s Monastery, yer, result of the of the Opts, searchıng

This Can be only the Church of the Four Bodiless Living Creatures.
Nolde, Cit.

71 Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,
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inquıry into the Arier W as started by the Government in 12418 Fl hich
proved that the Opts WEeIC the rightful ‚WnNeIS ot the sa1d monastery.“
The dispute W as consequently settled thıs basıs, an the key of the NECEW

lock W as delivered the Copts an! 15 stil] 1n theıir hands everal AQO,
the Copts wanted repaır the an widen the gate, but the

Abyssinıans meanwhiıle treated the Coptic Archbishop disrespectfully
wiıth the result,; that the Opts have since prevented the Abyssinıans from
sayıng theır praycrs in the upper-chapel in the Sultan’s MonasterYy, and,
tor the last seventieen a  9 the Abyssınıans have been allowed

the chapel The High Councıl went SaYy that the firmans reterr-
ed 1n the petition of the Ethiopıian Delegatıon stated only that the
Abyssinıans, the Georglans, and the Serbians ATC under the jurisdiction ot
the Greek Patriarch, that 1n the ırmans in connection wiıth the SEALus qQUO,
however, allusion 15 made the Abyssınıans, and that the StaAati4s qu O
of the sa1d mMONASLECY 15 based t1ırman issued in thıs respecCt an has
been carrıed Out MOlr S1nCe, 15 confirmed Dy official documents.” On

Murgqus Hanna Bey and Sidarus BisharahAprıil 6, 1908, Elias wad Bey,
Bey submitted the report theı findings hıch W 4ds5 based invest1-

confirmedgatıon undertaken 1n Jerusalem. Thıs repDOTT, ON other things,
that the Sublime orte recognized the Coptic ownersh1p of the Daır A4as5-

Sultan, and that the thioplans had attacked the Copts IMOTre than OoOne

OCCAas1ı0N, and that, thereupon, the Opts had discontinued celebrate the
apel ot the Angel The repOort also included theDıvıne Lıiturgy 1n the Ch

demand of the Ethiopians, that the keys be delivered the Greek Patrıar-
chate. Thıs, however, W as considered be merely trick obtaın the POS-
Sess1ON of the Same. According thıs repOTT, the Opts had agreed ofter

the Ethiopians 2740 SQUAIC metres in order build church, aın accord
them the righ celebrate 1n the Church of th Our Bodiless Livıng

Creatures, but the Ethioplans had refused AaCCEDT thıs ofter.’®
In 1924, Ras Tatarı attempted obtaın the possess1on of the Sultan’s

Monastery, but fajled.? On May 4, 1924, the Maglıis al-Millı, hıch 15 the
L, an Ras Tatarı met 1n conference in Ca1ro,Coptic Communıiıty Councı

and Murgus imaika Pasha iımpress upon those present the views that the
Daır as-Sultan belonged the Copts, and that the C0DtS were in possess1on
of legal documents substantıate theır claım, an furthermore, that the
Courts AT Constantinople had rFrOVCNM the Coptic ownership otf the Daır A45S5-

Sultan. In June 1924, the Maglıs al-Millı asked for meeting of the General
Assembly of the Copts, AL hich the Copts reaffirmed theır decıisıon NOT

AalY rights the Ethioplans with regard the property-question of
the Monastery of the Sultan.

On arch 20, 1925, Baron Nolde, formerly Protessor of Jurisprudence
ber of the Permanent Court of

Aat the Universıity ot Petrograd an late Mem

Tıimoteos, Gits 31
Ibid

u Kıng, Cits I 53/
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Arbitration C The Hague, submitted hıs repOrt regardıng the question ot
the property-rights of the Daır as-Sultan. Nolde points OUT, that the decisive
AaDS WT the problem hinges the CONCEDL of the SEALMS qQu O ante. What
W as the SEAL4US au OÖ Aanıtke hıch has been often invoked 1n the disputes?
clarıfication of thıs point MUST be the basıs of the juridical discussion of such

subject. Nolde holds, that the SEALi4s GUO sanctioned by the Turkish firmans,
International treatıes, and “t1ime immemorı1al“ 15 the genuıne SLIAL4US QUO,
and NOT the surprisıng retrograde decısion of 1862 Thus Nolde quotes the
Fırman of Sultan Mahmud 11 (1808—1839) hıch aımed AT settlement of

dispute between the Greeks an the Armenians, an hiıch expressly a1id
down that iın future lıtıgation MUST ON the VAarıo0ous Christian
communıtıes, each otf hich W as keep 1ts OW: Anl pOSSsesSsS10NSs.
Moreover, the firman in question explicitly mentions the Ethiopians and
admıiıts theıir rıght ownership, AT the MOMEeNT ot promulgatıion ın the
followıng paragraph:

“There eX1StSs Church called armana ‚The Holy Sepulchre) and another called
Bethlehem. Su places remaın the of those whom they have een
allotted 1n tar back ASCS, and accordıng document dated the yCalr 15
and signed bDy the Great Umar al-Khattab, nobody CAall make Opposition the
rel1ig10us ceremonı1es, celebrated 1n their respective churches by the Varı0us COINN-

munıitıes (Georgians, Copts, Abyssinians, Syrıans, Armeninans, Jacobites, Maronıites).“
This principle, a1ıd down 1n the firman of Mahmud 11 ın 1834 W as COIMN-

firmed by that of Abdul Megıd (1839—1861) 1n 1841 The Turks, ell 4A5

the French an the Russıans accepted these ırmans the only juridical
bases hıch any legal decisıon could be founded. Nolde concludes, that
the Ethiopian ownersh1p of the Daır as-Sultan W as anterior the 1rmans
of 1834 AN 1841, and that thıs ownershıp W ads absolute, and included the
uUusSec of the chapels adjoınıng the above mentioned MONASTEFY an of COUTSC

the possess1on of the keys.”®
In 19733 Aescoly published the second inventory of Ethiopıian

manuscr1pts AT Dair as-Sultan.”? Comparıng the number of Ethiopian es1-
dents betweeen the 1900, the yCar in hıch NNO Liıttmann gathered
the materı1al for his first ınventory, and 19353 1t 15 interesting notıice the
considerable increase of monks 2AN: NUuDNs during the first Dart of the 70th
CENTUFrY. Whereas in 1900, there WFE 55 monks and priests and NUunNns 1n
the Holy City, this number increased by 1933 San monks and priests and
33 1U1085 Of the total Ethiopian congregation of monks and NUunNsS,
monks resiıded Ar the Daır as-Sultan, monks AT the Monastery ot St. Takla
Haymanot, monks AT the Monastery ot the Garden of Paradıse, monks
AL the Rıver Jordan. From the stat1ist1cs of Aescoly 1T APPCAaIs that all
1LU115 lıved 1n the Monastery of the Garden of Paradise.®

78 Devine, A, CIts 4344
The first inventory W 4s published by Enno Lıttmann, “Aus den abessinischen

Klöstern 1n Jerusalem“, Zeıitschrift tür Assyriologie. XVI (1902), 102—-124, 364—388
Aescoly, “La. Colonie Ethiopienne Jerusalem“, Aethiopica (1935) 1,

44—49, 855—95, 26226
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In Aprıil 1939 the opts wished 7 OUut certaın repaırs AL the Daır
as-Sultan, but the (GGovernment refused permi1ssıon tor thıs the

grounds that the right y OUuUtTt repaırs W ds disputed by another COMN-

munıty. However, 1in accordance with the established practice, the (3overn-
ment would undertake the NECESSAL Y maıntenance wiıthout prejudice an y
existing rights claıms hıch might be associated wıth the building. In

June 1945, the Ethiopians WEeIC warned by the Oftice of the Dıstrict Com-
missıioner 1in Jerusalem, about theır havıng carrıed Out SOINC work of rede-
coratıon in the chapel situated the estern side of the roof ot St Helena’s
chapel. (Thıs 15 the Ethiopıan chapel of the Savıour). It W as pointed OUutT,
that thıs actıon constituted contravention of the SEALUS QuUO in that neither
the ON NOT the other communıty W as allowed do anythıng hich might
prejudice theır mutual claıms an rights the mONAaSTLErY.

In 1950, the Ethiopıians removed 3 blocks of wood from ONC of the cells
1n the Daır as-Sultan, but the Department of Public Works replaced them 1n
theır original posıtion NOL violate the SEALi4uS GUO Agaın 1n 952
the Ethiopians WeIC reprimanded by the (GSovernment tor violatıng the
Stalius qK O by openıng certaın doors of the Daır as-Sultan tor theır Easter
celebrations, an for appomlntıng caretaker for the mONAaSTErY.

On February 17, 1959 nba Philippus, the Ethiopian Bishop of Jeru-
salem, requested the (sovernor ot Jerusalem TresStore them the of
property-rights hıch they had enjoyed when the SIALUS au O Imperial Decree
of 1834 W Ads published.

In February 1961, the Jordanıan Miınıiıster of the Interior ecided
that the Daır as-Sultan belonged the Ethiopıians, an NOL

the Oopts Moreover, Abuna Butrus al-Baramusı, Coptic monk who had
resided in the Daır as-Sultan tor the PUurpOSC of safeguardıng the y-
rıghts of the Copts, W as be expelled ftrom the.The Jordanıan
Government stipulated that the Opts were permitted Dass throug the
Dair-as-Sultan the Church ot the Resurrection twıce yYCal, namely
Kaster AN! the Feast otf the Invention of the Holy (Cross.

The followıng 15 the texXt of the decisıon issued by the Mınıstry of the
Interior, the District Commissioner’s Office, Jerusalem Ramadan 7i
1380 R February Z 1961

“According the decısıon of the esteemed councıl ot Mınıiısters in 1ts sessi1o0n ot
February 12 1961 aCCeDL and AapproOVc the agrecment of Hıs Excellency the
Mınister of the Interior the recommendatıons pertinent the dispute Vr the
ownershi1p ot Daiır as-Sultan 1n Jerusalem between the Abyssinıan and Coptic
communıties, submıiıt herewit. the recommendatıons regardıng this maftter tor their
immediate implementation by the above mentioned communıitıes with the knowledge
that this decısıon 15 considered final and binding borth partıes, who ATC y
Lt OUuUt and conform It 1n accordance ıth the rules of Article ot the Ediet of
the Holy Land - Palestine, July Z 1924, An Article of Regulation No 28 (1950),
an the Royal Decree issued July I 1950

The keys of the north gate hall be retaıned by the Orthodox Copts an they
he Church of the Holy Sepulchreshall have perm1ssıon us«e it A gateway

ACTOSS the roof of the CONVeEnNtT only durıng the holidays which ATC recognized Aa
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allowıng them such PasSsSasc, An these AIC, the Feast of the Cross and Easter
(Holy Saturday) condıtion cthat each time the Government supervıses this
operatıon fixed tıme Ral under Circumstances INnay the Copts us«e 5
The removal of the Coptic monk who Y' wiıth the Abyssınıans AL Daır A4AS5-

Sultan.
The Declaration of the ownership ot the Abyssınıan communıty Daır as-Sultan
1n 1ts known borders which 15 presently occupied by them, together wiıth the
inter10r churches which ATreC located the pathway the of the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre, the Church of the Angel Michael and the Church of
the Four Anımals.
The transter of the key of the south Date of Daır as-Sultan from the Copts
the Abyssınıans 1ts retention by the Government facılitate the tirst OM-

mendatıon mentioned above.
The transter of the key ot the Church of the Angel Michael, the OOr ot hich
15 ocated the eAastern side ot the public SQUaic outside the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre, from the Copts the Abyssinians.
Should the Copts refuse comply with this matter, the ocks ot the north gDate,
the south gyate, aın the west gate which 15 the gate of the Church ot the Angel
Michael, would be substituted by other ocks by the Government ıN theır keys
would be yıven the Abyssınıans; however, the right of Passasc the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre yıven the Copts only the recognized olıdays would
continue mentioned 1n the first clause above.
As tor the OoOme ot St Helena’s Church hıch 15 ocated 1ın the cCentre of the yard
of Daır as-Sultan and around which the Abyssıinıan procession takes place, it 15

possess1on otf the Armenıuans 1n theır capacıty A the proprietors ot the Church
of St. Helena an they ave the right repaır an improve it trom the inter10r,
l. from the Church of St. Helena. As tor the exteri0r, where the Ome

be 1n the centre of the yard of Daır as-Sultan, the Government would
OUtTt ALLY ecks an repaırs that may become NECCESSATY.

Respectfully
Ihsan Hashem

Governor ot Jerusalem“

When nba Basılıus I the Coptic Archbishop of Jerusalem, refused
Y. Out the decisions ot the Jordanıan (GGovernment, the Minister of the
Interior Dave orders the Dıiırector of the General Securıty v OuUt the
dec1s10ns, ıf NECCCSSATY, by tOorce, and nba Basıilius W as chased from the
Coptic Patriıarchate 1n such Manner that he W as unable get hold of hıs
personal belongings. Thıs actıon DaVC 1se protest hiıch the Archbishop
submitted the Jordanıan (overnment 1 hıch he stated the iıll-treatment
hıch he AN! his Coptic priests had encountered.

The tıme of the decisiıon of the Jordanıan Government, hich MmMay have
been related the expected VISIT ot Haıiıle Selassie the Holy Gity,
caused Sser10us repercuss10ns. The Jordanıan Army requisitioned the Daır
as-Sultan an removed all the ocks of the doors and replaced them bDy NEW

locks, the keys of hich WEeIC ziven the Ethiopians. Later, the Ethiopians,
satıisfied by the decısiıon and actıon of the Jordanıan Government, took Over

the Daır as-Sultan Aan! prepared the Chapel of the OUur Bodıiless Living
Creatures 1n V1eW of the forthcoming VIsS1it of the Emperor.
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On arch 6, 1961, nba Kırıillus NYI Pope ot Alexandrıa, addressed
al MESSAHC Haıile Selassıe in hıch he described the develop-ErSON

men hıch had taken place and in hiıch he requested that the SIALUS qQuU O
of the Daır as-Sultan be preserved insure the unıty between the <
churches. Hıs Holıness also sent letter nba Basılıus, the Patriarch-
Catholicus of the Church ot Ethiopıia 1ın Addıs Ababa

In addıtion, nba Kirillus V1 sent mMESSASC of protest Kıng Husseın
ot Jordan pointing Out the actıon taken DYy the Jordanıan (sovernment an
demandıng the restoratıon of the mONASTLErYy the Opts On arch S,
1961, It W as decided ban the annual pilgriımage ot the Opts Jerusalem
1n protest agaınst the requisıt1ionıng otf the Daır as-Sultan by the Jordanıan
Government and 1tSs handıng OVvVer of the SAaInec the Ethiopıian monks 1ın

Jerusalem. MoFeOVErI, 1t W 4as decided in Ca1ıro send LW bishops Amman
conter wiıth Kıng Husseın an ask hım the Daır as-Sultan
the Oopts
In the meantıme, the Daır as-Sultan 1ssue W as brought the attention

of the ILA Government, bal nba Athanasıus, the Archbishop ot enı
Suet, ıN nba Yuhannıs, the Archbishop of Gizah, called al-Sayed Alı
Sabrı, Mınıiıster tor Presidential Affairs, hand hım nNOte Z1VINg details of
the documents held by the Coptic Patriarchate provıng that the Daır A45-

Sultan W 4a5 owned by the Copts. Al-Sayed Alı Sabrı placed the atter

before President Gamal Abd al-Nasser. Furthermore, Istatan Bassıli, TINEMN-

ber of the Coptic Maglıs al-Millı, called al-Sayed 1l-Dardıri Ismaıl, the
Acting Secretary ot the rab League, wıth request tor the rab League

use ItSs zo0od oftices wiıth the Jordanıan authorities that the ownershiıp
of the Daır as-Sultan May be restored the Coptic Orthodox Church

In the discuss10ns, the Opts argued mainly the basıs of LW legal
documents, title-deed of August Z 1687 which W as sealed by the official
seal of the local Sharıa Judge, Sheikh Ahmad Hatem, and document
issued by the local authorities May 18, 1863 Both documents that
the Daır as-Sultan belonged the Copts.

At Its meeting arch I} 1961; the Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox
Church expressed Its gratitude the President ot the United rab Republic
tor hıs interventiıon 1n the 1Sssue. At the SaInlec tıme, the Holy Synod of the
Coptic Orthodox Church eciıded bring the quest1on before the National
Assembly, an delegatıon, headed by nba Yuhannıs, Archbishop of Gizah,
called al-Sayed Anwar al-Sadat, Speaker of the Assembly, 2AN! al-
Sayed Kamal Eddin Husseın, Controller General ot the National Unıion in
the Southern Regıion of the HX

Daır as-Sultan had become political 1ssue between the United rab
Republıc the ONe hand, and Ethiopia Anl Jordan the other hand On
arch 18, 1964 Haıle Selassıe addressed nNOTtE Hıs Holıiness nba
Kırillus VI 1n hich the Emperor stated that he considered the Daır A45-

Sultan 1ssue closed. sımilar statement W as received by the Patriarch-
Catholicus of the Church of Ethiopia
Zrtschr.
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On arch 2 1961, the Coptic Orthodox delegatıon, consıstıing of Anba
Yuhannıs, Archbishop of Gizah, nba Banıamin, Archbishop of Minufıiyah,
nba Antunıius, Archbishop of Sohag, an Iskandar Damıan, Dımuitr1 Riıizk
An Istatan Bassıli, eft Ca1ro tor Amman present the Coptic Orthodox
documents Kıng Husseın.

Upon the presentatiıon of the Coptic documents, the (sovernor otf Jeru-
salem signed letter Aprıl dis 1961 1n regard the suspension of the
prev1ous decision. I should be noted, that thıs letter, unlike the prevıous
decısıon, does NOLT rely decıision ftrom the Councıl of Mınıisters. The LEXT

of the letter reads ollows:
retfer letter yOou under the Same number dated February 22 1961

regardıng the decision of the esteemed Councıil of Mınisters ot February IZ. 1961
iın connection wiıth the declaration of ownershi1p of Daiır as-Sultan an ItSs OS5CS-
S10NS the Abyssınien denominatıon. wiısh submıiıt herewit. the decıisiıon taken
in this matter by the Government of the Hashemiuite Kıngdom of Jordan for yOUur
intormatıion and compliance.

It has een decided that actıon relatıng the decısıon of the esteemed Councıil
of Mınısters reterred 1above be held 1n abeyance the present time. This
that the situation pertinent thıs CONVeEntT be restored the STAatLus quO Nie until
the completion of the study of the documents submitted by the Coptic u
nıty, copıes of hich would be furnished the Abyssinians tor their study, refuta-
t10N and ANSWEeETr. The Abyssınıan denominatıon 15 requested, therefore, refraın
trom usıng the keys in theır possess10n CEXCEDL the EXtIeENtT they used them prior

the above mentioned decision and 1n accordance wiıth the rules which wıiıll be
issued by the Governor in conformity ıth the qUO, with the knowledge
that anı y ot the keys these condıiıtions would entail their reIiurn

an retention by the Government until such tıme when the final decısıon 15
issued.

Whıiıle submitting thıs decisıon yOU, conftident that yOou will do yOUur best
CoOOpPeralte wiıth the authorities concerned keep friendly atmosphere VeI the

relations both communıties. Further, yOUu c<hall find the Government,
usual 1n 1ts relations wıth YOU, cordial and respons1ıve that which contorms
the general welfare based upOonNn the princıples of Justice and equality.

Respectfully
Ihsan Hashem

On Aprıl Z 1961, the Orthodox Palm Sunday, Archbishop Basılius
telephoned trom Amman Hıs Holiness nba Kirillus VI, informıing hım
that the keys the Daır as-Sultan had been restored the Copts, and
that Palm Sunday process1i0n, 1n hich number of Coptic Bishops partı-
cipated, used the Daır as-Sultan the Church ot the Resurrection for
the Palm Sunday celebratıions. Bahgat al-Talhounı, the Jordanıan Prıme
Mınıster, had reversed his decisi0on, and the Opts regained the rights tor
the Daır as-Sultan.

Thereupon, nba Kirıillus VI delegated Coptic Orthodox m1sSsS10N
CXDIECSS thanks President Gamal Abd al1-Nasser tor the restoratıon otf the
ownership of the Daır as-Sultan the Coptic Church Members of the
delegation, hiıch called AT the Republican Palace CXDIESS the Patriarch’s
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gratitude, included Yussef Saad, Archbishop Michael Abd al-Masıh, and
Moreover, nba Kirillus VI decided that Coptic OrthodoxYussef Girgıis.

pilgrıms could 110 the annual Easter celebrations 1n the Holy Land,
and that specıial chartered flights would leave Caıro ftor Jerusalem during
the Holy Week

Anba Philıppus, the Ethiopıan Bishop of Jerusalem W 4s called back
Addıs Ababa, AN! the Patriarch-CatholicuC  N ot the Church of Ethiopia decid-
ed that the LELaster celebrations tor the Ethioplans 1ın Jerusalem would be
cancelled.

On February 10, 1961, nba Basılius, Patriarch-Catholicus ot the Church
of Ethiopia, arrıved 1n Ca1ro hıs WAaYy JerusaleDE The Ethiopıan
Patriarch called the Pope ot Alexandrıa, and the meet1ing, hich lasted
LWO hours, W as attended by mMan y members of the clergy.”

Due the death of Her Imperial Mayjesty, Empress Menen, however,
Anba Basıilius W as compelled interrupt hıs ourney an reLiurn

Ethiopia.
In July 1962, the Opts Ral ths Ethiopıans received etters from Kıng

Hussaın advısıng them hat the Jordanıan Government would re-examıne
1r as-Sultan. Inthe quest10ns pertaınıng the property-rights of the Da
the Secretary ofV1eW of thıs, al-Sayed Muhammad Abdul Khalek Hassuna,

the Arab Kea2ue; offered hıs servıces mediate in the dispute between the

Coptic an the Ethiopıan Church, safeguardıng, however, the iınterests of
epresenting the Copticthe Opts 1in Jerusalem. On July 16, 1962, mi1ssıon
went JerusalemChurch, consıistıng oft Mırtrı iızk 2nN! Istatan Bassıli,

Into discussıons wıth Dr Hazem Nussaibah, the Jordanıan Foreign
Mınıiıster. On July 24, 1962; the issue of the Daır as-Sultan W as discussed
Aat the meeting of the Palestine Experts Conference in Beırut, where it w as

presented by al-Sayed Muhammad Abdul Khalek Hassuna.®*
In August 1962, It W as S  Suggested by the Governor of Jerusalem, that

ched, and that the Ethiopians c<hould obtaın thecompromıse ought be rez2

Church ot the our Bodiless Living Creatures, an that the Copts c<hould
obtaıin the Church of St Michael. Moreover, it W as suggested; that the Opts
c<hould have the right pPass through the Daır as-Sultan AL least twıce

YyCar, D Ekaster and the Heast of the Invention of the (ross. owever,
both partıes did NOL AaCCEeDT the suggest10n.

(Teile UN ım nächsten efl.)
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